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ABSTRACT ... 

Israel's employment of airpower in the Six-Day l·lar o:r 1967 is 

ofteJ:t re:rerred to as the classic exornple o:r successful use of 

rncr'crn airpower. This study examines Israel's use or airpower to ·; <. 

detemine 'What lessons, :relative to the employtOOnt of modern air 

forces, might be drawn from the Six-Day War. It concludes that 

alt:.nugh the Israelis relied on the traditional concepts of aerial 

>tar fare, there are still valuable ani applicable lessons to be 

le<t:-ncd from the n:ethcds the Israelis utilized to maximize .the 

effectivonoss o:r their -weapon systems. 
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In the Su;:uner of 1967, the o.ttcnt:i,on of the t·rorld �ras dral'!n to''\/
, 

the ro:plosi·tc !·:iC.dle Ec::;t, Tension mounted as border incidents be-

tt:cen the Israelis �·:i Jl.=aos increased in frequency a."'l:i r.la<,'llitu::le. 

:�as:;cr h� blockzieC. the Gulf of Aqab�, e).:pell.3d United !iations' 

pcz:e-kcepi!'lfl forces f::-oo the Sinai Pe.'linsula, and nas:X.--1 his armor 

in the de:;ert :!long Israel's -..:estern borders. ·:rne r�iios of Cairo, 

Dz:u�s�us, �l1d. A.":ll"r:an b:ro�cttst 'threats o1 driving t?le Je�-:s into the 

sea � eli;nillntint'. them l'rom the face of the c<?.rth ill a holy wAr. 

Confronted Hi.th the th::-Gat of annihilation, I::;rael struck o,r;ainst 

her Arab cncr.tie s :.nth a mili tory blou that astonished the \·Jorld. 

Cn Eo�.dr-y r.torning, 5 June 1967 at 03115 hours Cairo ti!:'lc, the 

first wa;re of Israeli aircraft attacked i;;gyptian airfields. Trro 

hours and fifty. r.inutes later 1 t!asscr 1 s air force hai bea."'l destroy-- . 
ed. It took t..�e Isr::elis another hoUl' to de:U crus!".ing blo;;s .to 

t.J;c air forces of S;y-ria aJY.i Jordan. By t�e afternoon of the first 

dey of bcttle, !srr·el he.:! cchievcil complete.'air supr-amacy ovei- t.hc 

Arcbsl· 

' :it.aec for zu.bseqcent grOun� Victory. The ret.laincicr o'f the ::cck 
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-·-.·': <[-..... bordcr5 tc 

I�r�cl's 
' I b�,. �:!:l�c;.t i·u·.:; so i.!:te!:s� ::n�·· t�c dG�;tr-;..tcti.on of ...'':.r�b �mios sc 
1 

·'·h.e �.,....�b r."'�""""'S •"" ' t "'·:o.Y.lv "-- - ... c,.;. ·<--"·-"'·· ., ... , ...... ,, 

J 

:-!il:.�a;-:-t �'":..r:-.tegists the ·.:orlC. ovz!' �:1ve hill- 1 

·.:r:-�:.rc. 

c:1:;0lcci the :!:sr�elis to; ci.ei'e:-t this cc.po:-ic!."' e�:-�o·.t.a:;"? Ce�air:ly 
- � 

��C:"c ::rust be many ingrsC.ients 't.h�t contr).bu�ei. 

C'-.-•. · •. o'!'. ;, .... . .. ..,� .......... s+-. .-..r.� .,..,,.... .......... tel•· ,··r o•• �� · 1.. � • "" -=·· · • - � ... ... ... ,,.,,_._ _ ... ..... ... ....... ....;!-'c.-.: :1 ... ; • . v.�G :n . ... t ::.::: �- o�: .. ��"!:. nr"\..1,. pre-

2 

i 



f.· · ': . 
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C-r.ly then ceo� t�e e:-:lploy-

mcnt of I:::: .. ·nell::; n.ir force be e:<r'::!inZ!d iOl" o.:t1y lessons tZ1?.t mir.ht 

�.:.ne cve:.-;J.l purpose of this st�1dy i5 to �:a."Tline IS!'aeli use 

o.r �i!';JO�·:cr in '\.he Six-Da;r ;·h>r to pro::otc u better appreciation 

of t?-.e st:-�!"�ths �t ·.!.:!a.'<nesses i.r:hcrcnt in t:.e use of modern air-

tnctic;::J.. c:::plo:n:�or:t of fight::-:r-bo:nber aircre.ft dm·inz the Si.x-'�)�r 
·.· ....... ,,......., . 

idc:-�tif'y, iscl�tc, a,."':C aY!cl.yze the :11�or f2ccts of !s:"'�li e!ii!'loy-

r:-:cnt tecl""!lliqcc s. 

"'h � "'·• ;! v ini'lue�.ccd Is:-aeli 
lo;.dc!'s to 

. . 
.. .  

. . .. ... '""··-· .... 

... ...... --; .. Y--

!)�o-po.rc 

. ,.:  .. "; ..... .:.. .. 

·-�=-- ,, . ··-

their 

Co;:�itions in tl�c i-::iddle Et!st 

prep:cc.tion �r.d. t�e 

dr :::'orca 

::vr;Jv .:.·, 

3 

. . 

for t�is 

steps t:2;e:l by !S!'"acli 

b;.ttlo \·:ill be cxJJ�Uncd • 

end 
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l��it�tions, the invcstigtticn o� rir-

st:-il:c::; �ai.��.:. !i.r3.0 drfields, 

invc ::;ti� u te'! • 

a l�c!: of :!!>CCi fi.c 7.-.::chnicP� Cata av�ilable. 

t:octic::; :::ill be e;::--mir.cd o�ly :d'lc.n they a!"'e :-c:actio!is to t::e 

Israeli Air �'o:-cc doctrine �·:ill not be 

The 

·, ·. •, .".c�. i .. ": !'.,.; .. _· l _ .. hlr> ....... t. �:.-, .. ,. _;;.;..,..._ " r .; , • .., -. "it. v , ·, ·.., .. .. ,. ... 11 ,.:.,.. -. .......... ,.., u ... -"' � ......._ ... ..,. ·- _. _ - - _ .._. v ... ., -.. r,. <I � ...... ._ o "ii.J - .-.,.:._ -· V.!. VV ;;.,;,.<,)..:,.. ) 
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ef!'ort alcr:c :..�1 

i;:i:; p�:;c�· ��o :1::::u:1cs t:1at the · .. :�� :·:::s 
-,, ... rour··,,t .. ,.� ... h v l . ··-"'·" 
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'Tnc I::::�eli people �.;,Vc "v:a:�1 f.:�cod �·r.ith continuous throats of 

They have had no 

.:'\ ::-clatively ::::-:cl.l nc.tion in size tmd. !Jopul;:rtion, Is:-ael has bean 

r:.ainta:.:tir.e a strict .ordc:- of p!"iO:."itics.l 
/ 

on � 1 )O'::crful, offensive air force. 

' 
;.:':;�r-..:ctio:: of ;�::;ti:-:J <i:-c:-:·f-:. ;.n s-..:r;:r-:..zc 2tt.::c!:s On clr O::ses 

' {) 

. .. .. . 

._ •• ,I ! 

/. v 
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collop� of A.r::b forces in t�e Soutof ' ' 
ft..(lain in 195o, th ere w<>s 

;:o dou'ot that :::s:rc:cl1 s !.!�imp::a."lt lCO-hour d:1.sh to Suez �;as ;t'!ade 

possible bJ comrletc do::�inatio:l o:: tt.e air 1 continuous t..,.ctical 

$"�l-•port ·to n=.vnnci!!g g"L .. O't.!l"1d i'orcesJ �id intGrdiction missions � bc�ini cno::'!y li..,·u�5} 

y:u; ?�i.':!�.r:r r.U.zsion of the ::!!!'::eli Air :.<'orcc sine?. 
its inceptio�

. 

_ l __ 
_ 

hz.s bc�n to g2oi.-: � s..!p:-e;-;;acy l.r! t?!c evc�rt of ._.::;!...- in the ?·:id<!le , ••tl �h 
the zrou..�:_ 

natio� of !S!"acl1s choice of t:ecpo!i 5"jste:'ls e!"rl specialized train-

ine procrra"'1s Hill give a.'1 i.-rxlic�tion of ho;·:r Isr oel i lcsders ·:!ent 

/ 
���hou:h credit for the a�cc�tio�al state of ccnb�t readiness 

a."ld ::.chicvc!'!:c.."lts of I�rael1 s cir !"c:-cc in t.�c Six-Dzy �ar go to 

;.:,2�r .iaiZ.J�tm:J l·:ho �·::::s the e.rchitect of tho I�acli l1.ir Fo!"'cc. It 

::�s Ccner.:l :.:eiz�n..yt"l 'z ·:!ccision to devote s .. !ch rc:::ources as the 

- 1� . . ... . ... . .I ,.. " 1 ,. �s::-oc J.S !'l.t!l ... o cevc.:.c;nnr:; a s.:ro�:�� .�.c:rco Ol vcrs:.tt.i c xit;h�er-

n �.· .. ·.:.o� -- .-:. ��� f'i_N • .  :n+r.. .... ·s. !'e "l. . ...... ,., . ..,� -r:.·c ·,.·c · �i-·uM "-·'' ·,· .... � .• -.. ·oc-b-r· --... - - - -�- - .... ... .._. •• _: ................. .... • .... _ • •  J. .. ....... . f .!,.;i.! ',} : tl � �:; 

l;:.vi_n� little o.;;?lic:.tion to !S!":lcl 'o C.c;.·cn�c p�"oblcr.\s.
5 
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' ' }o;��:=-:� :·:c:_z:-:c:..""'.n ccr:si!ic!"c::• tr.c bo::tbz:- to 0::: � relatively it.!-

