BULLET BACKGROUND PAPER ON

THE CERTEST PROJECT

PURPOSE

The CERTest project is AFIADL's response to an AF Civil Engineering Support Agency (AFCESA) initiative to provide computer-based testing for CDCs.

DISCUSSION

· Project background

--
CERTest is AF owned, developed under contract with AFCESA.

--
Program has been used for Civil Engineering certification testing for 5+ years.

--
More than 400 AF Test Control Facilities (TCFs) have experience and capability to use 

the program.

· Project Scope

--
Will begin using CERTest with FireFighter (FF) career field.

--
Following successful implementation, will expand to all Civil Engineering (CE) career fields.

--
With successful addition of CE, will allow voluntary participation of other career fields.

--
Oracle version is potential replacement for CDSAR's test development, test delivery, scoring, record-keeping, and item analysis subroutines.

· Timetable

--
Open CERTesting option to FF students 1 June 2000.

--
Open CERTesting option to all CE students 1 Oct 2000.

--
Open CERTesting option to additional career fields Mar 2001.

--
Mandatory use of CERTest for all CDCs at date to be determined.

· Status

--
CERTest Program required modifications to ensure Windows NT (AF Standard OS) compatibility 

---  Modification completed and delivered to Evelyn Milton 29 Apr 00

---  NT Version will be on distribution CD-ROM to Test Control Facilities (TCFs)

--
CERTest needs to be rewritten in Visual Basic (VB) 6.0 (or most current version)

---  Using VB 6.0 or later ensures compatibility with different Windows platforms.

---  Partially completed for Windows NT version, complete rewrite date TBD.

---  VB version initial step to modify for operating in Oracle environment

--
End User Training

---
AFIADL Staff training

----  Programs supplied to Data Branch, installed, and tested.

----  Chief Podolske and contractor conducted  on-site training at AFIADL for 

        Data Branch.

---
TCF Training

----  400+ TCFs have been using the program, no additional training needed.

----  Comprehensive TCF User's Manual included on distribution CD-ROM.

----  New TCFs receive support from AFIADL Data Branch and AFCESA's 

       contractor

· End-User Support

--
Student Instruction & Data Branches have received training and will receive copies of the TCF User's Manual.

--
Questions they are unable to answer they will forward to PowerTrain (CERTest program developer to provide assistance under AFCESA contract).

---  PowerTrain will provide written answers to common problems to update AFIADL's 

       files.

---  PowerTrain will contact end-users direct at PowerTrain's discretion.

· AFIADL review of TCF User's Manual Completed.

--
TCF User's Manual included on distribution CD-ROM.

--
Printed copies of Users' Manual will be made available to AFIADL staff.

· Program Distribution

--
Program and all documentation will be distributed by CD-ROM.

---  CD-ROM being pressed (AFCESA paying).

---  Delivery to AFIADL NLT 30 May 00.

--
No bulk distribution to TCFs planned

---  CD-ROM will be sent at time of initial FF student enrollment from any TCF.

---  System has been modified so that additional CD-ROMs will not be sent to TCFs that 

       have already received them.

---  Same shipping program planned as additional career fields are added.

---  TCFs may make individual requests for CD-ROMs as necessary.

· Program Updates

--
Plan for quarterly updates (as required) for tests and basic program.

---  Program updates will be available on AFIADL web site.

---  Updated test files will be on secure server with password protection and encryption.

--
Both program and test updates will be incorporated into any new CD-ROM pressings once initial stock is exhausted.

SUMMARY

This paper summarizes the background and current status of the CERTest project as of 3 May 00. Mr McCarver serves as AFIADL's point of contact for this initiative.
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