Kenneth N. Walker: Airpower's Untempered Crusader. By Martha Byrd. Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.: Air University Press, 1997. 

The late Martha Byrd, author of Chennault: Giving Wings to the Tiger, the finest biography written about an Air Force leader, was able prior to her death in 1993, to complete this succinct work on Brig Gen Kenneth N. Walker [with an excellent introduction by David R. Mets]. Perhaps Martha Byrd was attracted to Walker as a subject for biography by Walker's well known debates with Chennault at the Air Corps Tactical School. Walker was one those sometimes shadowy figures in Air Force history [Donald Wilson is another] who in the 1930s became associated with development of bombardment doctrine in the Army Air Corps.

Kenneth Walker, as a student in 1928–1929 at the Air Corps Tactical School, and as bombardment instructor at the school from 1929 to 1934, became a leading advocate of American bombardment doctrine, associated with the statement that "the well-organized, well-planned, and well-flown air force attack will constitute an offensive that cannot be stopped." Walker's verbal duels at the tactical school with Claire L. Chennault, a zealous advocate of pursuit aircraft, became legendary.

Walker's contemporaries were unanimous in describing him as a zealot who proclaimed his views with an astonishing intensity. Haywood S. Hansell, who subsequently joined Walker and others in fostering the doctrine of high altitude, daylight precision bombing described Walker as “single-minded and high strung.” It could be said with some truth that in promoting his views he most closely resembled another zealot, Billy Mitchell.

In the summer of 1941, Walker joined General Arnold’s newly established Air War Plans Division, and together with Harold George, Hansell, and Laurence Kuter, promulgated AWPD-1, which described the air requirements for coming war. High altitude, precision strategic bombardment would be featured, to destroy the enemy's industry and economy.

The last act of Brig. Gen. Kenneth Walker's career played out in 1942-1943 in the Southwest Pacific, under General George C. Kenney. Walker arrived in the theater about the same time as Kenney, in August 1942, and under Kenney the Fifth Air Force was instrumental in helping General Douglas MacArthur turn the tide against the Japanese. A kind of low-level tension existed between Kenney and Walker, Kenney having been associated with so-called “attack aviation,” and Walker heading the Fifth's Bomber Command.

Always stubborn and intense, these character traits resulted in Walker’s demise. In January 1943, Kenney ordered a large bombing raid against Japanese shipping at Rabaul. Kenney directed a night takeoff for a dawn attack, but Walker requested a morning takeoff for a noon strike. Although Kenney overruled him, Walker chose to ignore Kenney's orders. Also defying Kenney's directive to stay out of combat, and always wanting to be with the action, Walker flew against Rabaul in one of the lead B-17s. Kenneth Walker never returned from this strike, his plane being one of two lost in the raid. His body was never recovered. He was awarded the Medal of Honor, received by his sixteen-year-old son, Kenneth Walker, Jr., from President Roosevelt, in March 1943.

Walker’s obsession with the evolution of bombardment doctrine enabled him to make a significant contribution to the Army's air arm. Although crucial modifications to the doctrine were required during World War II—fighter escort and area bombing—Walker and his associates succeeded in evolving a strong foundation for the strategic bombing concept.

George Kenney provided perhaps the most succinct and accurate description of Ken Walker: “Ken is OK,” he wrote. “Stubborn, over-sensitive, and a prima donna, but works like a dog.” Always well-liked by his troops, Walker's high-intensity personality worried Kenney who thought seriously about sending him back to General Arnold's planning staff in Washington. “I am afraid,” Kenney noted, “that Ken is not durable enough to last very long under the high tension of this show” Sadly, as events turned out, Kenney was in a sense correct, and we are left with the single-minded legacy of Kenneth Newton Walker.
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