::<;t c�;:�lc of tho;;;: pi.'l-pcint t:.ccarecy ncedcl fer dest:"cY:.!.ll6 sncll 

i:xolv�:l bombin� 1 • ·o "" .. . ... "'� 6 popu...t.::c..J. n ce . . .. .... _ .... 

o.blc �o dr a7..tack, �-rrl the Isr-::.clis could :-easonably e;.:pcct Sl:.Ch 

�V�,;:c��� fl"c� the Zu:ypti::m� ;r, "!',hn Av.-.,.,t, nf" ;.;:1:.7 

:.'c:::i.�:.:,:;.r.n rec0[;:!'1izcd the fightor:-bombcT ns the !ilost :'lcxible :.,-rC!<.pon 

�rou.."":d., but cl.so for int\Jrcept-

for t;�c �·�r Force e-""td co;:ccnt:-::·i;.ed on "cui��i::c; up a. size�blc force 

C-.... .. . .... :'lo ,." • �c--�t 9 �.- . ;..:;.., ... :l.l • •  · ·- • 
·' 

It 1:as 

,. � . 



t:-:c :t�t:i.ons ability to op·�r.::tc 

Ju�t !":rio:r :.o t!:c •.;:-.r, .... ... r.c a total c:: J;}O 

C:J.r':'",{ ;:,,:'"! of :·Tcu;ons err: c1:� squntiron cf 15 '../nutcur 

:1tt:lck C07:1:crs .. 
/ 

c�ch othc� in t�e initi� air b�t�le: 

130 ::IG-21 
eo ;�s-19 1;)·-:; ;.;IG-15/�rJG-17 
. .... - .... " !:- -�!.-�\.) 
,;..; :'t:-};) 

.. 

.· 

9 

. .... 
, 

;.::t:r �3c IIIGJ 
�unc1 .. ;: .. is·�cre !·�-�ore .. :!!.!:.. 
�ur��:� .. , 
V:at:tc� 
;,�i�c::- ' 



, . 

.. 

�-. 

;.·:r=�.! to �t.il:.ze �n of thci::- re:ourccs, ttc Isr-<.c,, s :icciificd 

to c�.rry 

t:.c :--i :o:'s of co�brt, it coulci i'ly erou.'l'lci sup�o:-t r.d.ssiC�s ��ic!: 

�:�clC ?:ci;> !.c offseT. the iiib��,cc in nur:bc:--n:-2 T'r.c remai.IY.!c!'" of 

the 

ccor.o:-.ic 

lC 

oi 



::ot cnly 
. 15 :·o.:.c. 

!n �.:ti�:!.C:t to t!1c CC:�l'\Ch, t,;:a !=��lis <t.="�cd ti''tCir ::i:-cr�i·� 
'/ 

h"i�fi !)Od.s. 

.. �nc 

·.-:s::. :-.1:;� 

�� ....... � ... ..:. .. "-
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.. The Isr�clis ciicl not rely totally on .:l.he :'tr.::C..itio:-;�1: t;;--;::es 

of OrC!!ancc. As e.:rly a:> l96lJ they 1�� initiated studies on .: 

ne;; be:-..'::> th.:t could be delivered i'ro::t a lou level, high s;J<l·� 

at�:-ck. DevalopcC. Cy Isr"-el :·;llit.ary I.Yldustries, thi:3 bo� {the 

concrete di!>�!") �·::1::: clcsier.cd to be car!'ied by the !iautcr..l!' e..!d 

���e l:I!CJ t:ith rcle:.se conditions of 300-500 knots, 350 feet 

Gbove tt:c groil!".::!. �·:�e bor.:b utilized a fuse that could be se� to 

l�v. "" ' • <,.... · 
f t' · b · · 4 · · · • · · · - .....Y ... ne c��:;.c�..or _ _,..,.lcs o t"! l.S O:':'i:l l..t) ..... l,.Cat.e 1v :·J:Js n�sl.zn�c 

:;pcci.fic.illy for att:�c:(i.'l(: rum1ays. It h:>d retro-roc:�ets to brake 

_.it alr.Jost inst:�ntly upon release. T'r.e bomb then tilts d.c;m;;r� 

eo?.rlicr version, also u3<'.d j,n the Six-Day 1-T:lr, h.:-d a br <!king 

drogue chute rs.tr.�::r �:.r.an retro-l·ockcts. '111e bomb Heighed a total 

cl' 1,210 pourrJs; ho:vevor, the e:-:plosive £o�,r2l"d. sectton �·:2s 2. si;t-

ple t;cneral-;r\!..-posa hitth cxplo:;i vc Ht . .  rhe2..d �·;eighing cnly 75-5 

- .. _; 
� c��o.ter of only o:1o to t�;c ::.ctc::-s d.oc:::> in � concrete r-t.:.rH�:::.;:-, onl:,-' 

' 
� fc": �:ere r.c:ti� to ?�t a."l cirficld out of .:.ctio!'\�8 

12 
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Tra:inin<; 

:;. �;:;:; C'.eneral P.od �lho oelieved that training lfaS one of the 

i:c:; in:;rcciients ,,nich could be used to compensate for Israel 1 s 

:;\!..-:cricnl dis::dv2.1ltage. He expected a plane flown by an Israeli 
. ,_ 

r.ilot to out perform � si.Jular plano in tho hal]ds of an Ar:;b 

·:,ilot. Gcnercl. Hod based the air force trl\ining programs on this 

1C 
conCC!)t. -.� 

In 1%6, :-�ith General Eod in com.-:tand of the Israeli Air Force, 

nc>: t:.ctics :{ere introduced into their trcining progrro:ts. Ee fore-

!::>•,; ground attacks by no !I!Orc than four aircraft per target and 

aerial combat by no more tha'l t.:o planes at a time, regardless of 

the ene:zy•s strength. General Hod reasoned that every pilot 

should ho.ve a Hingman to keep an eye on his tail. Apart from that, 

it mattered lit tle if he encountered five Qr fifty enemy atrcraft 

in t..'lc air. Hith the supersonic capability of the lfuage, the 
_,I ... 

!)ilot could start or brc:Jk off �ction a t  ,,"ill. Isr::eli Air Force 

t�ctics :�.'1d training progr<lllls were in .fact based on tl1c premise 

�h?.t Isr�eli pilots are superior to one� flyers.
20 

General Hod credits i.>1tcnsive specialized tactical training as 

contributing to the over>lhelr.d.ng success of the Israeli air r.ttacJ:<s. 
/ 

Tl�is t1:aining inclu:ied mock combat -v::ith a Soviet HIG-21 (i'lo>m to 

Isr::tel in .J.S:66 b�· :1 defecti�g l;raqi pilot) and practice :1ttacks 
.· 

a,::�inst sir.!ulatod airfields a'ld �morcd colu:nns. 2l . 
' 

... .. �. _...,._ . ; . 
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'i'he C�?tm�ed }j'IG-21 g.:.ve the Israelis an excellent appra.i.sal 

o;: tt:e p�rfor:;!211Ce ce;>abilities of SoViet-built aircraft. Top 

Isr�.di pilots �·:ere selected to fly the HIG-21, giving them first-

ha!':-0. l�io;.;l��c of the airc!"'aft and :naking it a better match for 

Israeli pilots engaging it in mock air-to-air combat�2 However, 

the !Jri:::ary er::phasis of Israeli aircre,·r training appears to have 

bee� plo.ced on the ground attack
: 

role. 

Cne ·senior 1·1irq;e !�ICJ pilot; (Isr�el•s prim�.ry· air supetiority 

fighter) rc!)ortcd that the majority of his squ;;dron 1 s training be-

io':.'c :.nc ·.·::"r i..'1volvcd strikes against d\lJ"':'imY aircraft on the grourrl 

ar::i si::ntl<2ted armored colu;ms. The remainder of their training 

\·;as devoted to air-to-air' combat tact .. ic s. 2 3 

to 2. g:-e�t extent on simulated aitfields :-:..'1"'.1 arrao:t"ed columns 

located en gu_nnery ranges in the desert?4 There are four or five 
.. -

of th� sc r �nee s located in the Southern I�egev t-Jhich have e�ch be�n 

:!it ,.;it� sever�l thousand bombs .in practic8 ruids. At lcust once 

a ye� the :tsraeli Jtir �"'orce corf.lucts a full-scale practice strike ·' 
on t�ese tc.rr;ets. As a result_, 1·::hen it csrr.e to t!:e real thing not . ' 
or.e I sraeli aircr.;:i't faled to d:eli-ver it� ordna.Ylce on target. 

