Prolonged Wars: A Post-Nuclear Challenge, edited by Karl P. Magyar and Constantine P. Danopoulos.  Air University Press, Maxwell AFB Ala., 1994.

This publication emerges as an unintended companion work to John J. Weltman's book,World Politics and the Evolution of War, although it was published a year earlier. The editors cite The Art of War by Sun Tzu to establish the context of their study. “In all history there is no instance of a country having benefited from prolonged warfare. Only one who knows the disastrous effects of a long war can realize the supreme importance of rapidity in bringing it to a close.” Various authors then examine the causes and outcomes of more than a score of wars since the 1960s.

Their purpose in the book is to develop understanding of the prolongation of wars, which they propose is as important to national security as attempts to understand the causes of war. “Understanding the prolongation phenomenon allows introduction of strategies for reducing the gravity of such wars by limiting their damage and by enhancing their prospects for an early peaceful resolution.” This proposition is tested through analyses by various scholars of recent conflicts: Iran-Iraq, the Lebanese Civil [sic] War, the Arab-Israeli wars, the Sudan, Chad, Liberia, Rhodesia, Mozambique, Angola and Namibia, Cambodia, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Northern Ireland.
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