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The Department of Defense will continue to use military engagement with the
PRC to demonstrate U.S. commitment to the Asia-Pacific region and to encourage
China to play a constructive role in the region, and act as apartner in addressing
common security challenges. At the same time, the Department of Defense has a
special responsibility to monitor China’s military modernization and to maintain
deterrence of conflict. Through force posture, presence, actions to strengthen
alliances and partnerships, and capability developments, the Department of
Defense demonstrates the U.S. will and ability to maintain peace and stability in
the Asia-Pacific.

—DoD, Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China 2010
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