Is:·:.cli pilots ha:i been pr�cticing this sort of �ttack for ye2I's 
.• 

JctaileC. d.cbriefingS of indiyidual pilot �ffectiVeness vrere 

14 
I 
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co:-;:iucte<! �.fter each tr:Uning flight. Dur:L"lg these debrief� 

SC.�:Jio�s, pilots \ .. 'Crc encouraged to give s-v,age�tions for improv-

:L'l;: thai!· kctics. l·;any of these l·rere incorporated into ir.diVidual 

�u:.t!ron �;:_tir!inc; r:w.nu\lls. 26 

Is:·c,cli aircreHs ha::l been trained with a cle:!rly c!ef:L'led plan 

!.n :1ind - t.>,e destruction of Arab aircraft on the ground. The 

pl�n hro to ·.-:ork perfectly because it hl!d been rehearsee over and 

ovar <![;:lin 1mtil every m:m knc;r .exactly •·:hat he h:.\d to do�7 T"ne 
' . 

C:<ccution of the plan by the piiots (a•.rer!lge oee 23) l·ras a vital 

linlc in the chain of success�8 It reflected an unusual!�.- high de­

gree of indivt<iual ability and ic::rrs of tr:li.ning. After the w::r_. 

C-c..l'\o,·cl. �00. sci.d: 11Nornilly h""e �ct res4ts in Har to be some 

?!:) "'P.�'S th:m 5.n pe:tce-ti.Jno oxcr:cises, hec::�.uce of t.'-le e..xeitomont 

o:r '0.c ::;ituo.tion and because oi' :the distrnetion of anti-aircraft 
I 
I 

fi:·c. As it turned out the results 11ere even better than in the 

- --ce-+.< .. � �r�c�<c·e � u29 • ,.., _ ... . . _...,.. !-' � V.!. ,,. 

!:'le :!.�·a:;lis uould have been: so.tisi.fied 1-rith eech airer<>.ft 
I I 

one onomy plane. , . ' In fact, the actual fi�ures 

·.tore usu . .:llly r:1�ny times th3t exoCcted. Cn one occasion t·t-ro Israeli 
• . I i 

r.>ilots ,!.e::;koycd sixteen :'l:crypticiJ. bombers on the ground in the 

�=c� of fo� :-:inutes
.
?0 It is gencr-clly cereod that Isrt:eli air-

C!"c·.: �e;r£o:--:-:�.:1cc. _, as f�r a� :-:cc!ll"'acy :..s conccrncC) u::s considerably 

tio:-c accurate FCr sortie -.·per r.-i.ssion tha-"1 roquire;ncnts of other 

ci:- forces. The nu.':lber of tareets s>..<ccessf'ully destroyed for eoch 

11> 

! 

: ( I I � I 
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• 

. ::;ct·:.i:! :::-s p��obnbly .live to si.."-\: times g:-eo:.tcr t�o.n could be eA"'pect­

cd f�:c� the t:nitcG 3t�t..cs Air ?orce or the �oyal Air Force. )l 
.:::U�lity of n:ar:po:·1e:- 2nd a hieh level. of traininz played its 

!J�z. no t only i.t t.�e o.ir, but also eq_ually as \·!ell on tJ::e r.round. 

Pcr!�2.!)S the r�ost stri�:ing e;,:�nplc of the hiGh degree of �trcining 

t.�;_t p:-Cv2ilC"J in Israeli c;round creus was a <iemonst!"::t.ion put on 

in c2.1'ly 15'57 for the bcnifit of the air attr:.ches of th� .foreign 

e::iOussics in 'icl AViv. A scp
.1adron of V�utours lcmdcd and -taxiod 

in p�s up to t!:e r�. A stop !·:atch hec! been stt?.rte.;! the secorrl 
they touche-..! dot-m. ;·Ji thin 7� r.�inutes the circrl'it ha:l been refuel-

c:i, ::'OSupplicd 11ith o:>.-yeen, 10 bor.tbs hune fror.1 their :.o:i.nt;s, and th.ey 

::ere airbor:'!e :lg<'in. General Hod sugges'-..ed th�t this :-:as only a 

r;:o turn :rou.n.:! r:lodern con:bat airer�ft in seven to eight �:inutes 

mci to keep up a ���i!':'lum sortie r:1tc for siX days, raqu; -es 

trc�cnd.ous skill end coordination. Gener·a). Hod has :re:-1::rked since 
' 

the :.;�r: 11At. C'll�:> r:ondt:j' morning the serviceability or our comb�.t 

iceabili ty t:n�ouchcut the �·teek of tho �·i�l". H Even t�ough r.tany of 

t!;c !s��eli aircrc.i't recieved battle de.:i�&ee, they Hc:-c quickly re-

�ci.:-eci a.."¥! O::.ci\ in the air for another mission. Gc.n2ra ::oo Ccclar-
cd: "Although it �'i;;ht hav.e' taken up to an hour to patch up holes 

in one or t:·:o of oUY circr �ft, at no stage \•'as �""'JY oi oux ai:rcr�.rt 
16 
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our losses.1133An ir.l9lied tribute to if yo-.:. c::cJ:ucc 
I 

ere":; l·ms that once in the air, I 
:;,-,y !S!":<eli strilce aircraft?4 

there Here 

no ::.Oorts ::-eco:rv.lerl for 

'ilis inc::-e<\iblc naintentmce capability, 1:J1c intensive training 

of n.ircrc:;5, .o.rod the choice of yeapons <rere all incredicnts 1:J1at 

contt'ibute:! to !srnel 's success lin the Six-Day Har. Ho�:ever, it 

:1a:; Isr<:cl 's strategy th:.t ·.1as to mold these ingredients together 

a.'ld. ::1cl-:c · ihe Isr�li Air Fo�ce :;. tdnnor. 

J 
' 

I 

' 
.i 

I 
' 

.• 

17 

·. I 

--· 

' 



\ 

" 
I ;} � 

CHAPTER III 

S'i'?!ATEGY - 1967 

?ne previous chapter exalllined a fe�< of the steps Israeli Air 

!>orcc lo�C:o::s took in preparing the:j.r ;re:;.pons and airnen for this 

·.·:::r. !t �!as ap?::rcnt teat t.'loy hid selected their equipment and 

tr:!incd. their r.;en ,,rith n definite plan in mind. This chapter Hill 

o:-:<.!"..inc this pl.o.."l an::! the stratezy behind it. 

Hoa�e D2.Yill! 
! 
! 

""vine been confronted l>'ith �reats o:f annihilation for t h e  

entire c':istonce of their state,i the Israelis obviously h<d 
. 

brillial'lt contingency plans. 
/ 

be.C<>.::iC !srrel 15 Do'fense !·iinister) just a feu days befQre the :•rar, 
' 

he si:;ni!'ic2.ntly bro<dened the Strategic objectives of these plans. 

It :·:"s reliably r�portec:; that he! scrap� a plan to seize enly ' i I 
as a trad.ine poiJ;lt for free access to the Gulf of 

! 
.::q�2.. In::;tc� he g�ve orders t� take all of the Sinai Peninsula� 

i 
Jzya."l '<'.'Cs uell 'Orepared for the job of Defense f·�ister. . . ' 

.• 

\looks 

oe.:ore <the �::!!', sensi...,g trouble, the toured I:�rael • s defense l)o::i­

ticns. Curiously, on tahnz o1'.f:j.c2, Dayan maio a statement that ; I , 
p:-ooably lulled the Arab's into believing the Isr::.elis',iould not 

.· . ... ·. 
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::t.t.�cl:: urt is either too early or too lc:te,11 Dayan said. 11�ither 

:·::> s'!ould h�ve reacted (to the J.rab blockade) right a-aay, or wa 
. 2 :x'1culd N:>it a.'ld sec t·lh�t are thehrc5Ul.ts of diplomacy." 

:l:'yc.r1 �·.',L!.S t o r;ivc strategic-focus to the Israeli camp2ign. A 
! 

davotod student of Von Clauso�tz� Dayan hod been the major archi­
; 

teet of'Isracl's stunning victory in .tho Sinai C3l11paign of 19%. 

It •:as then that he del:!onstrated hj.s philosophy on modern u�-

f�rc - ullint: the elemnts of speed, surprioo, and mobility Hith 

t;!'e.:!t succ�ss. 3 

'ihe str:>.tegy Dcyan >�otili! follo>r in 1967 tfould be .!Undaz:tentally 

c::.!:'fcrcnt than that of the 1956 Sinai Campaign. That w= h:rl start-

c:i out on a lot·r key in order to .convince the E{lYJ)tians it t·ras a re­

tcl.i:-tory rai.d. The Israeli Air Force hcl been held in check Hhile 

Slt.ll arr.tored columns penetr�te� into Sin:U.� r
;
at.er the restrictions 

; 
::ere lifted fror.t the Air Force and eight �nomy :U.rcraft 1·;ere shot 

do�m in air b attles. The· Isr�elis considered t.l-tis victory incom-
' 

!llete bec<:�use ma.'ly ;i;gy:r'.;ian airdraft 1>:ere flo;m to the sanctu:i...";y - . ; 
of neutral Sud<:n a."ld to Sa:di Arabia. 1'owovcr, had the Isn•elis ; 
C::U!i.l-tcd. the 8rr:.,1ltia� Air For-ce i� the 'o�/cy they na."lted, it is doubt­

ful th::t it \:oulti have ha:i a sighi.C.i.c:mt offoct on the outco� of 
� ; 

t.:1c · .. ��r? 'i1�c �C"'.Y!lti an
. 

