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Gen John P. Jumper (BSEE, Virginia Military
Institute; MBA, Golden Gate University) is
commander of US Air Forces in Europe and
of Allied Air Forces Central Europe, Ram-
stein AB, Germany. He has commanded a
fighter squadron, two fighter wings, and a
numbered air force. The general also served
in the Pentagon as deputy chief of staff for air
and space operations, as the senior military
assistant to two secretaries of defense, and as
special assistant to the chief of staff for roles
and missions. He is a command pilot with
four thousand flying hours, principally in
fighter aircraft. He served two tours in South-
east Asia, accumulating more than fourteen
hundred combat hours. General Jumper is a
graduate of Squadron Officer School, Air
Command and Staff College, and National
War College.
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Maj Jon “Monster” Huss (USAFA; MAS,
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University; MA,
US Naval War College) is an F-16 pilot with
the 31st Fighter Wing at Aviano AB, Italy. Pre-
vious assignments include fighter assign-
ments action officer at Headquarters Air
Force Personnel Center, Randolph AFB,
Texas; F-16 pilot with the 480th and 22d
Fighter Squadrons, Spangdahlem AB, Ger-
many; OA-10 forward air controller, 19th Tac-
tical Air Support Squadron, Suwon AB, South
Korea; and A-10 pilot, 356th Tactical Fighter
Squadron, Myrtle Beach AFB, South Car-
olina.

Lt Gen William J. Begert (USAFA; MPA, Uni-
versity of Colorado) is the assistant vice chief
of staff, Headquarters United States Air
Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. During
Operation Allied Force, he was vice com-
mander, Headquarters US Air Forces in Eu-
rope (USAFE), Ramstein AB, Germany,
where he conducted and coordinated offen-
sive and defensive air operations. He also pro-
vided administrative and logistical support to
all Air Force units and activities in USAFE’s
geographical area of responsibility (Europe,
North Africa, and the Middle East) and was
responsible for Air Force negotiations with
foreign and US officials. During the Vietnam
War, he was a forward air controller at Da
Nang AB, South Vietnam, where he flew
more than three hundred combat missions
over Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. He has
also served as director for operations and lo-
gistics at US Transportation Command, Scott
AFB, Illinois. General Begert is a graduate of
Squadron Officer School, Air Command and
Staff College, and National War College.

Lt Col Dik Daso (USAFA; MA, PhD, Univer-
sity of South Carolina) is a T-38 instructor
pilot at Randolph AFB, Texas. He served as a
historian attached to the USAF Scientific Ad-
visory Board during the New World Vistas proj-
ect in 1994-95. He edited the Ancillary Volume
and acted as the technical editor for the Sum-
mary Volume. Previous assignments include fly-
ing tours in F-15, RF-4C, and T-38 aircraft;
one tour as instructor of military and world
history at the USAF Academy; and one year as
Verville Fellow at the National Air and Space
Museum. He is a distinguished graduate of
Squadron Officer School and has published
articles in the Airpower Journal and the Journal
of Military History. He is the author of Archi-
tects of American Air Supremacy: General Hap
Arnold and Dr. Theodore von Karman (Air Uni-
versity Press, 1997).

Lt Col Eric Ash (USAFA; MA, Gonzaga Uni-
versity; MS, California State University, Stanis-
laus; PhD, University of Calgary) is the editor
of Aerospace Power Journal and chief of profes-
sional journals at the College of Aerospace
Doctrine Research and Education, Maxwell
AFB, Alabama. He previously served as the
commander of both the 34th Education
Squadron and the 34th Training Squadron at
the United States Air Force Academy and as a
B-52 instructor and evaluator electronic war-
fare officer. He is the author of Sir Frederick
Sykes and the Air Revolution, 1912-1918 (Frank
Cass, 1999). Colonel Ash is a graduate of
Squadron Officer School and Air War College.



Col Phillip S. Meilinger (USAFA; MA, Uni-
versity of Colorado; PhD, University of Michi-
gan) is a professor of strategy at the US Naval
War College in Newport, Rhode Island.
From 1991 to 1995, he served as the dean of
the School of Advanced Airpower Studies at
Maxwell AFB, Alabama. A command pilot, he
has flown C-130s and HC-130s in both Eu-
rope and the Pacific, and served a tour on the
Air Staff in the Pentagon from 1989 to 1991.
He is the author of Hoyt S. Vandenberg: The Life
of a General (Indiana University Press, 1989)
and 10 Propositions Regarding Airpower (Air
Force History and Museums Program, 1995),
both of which are on the Air Force chief of
staff’s professional reading list. He is also the
editor and coauthor of The Paths of Heaven:
The Evolution of Airpower Theory (Air University
Press, 1997) and has published numerous ar-
ticles on airpower theory, history, and em-
ployment. Colonel Meilinger is a graduate of
Squadron Officer School, Air Command and
Staff College, and National Defense Univer-
sity.
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Dr. Bernard I. Finel (BA, Tufts University;
MA, PhD, Georgetown University) is the asso-
ciate director of the National Security Studies
Program and visiting assistant professor of na-
tional security and international affairs at the
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service,
Georgetown University. Dr. Finel has written
extensively on proliferation, the revolution in
military affairs, and international politics. He
has coedited and contributed to a book titled
Power and Conflict in the Age of Transparency,
which is forthcoming from St. Martin’s Press.
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