On Celestial Wings. By Ed Whitcomb. Maxwell AFB, Ala.: Air University Press, 1995. 

Thousands of books have covered sto​ries of pilots and their deeds. In this book, however, we have one of the few that relates tales of navigators. Not just any navigators, but the graduates of the military's first for​mal class—the Army Air Corps Navigation School Class 40-A.
In the spring of 1940, the Air Corps had only eighty qualified navigators. Impressed with the work of a Pan American navigator, Charlie Lunn, General Headquarters Air Force worked out a program for Pan Am and Lunn to teach military men at the University of Miami in Coral Gables. Many of the first forty-four cadets went on to dis​tinguished careers or service during the war. Many others did not return. Most of the book's twenty-five chapters deal with an individual member of the class and his adventures during the war.

Ed Whitcomb was assigned to the 19th Bombardment Group. On December 8, 1941, he was at Clark Field when the Japanese virtually wiped out MacArthur’s air force in the Philippines. After the sur​render on Bataan, he escaped to Corregidor, became a ground soldier, was captured but escaped by swimming back to Bataan, assumed a civilian identity before being recaptured and transferred to a civilian internment camp in China before repatria​tion in late 1943.

Louis Moslener was in Hangar 15 at Hickam Field on December 7, preparing to take off in a B-17 when the first Japanese bomb fell on the field. He died immediately.

George Berkowitz was wounded in the attack on Clark, lost his leg, was evacuated to Australia, and taught navigation in the U.S. for the duration of the war.

Harry Schreiber navigated a B-17 at Del Monte Field, Mindanao. He crashed after a bombing attack, was conscripted into a guerrilla outfit, escaped to Australia, and was assigned to the famous Swoose, the last surviving B-17D.

Bill Meenagh and Richard Cease were lost in B-17s in the Pacific theater. Francis Rang died in a B-24 over Sicily.

George Markowitz spent much of the war on MacArthur's personal B-17, Bataan. Ted Boselli navigated Sacred Cow for Presidents Roosevelt and Truman.

Carl Wildner and Harry McCool navi​gated two of Doolittle's sixteen B-25s. Both later flew missions against Burma, where McCool was shot down and rescued and then flew forty-five B-26 missions over Europe.

Merrill Gordon survived missions against Japanese, Italians, and Germans and intern​ment in Turkey.

Scott Warner flew one B-17 combat mis​sion before being taken prisoner on Bataan. He survived the Death March and over three years as a POW

Jay Horowitz did not survive the inhu​man treatment of the POW evacuation ships from the Philippines.

This easy-to-read book is a “must have” for those wanting details and fascinating tales of the early days of the war.
Col Scott A. Willey, USAF, Retired
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