Air ?or-cc! �>�as considdrabl:y� smaller in i95'6 
' 

,:-_::-� !':las�ivc n:.r "�:.aci:s o� '2g:,.rptiBn airfields prob.nbly l·rould not 
' 

-·ch � ··� t +' - - 6' But 1S''7 · · ano.the s+o.,...., O•iV. • C.&..;.-..;C 0� r.ne - .·r. r. 0 u;lS r ... -.� 
_. I .. --·- -

' I \ 
the Isr�clis o.>id SF.'mti2ns h::d no:·;o.r.ful air :forces can_ r.ble -· I • 

' 
19 
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:ze·h;:..d no 

zirficld:::> ii"l l�o":�es of c:::tch:i.ne �!z.sse�"'1s cir force on the erotU;d. 

The 1<IG-21 s 
"' 

�-:ere co�si.d(!:red the only Sgypt.j.an 2j.rcrtft capable of. effect.ively 

r.l �jC!' tCcl. - the des't::'i�Ctton of ;e.'}rpt 1 S long-!"t.nn:e bo�ber force 

}_$ it 

off. Sccor:d, !·:I2--2ls �·zc:-c to Oc li2�..:.rcyeC. ·;:.o protect the f'..:.ture 

to Oe 
. • 

: :�0-17' ;r.:::::·-19 J 

' ' . o.e�vroy-cd 

to 

n ::�;·c.tcc·:;. I�: .. �el:l. �:-ound for-ces? :2�'Pti�l ro.ci.�.r t:��j:�s ·�·:c::·C to be .:!it 

•• ' 
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�:; �r;···c:.s c: oo�ortunit.y·auri."1g the fir:;t s"..rikc in oroer to i 
:·n:.lltfy the �zyptim air defense net1·10rk. I Although a total of 23 

-�t:tpt� �'rl rtrle.r sites i·iere put oi.tt of uction by the Isr�.eli .;\ir I . 
.'o:·cc, priority 1-ms not given tb these tarrrets until complete air . I � 

:m::rc!"!ncy :w:! been achieved on r·:onda;r afternoon. 9 

Crd.,rs pcrr.�itted :Ur-to-air coobat only when Israeli circrat't 
I ::arc 5.nt'J:rce;:.teC. in the course of: attacking airfields. 11If you i 

1-.�.vc to res-�rt to dogfights you!b;.ve fsiled, for Y,Ou,�ould get ' 

Ho atte:;,!)t to SU?pre ss anti(a:i.rcraft fire \vas to be ma:le since 

ammunition needed for attacking grounded aircraft . I -and increcs:d the chances of lo;sing aircraft to ground fire. Base 
i'c.cilitico "" "'"' not dcJ.i.bc ratcly hit dur i n c; t ho initiaJ. atte.cl<" 

I 

� th 11 
I. Or e- s<'!..rne re�sons . · - -

Israeli strateeY ca).led for using the bulk of their front-line 

aircraft in the initial air strike. llo aircraft ,,-ere to be left. 

i."! reserve as backup for ne>� targets. The Israelis ,;ere counting 

' 
O:\ ground controllers being able to shift tar::o;cts of: airborne 

•' 

:;trike circr<.ft if a hi!!her priori
.
ty tarr:lO'L HM identified once 

' 

the :;t:;-i}:e fcrce h::-d· been launched�2 Only tHelve of Israel's front-

li::e pla.'les ·"oul.C. be left behind 'to gu;o.rd their air b�ses - eight 
.· 

fl�-e· t� cover :-nd four on standby ale!"t at the er..d of t:-ta :-un-

:r�rP 

·... :r - • • •  

.· 

' 
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)J. 
I.n pre?.:.rztion fo:- the wasSive strikes to come, t�iO Heeks prior 

I 
to t!�c •.:t.r, the !src::eli Air Force limited the ny1ng of its cooa::t 

?��c��it L� order to push the maintenance availability level up as 

close :1:1 possible to 100 pe::-cent. Exceptions �rere ma1e only for the 

yoW1;;cst pilots a'11 recalled reserVists •tho fleN intensive training 
rntssions to build up tbetr proficiency •14 

'l'hc �.terr-J behin::! tl:e Isr�cli. battle plan uas based on a good 

kno:,,lcdr:e of: the cne::JY's J:'.ilita.7 c�>pabilitics and his personal 

habits a.� itiiosyncrasiesf5 Egypt., t-tith its then-pot·;erful air force, 

uas t.'le :1ajo::- threat to be eli.r.linatcd first. Jordan, Syria, and \ I lid 
• I t.."loueht to be unable to inflict· any major da-aage on Israel ji . 

' ; tl  
be dealt Hith after the destruction of the E�J!)tia.� Air 

' 

"nrc,.!6 Tho !s:-o.elic �"'-illle.tcd �hey h3d about t"o to thl..,« hours 1n ' ' ' 
1·1l1ich to doal Hi th the Bgyptiani before being confronted by the air 

forces of the other 
. 17 hours. 

.-· 

i 
Arab nations. 

I ' ' 
1 

As it turned out, they had four 

regard�_Israeli_lipwll�genc<?_ �'!' ... �e 
.• 

' 
the loct!tion o: :-.l:.!ost �1 of t�tian �ua1rons. i!:ven though 

• j 
!"ecormoiso�ncc fJ.i&fJ ts ove.r Ee3�t ���ra canceled during the 1:-1eck be-

l ' 
fore the �::-r to .:tvci.d jeo�::...'YI\!izill!;; pca�e negotiations in the United 

I 

:··h:.t:i..o:ls, !::rcoJ. ci.r force olan.Yle�·s uere inforr.ted of the nu.r.:ber and . : -------
t.;rr.:.��.f trl:tcraft. th�.t c9uld be. f·:pected at each 3:gyptian :ri.rficld. 

'i.�"1is ::.ni'o::-r.�tion enabled tpe !srir.elis to launch the initial air strike 
. 

·.. -- � q:ai:1ct. the bases housing the top-priority bo:nbcrs anc ,•uG-2ls. 
22 
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I 
I!lr�ol •s c!•oice of t:'_;-,e for; the initial air attack gives a 

fm·ther i!Y.iic::tion of their SU;:>!'lrb knoHledee of the ene:ey- a.� t!:e 
i 

' � I te e!lvi!"O:l�nt t�.cy :.oulC. h_..ve �o pperr. in. The Isr::elis reasoned I 
th;:t 07h5 hours for the initial; attack t•sould have the follo>ring 

·--

Ever since the 
I 

Er.;yptiD.ns had begun t;;eir troop concentrations in Sinai threc· 1,reeks 

befo:-e, they had sev�:-ai' n:,!!_h�s of ;.:r�-�ls on ru:m'�Y. alerLa:!o __ da;m 

eyery norn:!ng. '111ey >.'B!'e also flyine mo-21 airborne patrols at 

ci�:-:n, t.'�c r.�ost likely ti.':!C of day for the Israelis to �ck. -

!-!o:-:evcr, it Has calculated to be most unlikely that the Egy;.ti.:ms 

Hould ren:ro.n on t:tis high state of read:!noss indefinitely. :·.hen no 

_3.ould more th:Jll 1�ly_}QHeJ' t�':ll?i:\' �Q,l.',!._ttt.!!:!:_us. The Israelis felt 

..... 
. .. -19 it s�fe to <>.ssur:�e by 0730 the Sgyptians h""' lo,,'Cred their guard. 

2. l�st attt-cks usually occur at da:.-m. But since pilots have to 

sta:-t preparing for a Uip,ht about three hours before takeoff, that 

�roant t..l-te Israeli pilot,s nould have had to eet up arourd midnight 

or in f:,ct ect no sleep at all t..lt&t ni{;ht, By the end of the first 
I 

C.ay they ·.1ould have h2.d no sleep for 36 hours ,,ri th the v1holc night 

a.'ld possibly the next: day of action ahead of them. l:l'.f m�i!l.i the 

i'i!·:;·�- ·�tttck at 07h5 the pilots ;-rerc able to sleep until Ol!OO or so • . ··----· 

l""nis :·;as es:;onti21 00cau9} �mtL"'lY of the aircrel1S 1vere to f'ly up to 

se�n or oi�"l t  sorties the fir:;t day�0 
23 
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J. At t!"!is ti�o of year thdre is a w.ol"ning :1ist ti�?t covers i 
::cuch of t?!c ;:ne, the Delta, anl the 3uez Ca.,<ll. i3y 0730 t!!is mist 

h::s j:I:;t �bout disipated. Arou.TJCl 0800 the �c�eather is usually at its ! 
opti�u.-:t. 1r!e visibility is at its best and there is ver-<J little I I :-Jir.C., l·:hich is L-:;portant ;;hen it comes to placing l)o:.�bs

' 
accurately 

.I 
• I 

!,. ?inl'l1y, C17h5 (Israeli time) is 08h5 Egyptian time. ! 
:::<;ypti::ns· no�::!lly aet to their ,offices around 0900 in the �o::-ning. 

! 
A-:.t�ci:in:: lS mi...llu-;.es l:x�<i'ore 0900 Hould c�::�h ::l��Y of' the hi(;h rank-

ing :�rrJ!)ti:m officers a..'1d op-aration�l contnanders enrouto to their 
! 

