Future War: An Assessment of Aero​space Campaigns in 2010 by Jeffery J. Barnett. Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.: Air University Press, 1996. 

Get this book, read it, take lots of notes; then reread it every year or so. Jeff Barnett makes a convincing case for developing a type of Blitzkrieg for aerospace operations. He projects a vision of what technology will probably exist in the year 2020. Assuming his vision is correct, he then describes new ways in which war could be conducted. All of this reflects someone who recognizes that we are in a revolution in military affairs (RMA). He tries to figure out what this means for the United States, decides where this road can take us, and con​cludes with how we exploit this RMA today to deter or win wars of tomorrow. This is an excellent work which will help us plot the way to prevent a future war. Should prevention fail, this work also forms the basis of a doctrine which we could use to defeat peer or niche competitors.

Nearly everyone agrees we are in the midst of an RMA. Col Barnett assumes an RMA must combine an underwriting of new technology, a fundamental change in concept of operations (doctrine), and a new organizational structure which best synergizes all components into a new form of war. The book addresses all three topics but applies them specifically to the aerospace aspects of a future war. Since all aspects of warfare are now interdependent to varying degrees, and since what he is espousing is a way of thinking as opposed to what to think, much of the contents of this book will apply to land and sea warfare.

Technological advances in four areas will drive the RMA in the coming years. They are  information, command and control (C2), penetration, and precision. Future commanders will have quantities and qualities of information which are ex​ponentially above what we have today. Given revolutionary methods of information transfer, recognition, and filtering, commanders can execute efficient and incredibly devastating near-real-time attacks. New advances in stealth, hypersonic transport, and electronic warfare will allow some platforms to penetrate defenses where they can deliver brilliant munitions to within feet of an intended target. These technologies and capabilities need some type of concept to exploit their effects.

The author’s “new way” operational concept is called parallel war. Parallel war involves simultaneously striking at strategic, operational, and tactical centers of gravity. When the effects are coordinated and continued at rates faster than an enemy can react or repair, an enemy is rapidly shocked into paralysis. Quickly destroying an enemy saves us the greatest amount of resources in terms of human lives, materiel, money, and public support. All of this sounds very familiar to FM 100-5, Operations, readers. However, Colonel Barnett assumes an RMA must involve a new organization.

The C2 structure is the aerospace organization most in need of change with this new type of information based parallel war. He advocates a more automated and flatter C system to exploit the technology and doctrine.

How is the commander going to get all these huge volumes of information? Who will sift through it and how? Who will determine what units get what information, in what amounts, and within what timelines? All MI professionals must wonder about the answers to these questions. Read Future War and extrapolate some of Colonel Barnett’s doctrinal and operational concepts. This book should definitely be on your “must read” list right now.
Capt Roger F. Cavazos
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