_.office:;;. ·�'his � .. :auld leave ·the Ezyptia:ns Hi thout thair key <lcc�sion 

�<�ers �t the c�itical tL��2 

IsrM1 '· str:rt .. "Jf!Y c::allod. ;."or tho r.asults of the air be.ttle to be 

kept secret as long as possible. Isr�el did not ,.;a..�t the Soviet 

Union co::-.ing to the aid of the Ar;lns. ":or did they ;:ant the lini"tP..d 

![a":.iona 3ccurity CoW'lcil p.assint:: cease fire resolutions until he2vy 

los.::es hrd be::n inflicted on Nasser ' s  army ond Isroeli ground forces 

h:;C :;ot'Ven dee? into Ezyptian terri tori3 

f:;:-i!cli Air Force in 2-tt.�ck:i.ng the Egyptian Army: "·;fe didn 't make the 

T!!cn H3 at. tacked thcr.1 from the eastc� .: end ----- -

of 3in3i :l..'ld t::cy sot �':;2.:; �-ith r.mch of tt:eir cqui:>:-<-,cnt. �is time �:e 
--
bl�!cc:l the · .

. !estern end of -�he �·:itla �t tho outret; blockinti the.�r_9.�-
2!;� c c::...c route; then :·:e hacl:&l them from �.-est to oa st. t: p ' 

2'· '" 

I 
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i 
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1Z':-el rs  b:;.t1;le ple.n N3S mrde up of a series of sequential steps, 

e:>ch depending on the one that preceded it •. T'ne major threat, the 

i::gypti:m Air Force, :vas to be eliminated before attacking the air 

·forces of Jord:m, Syria, and Irl!<J.. '!he enemy's runt1ays t-zere to be 

bo::be:i first. Cnee that :.as accomplished, groiiDied �'raft -..;ere 

to be destroyed. Only after complete air suprem2ey Has gai.11ed, would 

;;,"JY ;ri.r effort be devoted to groun:i force SU!)port. <men the air 

effort :·;2s tu.T"fled to support the ground forces, fue f'irst Step �.;as 

to ::>loci: the escape routes of tho l>gyptin."l Ar:rr:r. · Each of these steps 

h::ld to be conplctce before moving on to the n�t. Israeli strategy 

therefore, :night be called a sequential strategy. But, by � n2me, 

the Isr�.eli Air Force Has to execute its moves �ri.th such fines�e and 

impertinence as to astound even the non-Arab strategic and tactical 

<M!)crts�5 

I 
( 

.· 

' 
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I 
CHAP.'l,ER IV \ i 
SJli DAYS 

. I 
P:-ior to the Six-Day ��ar rJrt!el' s tri.litary strategy was largely 

I 
f:l.>:cd by GCC�a,:c'1y <md modified by the composition of Arab forces 

(l:"l'":'lj'.Zd r..gci..n st. her. Qie of the fe1·1 strategic eleronts le!'t to 
I 

:::.::cr.�l :.;::.c tir.:i.ng. The Israeli:s could make a choice bet't·:een 1Vci.t-
! :_"'tG :c'!' �he .:...!'ab attack they fe�t �,ras su.re to cor..c or strike the 
: 

I 
'!his decision :1;;s provided ;oy no le ss th:m Egypt •s master 

' 

Ge:•1al Abdol ���oocr. 
thrMts of total annihilation, 'to persut-de the Israelis they ha:i no ' 

' 
choice e.'ce.pt to strike the fi-r:st blo>� in order to sur1ri ve� 

'.lhc Israeli t..ir Force· �1as nm; called upon to put its Jr.en and 

::e:l!lons to the actual test of combat. The success of their battle 

pla� depcP.ded on .the effectiveness of their fi�htcr-bomber ·force. 

'tds chapter ,.n.n c>:vmine the tac7ics employed by the Israeli Air 
' 

Fo:-ce durinll the Six-Day Har. 

'!'llc fir!:t •.:ave of tile j:sraeli strike force ,.,as d5.V'...ded into ten 

ni�tt!i of: four <d..rcrPft each. 
\ . 

Cnc :fJ.ieht for each te:reet. 

26 
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.! ' 
flishts r.:x!e their 11� to their 'assigned targets by v�ious routes. 

s�c ?robably took a direct route :£rom the central Israeli airfield 
I 

J..Viv (Lod, H2rt�o�;, B.l(ron, and �t DaVid) to co�lex around Tel 

strike at Esyp-tian airfields in :Sinai. others hi:P he2'ie<i 1;est after 

te.\:eo:if ·s,r.:lepi.l'lg out over the H�itcrranean Sea, hookinif·from the 

risht, to hit targets arou.Td Ca:i[o fr011! the north;...ast? From 

r.c�vzerir.J in the i·:egev Desert., I�rael1s southern:nost airfield, 

· ·�rz.i..:.tov.r �t2c:: bo:hbars too}: off =and hetrled south dot·:n the Gulf of 

s•nrA·-1 •;i ''0 �"-<'·e Tu;.·or f<.r UU the r'ile a.'ld R:!.S 3<:r.<?.s, far south ... , ----- "" � ..... _.� .:..1 • ,. :• • \ ' 
�· i 

on t::c :led Sea co"-st? The i.l'l&o�ng route of e2.ch flight had becm ' 
: 4 ca:-cfully !)lc.r_l'!eC to aVoid dctec;t.ion by Eg-JPtian rt!d2r. 
! 

"fhe r;;.:!:u- c�l"Ji!1'7-J?.rtt. Sttp!'lic...-'1.! to Zgypt by t.ho Soviet. Union i::s, 

contr;u-y to populr,r opin�on, qulle good. f.o>.>evur, I:n-1'eli intelli­

gc!'lc.:; h� been st;;dying its height capabilities and S'Jstems of alert­

for years a.":d -;.at! found gaps in �ts cover:!ge? B".f planning their 
i routes through these gaps and !ce,eping extremely loH, probably no 

. � .··· .,._ . . l!lOl"e than 30 !eet above ;the ground, _Israeli aircrai't avoided rl!dar 

Cctecticn. 7'!le ·::r;:vptian ra1ar net�10rk l·1as to give little or no 
I 

:.1arninrr at cl.l. But the Z<ryptians did not ha.ve tho o.'lly r<:lar 

:r.;s-te:o t;:c Is:-aelis r.ad to �,void?-

' 
!:=-::eli aircr:lft dc?t:rtii1e a:i'Cfields around Tel l'.viv !1ai !.:c;;t lo·.: in 

�(o;. .. ...... ,J. " • I 

-......... 
-· 
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�CCOllilt for �ussein1s initial conViction that British or UniteQ 

, 5-:.:J.tes C.?.!"!"ie::: b�eed aircraft had taken part i.."l. t.ite zir &ttc.cks.8 

n;·fe ;·;ent in right on t.he deck," General· ';:eizrna!m s2id later .9 

Althou.jl fuel lias a crttical .factor for the Vautouis; their 

,.. mission' profile Has also plap.ned for a lo•r level das.h to the target 
i ' 

/ to avoid r.:<lar det�ction a."ld achieve the element of S<l!'pri&3. 1o$d-

t!:cir cpti.r.ru.."'n si.."1gle-engine altitude and &'-t ut do:m one engine. 'fuey 
cruisc:d on sl.r:ele-cnr;ine pot·rer to conServe f'u.el until re c .. cbin.g a 

... 

. ' pre-planned decent point. Glide decents -,rere 'ma:ie a.l'Jd the second 

.
.. : . .. 

engi..l1e restarted !or a lot·; lGvel run to· the ta!"get bene.:th Egy-9ti<4'1 

rcd.Cl"' eovcr6gc . A oi..-mlS" return profile, eeei.:n to conxrv·e .fuel, 

eriaL> led t�� 'la'i.!tcu.rs to rc�-:ch !.uxOr 2.11d Ras B�2s un::letected •10 

T'�e Isr�.elis emplo�rcd other techniques to achieve mc..xir.ro.m sur-

prise. The first �·;ave of t..J.-te strike force hcd been onlered to 

�aL,tzin complete rzdio silence enroute to t.he target. This pre­

vented the Eeyptians fr�m detecting the attacking aircr�S.t ·�hrough 

t.t,eir voice co:-:a.n.L···dcations. }\nott:�r ollrprise t�ctic employed Has 

to zdjust takeoff ti:iles so that :the m2:jor )�:SJPtic.n airfields 1·rould 

Gc st:ruck �t precisely ;the :;ar�e '::fm,1ent?-l oi.'the first ten basSs to .. · - -··- --- -� 
be hit:, ni·:.c �·:arc in· fact attac}:ed at exn�tly the s�:ia tl.rr.-e �·;ilile / 

! . . : I  � ' . ... , . ... .!; . ._.1_ • 
• �� , . �!')� .... ·.•': • •  � � � ••• � 

'lhcre ':;as a slight 

' ... .. � . 



As the first t-T:!Ve of the Isr�cli stri!<e force hit their t2rgets, 

t.>tc second 11<:Ve ;·�as only ten mnutes be!lir..d and t.>te thinl. '��S just 

getting ci.rborne. ;;:ech ili(lht hod se'ten ninutes over the tareet. 

The seven minutes allo;·:cd for one bomb ru.'1 (l!ld t1·1o or three st!·af'e 

passos. A t.\u-oe r.1inutc loe1;ey wns sc!1odulcd bottroon ritgllts for 

na1fit<\tioncl. e:rrors or should the nee<i arise for 211 a:iditional pass 

on tr.c tar�etJ.3 

the nc:•l concrate dibber pulled U);> tq 200-500 feet to ma.\(e their bor.tb 

delivery. i'ornally the first att:?.ck-hea:iing •·ms planned for an 

a!)proach alligT!ed uit.� the runn:;y. 11�!is tactic allor:ed the pilots 

to make their bon!b ru.'1 cio�·m the length of· the rumrcy 1-lliicl! �·:ou:J.e 

holp minimize r�::;c crroro. Fro1:1 the lo· .. ; o.ltitudos th.::tt t!'�asa Oombc 

:·rere delivered, az:L";iuth errors c;�used by pilot error or cross •,·:ir:ds 

uere r...inimru.. I...'l'l crldi tion to obJ..:.a:ininr; a hieh degree of accurc..cy 
./ 

f:-o::t this deliver".{ :>eth<Xi, it also cl.leViat.o::!. the requirement to fly · 

C.o:·m the barrels oi enemy anti-aircr�t gu.""!s as is :rcquL..-.ed in � 

nor:nal dive bomb a•"teck. Ho;-1evcr, the !$raelis did not rel;!,r totally 

on the. concrete �ib:;·cr, nossibly bccn.u�.e tt hn:l no".:. been us� before - . ' 
in actual co::;b�t.ll! 

\ 
J:n either c�sc, t.::c objoc-
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�.�.vc ::r s the S<:!:.C > cr<!ter tho rl'-!t:�y on the first ?OlS::i to ?:'eVent 

' oircra.ft from ta}:ing off. Tl'.is t�c-�ic i·:'as to prov·e its.itorth before 

the mornin� uas over, for many of the Egyptj.:m bases att�.c};cd h�d 

,;:IG-2ls taxL'1e for ta.l(ooff \/hen t�e Israelis struck.lS 

Pull� oi'f the target from the bo!:!b run, free of uiiderHing 

st.orcs, · :rsraeli ai.rcral't entered a cloverlcG.f' !)O.ttern over the 

t::-r:;c'.; to make multiple strafe <!Ild rocket runs on (,--rou.rrled planes. 

Althou;::h ·the initial bomb run tro.s r.1cie a·� high s90ed, subsequent 

st!'o!c rmd rocket p2.sscs !·rer? so;:.etir:tes mac!.c at .sl,ot-�nr spaed for 

ereatcr �ccur::t.cy }6 Thera uo:-o reports that sene Isr�eli a.i.rcl-aft 
.. 

htrl lo<�re<i the:i,r l.mdine gear a.'):! fla,'>S to achieve slo:...:r SJ)Ced s. 

: Ho�.�ver, this is a hiehly questionable pr-ocecl.u...� in n:ost :=tcx:lern 

� ... ,-;••· 

f1ghtcr atrcr2..4..r-.c _, particularly ovc:- heaVily defended targets}. 7 

Israeli aircreHs usually made their st:rlli'c �nd rocket a'�tad:s 

at lo:i � ti tude and £linir.n.u:l firing ra...,ee.. 'l'he purpose .. ,1as appcr-
.-� 

cnt.ly t;1o-fo:W.. .At r.rl.nimw:l firing ra'lge, Cel".non fire �.d rockets 

<!l'e very accurate and the probcl>ility of· deS"'.royi.ng p<:>.rked aircraft 

>ras not..rly lCO percent. : In 3i:iition to achicvin� a hit;h d(,gree of 

t:u-cct destruction, the minimWTl r�'lge •·ras used to avoid ;.:asting 

ordna.�ce on decoy aircratt. The Israelis rc!Jor��cxl that at close 

r��c, Arab decoy airc��:l.ft c:crc uirual.ly discernible al1d lit.t.le .' 

iLl or the �t:l.rcrti:t, but loft the decoys untouched. . 
' t·;!-:en q_ucstionecl 
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one Isr<.eli officer reported that it ;ms a combination of both. He 

also �1C.Bd tha� at Abu Sueir� near IS':':lailia, they had: hit sol!'!c of 

the dwrrr:1ies c..s Hell as aircrs.ft, but on S�"lai airfields Hhere their 

intelligence H<;s better, there l·tere no m.ist,.l{esl-9 

The ·consistent ,avoidance of pl;,rHooi decoys an:i f:mtastic 

accuracy ag.?inst real aircraft leui to some conjecture mnoung the 
r 

it is doubtful that these decoys HouJrl have f<::oled tra:L'lcd pilots 

at close ri?.nge. The du.:'7l.mies ex3!flined at. the ca:..> t.ured airfield of 
.,. 

Jebel Libne had an excessive tail-d01m stance, exaggerated di�edral 

.:rr:d, most ob·.;ious, they Here located in conspicuous locations .. 20 

Fhotogr�phic cvi.dc..Yloc ind:ic".tco t.hct the 2�yptieno incrcc.ocd the 

effectiveness of Israeli attacks by p.?.rki.ng tr.eir ai�Cl"dt :L't1 neat 

roHs, close to�cther, fueled and =ed, re�y to expJ.oee in ch� 

reaction fr�� a sincle hit. 

Although Israeli tactics pro-... "ed to be v�ry effective ag.a:L'<'lst 

the.se targct5, they Here� not used Hithout losses. At le<:..st -tl·iO of ;I 

�he Israeli aircraft lost in the f�rst t-.'�Ve �·:src do�·r:1cd by explosions 

of Ctte:rr-.:r aircroi't they -.;,rere att:::cking.2l I:f it -.:·:�ls co;n.-r.:om pr::tctice to 

fire at rr�ini.'IT'W"n r2.!lge, it is surpfis:L"'1g the Israelis did not lose . ../ 

;.:ere !d.Tc�d't, becau�..e it must h�nre been eY.t!'er.!e:J.y cl:� f£ic ult to 

;�-..roid the debris of explOO.�.ng targets. l:.nti-ail'cr<.ft fire: �.ust have 

also ·;:.r}:en i�s toll s..t.. these operatinr:; altitudes. 
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i 
_ ··, · ..t .•. 

. . .; j 
�·ne Isr<.a:'.is report.ed 'that �arfJe caliber ant:!.-tircra!'t fire �-ras 

i 
effac"vivc ,.,:-:en it 1-:as used, but I that many of the gun empl:acerr.;nts 

!�-ere u.!"!occc.':'Jied durir1g the initial irl.r strikes. The attackl.ng air-
. • I . I 

craft did encounter a lar�e �-notint of effective small :arms fire 
I 

a.>'Ji D;_,;r�n clai.'>ed that
' 

not one lsre,eli aircraft had esc'ii!)ed being 

hit on the first l·rava.�2Hm-reYei'-,' by achieVing CO!:!plete t.�.rget de-
l . 

strt:.ctj.on c.ni eliminating the r�q,uirement for subsequent scrt:i;..es, 
; ' 

these loss2s �·:ere considered. miriL11al by the· Isr�el�s • . . To insure 
.. ,., .. ... .... ........ ···-· 

even a t�ken a�t�ck 2.gcinst Isr�{el, �he Isr�.elis continued their 
.. 

att�.c�:s �"1til total destruction · of the eneillj" rm.s achieved. 23 

. For 8b ni.nutes the !�aelis . attacked Egyptian airfields. Teen 

-after a 10 !ninute pause, there Has another 80 m.L'1ut0s of continuous 

Isr�eli a' r. attacks.---In-2 -hours and SO minutes
. 

the Isr�elis esti-

mated they h� destroyed over 85 percent of Lgypt's operational 

. ca.lb<!t ai.rcrar:J.4 The Egyptian oi'fensiVB potential hai been elimi-

--... . . 

rr.· . ' 

:nat.Gd_ aJ� the Israeli s  hai lost only 19 of their co!':b;:;t aircraft�S ./ 

Host of the :£f::Yi:,tianJ aircraft destroy·ed had been 0:1 i;he -�ound. 

A.lthout;h a feH managed -tO get airborne a!t.er the battle started, the 

·only ;'�ro"?ti� ficrhtc:::-s flyinr; at the time oi the initicl. :ll:::· strike 
-

� ,  . 
t-:ere fou:..� tL'!'laTT.:e<i ?·�IG-215 on a training mission�0 A total of i9 

/ . 

Egy?ti.an cirfiClc!s -:·m!'e tltttc��cd .end their run�·r<:ys seva:rely <i�-:-:r:r;cd. 

?7 ' 
in�ct so it could be usE:d �s a fo�·Jard supply b;l$2� ' 
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1� little ba:'c� noor. en i·:ord<� .. , �bout !our hours after Isre.el ts 
i-'llitial ::.tt�c:\ on Zf;Y?t, -;.he 5�;-:i�Jt Air i.i'orce &:ttacked the Isr�li 

oil :-cfine:--:r in Eajfa Bey c..nd the air.liald at Y..egiddo. ..i'hc attacks 

�.�:-c :U.r.c_::.a.. b��t !s��,:o.l �·:c.s no�·! in a .  position to turn her full 

'" .a. v t!V S�.;!"UC .... . 

Jont :-'l �so �ttud:c:l �"'Cill1� noon �t Israel ' s sateJ.li te ci.rfield 

t!t �:efcr Sirk i.n. rsrcel :-atalt::tcd by bombing Jol"icm airfieldG at 

i·ys'-.eres th:1.t h:xi �en criginilly scheduled to att:1.ck tha Egyptian 
.. 

airfield at !-';zyid . :-inen t�e i·ly:>"..cras discovered all the targets 

"t ?eyid had been destrc;'cl, Israeli zrowxl controlle!"s diverted 

tl:cm to attack the airfield at !u:>�·.,an.3°The cliility to divert air-

,cr::.ft to � nc�·r t;.r;.:et J Hhich Ha.s. over 230 r.ll.les front the originll 

t!·.rc�t, re.flect.s a high d�gre� cf o,erot:i.onal flexibility. Israeli 

�:--c· . ..r.d controllcr5 'i:;cre �ported to be ve�" good at absorbin:; a..:d 
I 

int.:!:r:ti!':f! :-.c:.� t:.rr;�t L�fo:r-::1z.ti?n into tt:.c O!)ere;tional pla.1-1, t!'!e:1 

airfields stru.c:: c�lier 

: 

. 
• 

. ' ' � J.n 't-lle c:;. ��. '!'hoy oood.cd wany of the r,u:-

th:-o\.�jl:out the :lieht. 'I·his t.:;.ct:L c  ::>revon.,�d any· ai:;Genpt to r0p:-�r 

the c:-::rterod rtur.J::_ysi2 'i"he !s-.:.cli$ contil'lued thei'r at.t<;.c!:s aGc.i.n�� 

.n 

I 
� --·�------------ -----------------
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the next morning, :mother Visual B'"ccp of Arab bases ;;as accomplished 

to check for any ne'" actiVity .Jh 

On 'l'uea:ley mornine, the Iraqi Air Force entered the 1�ar by attack­

ing the Israeli t01m of NataJJya)5 Israel reacted by bombing the air­

field at Habbaniyah mxl destroying six Iraqi .aircraft.36 The Iraqi Air 

Force ha:l been alerted of the impetrling attack and Here ready for tlie 

Israelis. The Israeli strike flights did not hnve top cover and were 

attacked from above by eight Iraqi Hunters that 1>era waiting over the 

aixfield. During the aix battle that followed, three Israeli Uirages 

were reported to have been shot down as against only one Hunter 

clail�cd by the Israelis.37 

At the errl of the secorrl dny, the Israelis hai destroyed a total 

of 416 Arab airc.raft. Israeli losses at this time amounted to 26 
aircraft, inclu:l.ing 6 !·!agister trainers)B 

Although there is a wide variance in the number of sorties 

reportedly flo;m by the Israelis in the first days of the war, it is 

knOh'tl that they flew an incredible nwnber in relation to the number 

of aixcraft they possessed. The initial 170. minutes of continuous 

aix attacks on !9- Egyptian airfields must have required a staeeering • 

nUlllber of sorties. A look at the runount of time involved on a 

ty-pj.caJ. Isrneli mission demonstrates how this was achieved. The 

mis5ion profile for aircraft attackine target� in tho _Vicinity of 

the Suez Canal 'W'Ould have been as follows: 
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. :·. 

\. 

Tim to target: 

Time over target: 

Return to base: 

Turn-aroun:i time 1 

Totals 

22i minutes. 

7 minutes • 

22?, minutes.; 

7� minutes. 

59� minutes. 

. . 

This ineont that it was possible for an aircraft to be back over the 

same target >t1 tl1in one hour .39 · 

The significance of Israeli sortie times is best renected in a 

·· · _speach m:xl.e by President Nasser on ,June 9: " •  � • it was a stronger 

. ,: 

blow. tllan we expected • • • it Has much stronger than his resources 

aD.o!.>ed • • • • It can be said without fear of exaggeration that 

the enem;r '�as operating. on air force tllree times its normal strengfu . .'" ·. 

' . 
· This reference to tlle Israeli Air Force having three times its normal 

��:. . . 
. ..  >

'
· · · strengtll is no doubt based on President Nasser ' s  estimates of the· 

. ' � · .... ... 
..... 

:•. '· . . · turn-aroun:i times of his own air force. Tile Israelis learned from 
:�

. ·� ·. 

.· . 

:· ·.-··
. 

. • 

r: . . 
·'· . . . 

...... 
' 

·. �.� \ . 

top secret plans captured at El Aris'l that the Egyptians planned on 
.. 

· .. 

their aircraft being overhead tlleir targets every three hours. This 

gave Egyptian aircraft a ground time of mora than two hours bet•..reen 

sortiss:.4° 

In tlle first two days of operations, tlle Israeli Air Force had 

accomplished two important strategic objectives. I:Jr.Sali fighter­

bombers had eliminated tlle bomber threat to tlloir homeland and 

gained complete control of. tJle airspace over tho tactical battle-

t � ' 
.... . • ·.r 

• 

•. 
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Air-To-Air Tactics 

' t -.':�:·::�:;,.(n'' : : . . :: -.!·: 
I • • �-., • In Ute course of gaining air supremacy-, the Israelis reported· · · i'.<' , . .; • -:t:: -:·· � ' 64 air-to-air engagements with Arab aircraft, 
. •!' �-· 

The Israelis claim : ' 
� ·:-.. . � ... .. -... � •• "v: .... . 

. to havo shot down 50 oneli\Y' aircraft in Ut1ll' air battles <lithout < ' ·:;. 
Oeneral Hod inaisted :  u:rn' · :·�:·i�::.:.;r: • sustaining a single loss themselves. 

· . . ' . 

actual docfiehts between aircraft the score was so-nu. 
_ .... i .. !;-r: .. �: •. 

;-1e shot ·· · ... · :,\ 
· •. �-;�:·· :,:: · , · .. � 

;,:,. down SO J.IIOs in aerial combat without losine one Bingle one of our · � .  !·. 
. • 

� ...... : , . ' 
aircraft." However, these statistics do not ,include some Israeli .. .. · 

- . . . -.. .. .··i:. 
aircraft that were in f'act l:hot do;.'ll by Arab planes. Israeli air- . : '.' · 

'·· · craft that l.'Crc lost to }IIGs while attacld.ne ground targets w-ere . . . •
. 

·:. ''- . 
. _ .. , .. 
-:·".·�.· ' ' J; 

·. · not credited by Ute Israelis as losses in the air-to-air category, .
) .·( . -�. : .• :f.,. : .�.;;' For instance, the three Mirages lost to Iraqi Hunters oV<>r ' ,,· . "· · 
�;{ �abban1yeh 1-rore not count.ec. n�s aeri:Jl combat . losses. Alth� th� �ft.}�.;: : . 
;;..''·.· number of Israeli aircr�t lost in this manner has not boen'deter- .· ·: , ':,'. _.: .. ; . . ·: �'�-f . )": i: ,. mined, it appears to be n small per�entage of the 30 planes lost in ;.;.' . 

,i.�·. :.. • . . 
� : .:-:r,·: ·. ;,.:;� the war, Tho 50 Arab ldlls include a large number .of aircraft shot· .:·��-/' .. . - . ./t �/{down by Israeli pilots 'that had 

.
completed their pr:Unary mission .. ·:>: .. i?,t� .· , b>ombine .Arab airfields�2 · �--- :;:· ,. 

1· . 
.•. ·.- ; Thero wro a few cases of Israeli atriko aircraft being divaz:too' '  ·; ::: .. 

::;;!-' fr<:m their targets to engage eneli\Y' planes, but this was in the 
··�·�·/ later pho.sos o£ Ute war, In the initial phase, Isrnali aircrcl·JS 

''""re instruoted to tnJ.:o evasive action to avoid dortfiehtine until 

: · · Uteir primary target hili been M t. 

.· , 36 
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.· . ·: ;--,.; . .  ·urually tried to kocp a reserve of :umnunition 'in their cannons for , :. 

}
· 
. . .. 

� 
·: . ' 

this purpose, Keeping this reserve, proved to be a very effective / •  . ' 

·' technique, for many of the MIOs mot dmm were engaged . •-:" 
.. after the 

.:·>�.·· . Israelis h;:d completed their bombing attacks,43 
. . -

, .. 

· .. .  · 

,. · . .. -.�� . . :: ,. 

\''fi ... .. , 
' . 

Although the Israelis have not identified specific air-to-nir . ' 

tactics employ-ed aeainst the Arabs, numerous reports given by Israell ;. 

aircrews in:iicate that they normally operated in flights of four air- :,: ' .
. :: 

craft. Once enell\Y' ·aircraft ware engaged, tho Israelis tried to stay :· ·.
·. 

. -� . . . 

�: .: . .. ' ·. . .. 
··:=·

· . 

in elements of two aircraft each, but when the shooting started, .en�h/ ;.; .· 
.; 

pil�t was on his' o-.m 'Without tho· protection of a t-r:Lngrnan. Israeli " ... . 
· 
. . . ···�:L ,. . .:--.. flyers considered Arab pilots to be so inferior .it was very �kozy ::: 

. 

:
. � 

• 
.

. 

::-:;::: .... •• they would bo capable of gaini.nst the advantage once combat maneu-
��i��,·J.'., :·.: . 

. 
• . 

. 
:· 
':-·'".:�··:!.-� .:�: 

.
.... ';\ :�;·: j .. ..  vering hai startod, The Israelis eoid it appeared the Arab pilots ::-\'· .• .  :, .. : .: ... , . .. . . ':( �-. .  ;}';:�::-.' were not trained to ny their MIGs at maximwn performance. The � , .... . .. 

· . . 

·
!··

. 

. . .  
.. .  . :: �- � 

Israelis reported it was a 

aggressive Arab pilots.44 

Tho Israelis claim that all of the Araq aircraft 

air-to-air combat were hit with cannon fire. There wre a few 

accounts of the Israeli s  firing missiles, but ol.l missed their 

targets. The radar-homing R$30 missiles were put aside because 

ground clutter modo them ineffective ot the low altitudes �tore 

most of the aerial combat took place. Accounts of the i'ightine 

� iroicates the majority o:r the air-to-air 'engogelliSnts took place at 
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�r::-?�-tt · 'ilJ:\,� i��:'·��n: ...... �t: · �-���!f .. �·�· 
0 ' l , "' '(' ..... � . 

\ 
. � . .  t-;.t.�:! 

. . . . ...- � ; · .. 

:Z��0_very low altitu:ie ani minimum firing range whc�e the Israelis foun:l 
·.· : �W."tbeir cannons to be very effective.45 

. ; 

SAH Tactics 

The Soviet-built SA-2 surface-to-air missile (SAJ.!) did not pooo 

.-:-_.-.a oorious threa-t t.o Israeli efforts to control the air at any time .......: . � �uring the war.46The Israelis reported ·t.bat scvcrel mis-siles were 
:;i��� �· :.. . .. . . 
c;;·:<( fi.red ol. '.heir aircraft, but they credit op:cy- one possible loss to 

�. ·. ;f/ : a S.\H hit. The Israelis fouOd the most effective evosive tactic to 

' ·. '  . 
.. ' 
' .. 

·. :�... .· -:t1;·oo a tight, diving turn towards the direction of the ndsslle.. Th�G . .  tt . 
. . . 

�: maneuver enabled the pilot to keep the missile in sieht while decend- '-
·:.<: .t� . 

. �·� ing to a 10!1 altitude were the SAJ.f guidance system was ineffective. • 
· 

�£ ,, �;,;:. rn evading t= SAl-ls, a �zy-stere IV pilot said he had turned hard into . ' 

?l the mi;siles ani then dove under them.47 The Israa�s reported that · . ..;· · ..-�: · . ., 

;;:·; the SANs were ineffective below 3,000 feet and they considered the 

�i· threat so minor that they did not seriously _attack an;y missile sites :·· �� until the third da,y of the war �8 . 
· ,. 

•·'!· . • 1S· As the Egyptian Army retreated westward. in the Sinai Peninsula 
' t: ... ;:,;:. and Israeli aii-crart followed, it was decided to destroy the SA!{ 

="''··· siteo along the canal�9 The Isra�lis found these sites to be heavily -; 

·. ·deforded with anti-aircraft guns of all types. The Egyptians -used 

t.ba ll.llllO oort of ring emplacement pnttern fo:.:: their defensive guns 

as uGed by the_ North V�etnamese, The first requirement in attacking 
' . .  ·� these 'Tho intent was to blird the 

' .. 
' 
' 

.·.·4·�: .. . ,._ 
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�� ��·�:·: 1.tt.pr.· }. J .;-
r .. � �-� • ··.q..._ .. t.l )\ .· ' .  

� �t·� :{ - �1:.,� ·�\ :tt' .. �, . . ·'· ,,.j,. .. \i � .. •·· . 
:.-::: 'j,;•, .. P·_;r..._fj,. .;·. t;·"-,.o-:_-�'#,.l� : �::)� - :� -:;:� ? . 
·\i : • ··:':;'··site on the first pass. 

·•. 

t.;:J :.�;�:-.�
titude and pop--up to dive bomb the rooar �; with 1,000 pourxl (!,;� '�1·;;; ,":; 

·· :':·;;.i)!·, bofubs. Ai'ter dropping 'their bombs, the �or'titt ina:ie high-speed t-'- ··.:,r;J,y .. : · . \·;_::� .. ��-::�:.' · 
. .. "·\�.:�.- ' -:-···.· �\

:
�·, . .  ·. 

'·:' \ .�·.� ... :,-. low level strafe attacks.. Normally the individual missiles were:. ·': .... 
. ; ·:�::..:..?:�.: -��- -· .. ::·� ·':'�;·· . . 

. ';: :_: '•j :.,�_ ;::,�:: ,:: Jgnored and all ordnance 'ltas experxicd on the· f.iid.ar unit and its .' -�·� :  , .. · 

equipment. SO .. :·;,_>'; ._.;;_:. ·< 
, · .•. 

-· . ' .. : . 
., Ground Support Egyptian Campaign 

-�� "< ·;::.:· � �t.: , .) · ' .  ', .... ·- � -� : ·. For the fii)st two days of the otar, the Israeli Air Force h!d . ..... · : . ·;� . 6-l �--��-:�.)��; .·· . -� . -�· .: : .} !�-� .. : .. ··� . 
. �- · · ·' < : concentrated on gainin·g total air supremacy • .  ::On the third and ·:·· ··:··

-
�_:; ',.�_. : 

f :� :/�}±��:��urth da;y, they \<ere called upon for massive grourxi support ' ·· · ; • ' '  

:.::: ·::::'::""' '""""' � """� '! '�;f . . 
. : Although most of thB Israeli· air effort was dii:-ected towards 

.. :.\f ··:· � ­
. . : 

� ... .. � . .  support after achieving air suprelllacy-, · there appears to hl!Ve :;J'.':. · :'·· • • • ..''f 
.. . 

•' •'!]. ,...·' 
;:/<i:;J;r.'·been very little close coordination between grourxi forces ani the •; >·:?;- :- . 

f(": · :-·::':::: Air Force in the E�tian Garnpaign,5lclose
. 
sUpport mis�ons were·_ · _.; : _::x:r 

fY�J�(t;i '. possibJ.;y- kept to a minimum because of the �o;fusion on the ·gro�::.
-
:'; ·

·
: ;: 

;:
·

) ;;,,-';:
·
: . Israeli motorized am armored units were �tietr�t�g:'deep into :::;".: : ; � . · - · . -� .;: . · ' .· .. ·. ·� . 

:� ;:X;; ,t: enenzy- lines and .  there was a good; chance tri�-�/orces would be 

···· hit. Rather than provide direct close support ... to ·grourxl forces, . · ·:· . 
< :, l'· 

' .. .. ... -... 

:·• ; '· · , ... < 

,. 

Iarooli aircraft operatod freoJ.;y­
;_ search am destroy missions. 52 

There were two i'ac.tors that 
· .. 
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' ' 
· . . . . •' :/·,_ ·· .. .  Egyptians. '-First, the military Dituntion was ·ideal for this type !. [;;:::\�.- . · or operation.··;' The� was a contin��r�� of Egypt1�: troops, 

-. : ' ... 

:;, ,.�·· :vehicles, an:i armor rushing liei:dl.on·g .from .the · aastern:an:i :central. • : ," • 

' 
: 

• ' ' . � :, . ..  :;. ' . _• I 

Sina:l. Peninsu1,8' towards the Mitla Pas�. �· to' a. bre�:i� in 
• 

• ·: ·.' • • • : ·�· .• � �� • ·- :"I • 
communications, the Egyptians ha:l no idea' that :the· w:5te��en:i of 

� • --� - -� • • 4 • •• f � • :. :·J] -�_!·· ... '�-: ?' .. . 
the pass ha:l ·been blocked by an .Israeli air· airikUhat·-pre�ted 

. '
• . �-�':'·�

. . . . . . . . ..: .-;':�-�:·:�f{h�: . . 
all but tracked vehicles £:rom passing. · As the ' Egyptisi:is_? �onverged 

, .•· ' -�--. ..: .... -.. -:--•·�· ··----" - ·•· , - ·  ..... ..__-.� .
I 

,:; :. on the pass from all directions the Israeli Air Force.;_W:as �·able to .. 

. . <.:; .:· 
� - · 

·.� 

... 
· 
.. · . .. _-.--- �:; ... . :·-·.;· ·--:··-·-;-. __ .. -·----··· - : · ·. -�·-· - . .. � .. -=-- ·: .. _: . , ' ··.:-. :: c.oru;entrate i�.fire .R�W.r/-9!,1 the_ E!qP��I!l!:>_ wi�ll_,!g.r,�t:ectiva.:;:.: · .  

·::�· �·t_;.�;��tSult��3. ' )' 

.
,:_, ' ,,.\ ;_ : : . . . · 

. 

. . .. ,�: �·,:::>:-: ..

. 

� 
. . . 

;: ··.· ·. · ,,- : . Another factor 'that m:ide the .search .an:i destroy missio� "P<\Y' ·off"- . ,� . t;:· :J . . · <�s: �e· fav:orable',topographical £e.atures of the Sinai Pemnsula.: ,:�!:�:' {/ 
�- : . 

·. . . . ; •. 

�- ><.'LSand dunes ·i�.the 'mirth ·�-.mountains in .. the south generally re-
.

",' ·
,:·_�:: 

·-'<
, ' 

!, ;. • • ' ' 
I � ,;"::0: • . 

\:;;- .:stricted. aJ.ib�t."t;�ckoo �hicl�s to the roods. I.Jhen Egyptian ;: · ·." 

r.. ;
::.;·,

· ' ; ; .:; • 
f - ' • • • ' •; • 

' 
� • • I • 

,·�';: vehicles did''travel off ·the·' rocds .. they left dust plumes that could · 
' -�:t. . . . ·-.: ..... :'. ·: ·. ' . . .. _.,. �. ' ' ' . ' •' -· 

� . :.-bb6 seen. ,for.· twenty: llliles from the air• ,.'Thera was ·vary little . . A- . J . 
. 

• -�:. 
.. ·: · .: . • �- :;··_. 

:.: . 

· · �atural cover for the vehicles and they were easy to fiil:i outl'ined _: · ·: ·'•1 . .. . . .  
·:;against the sev�re beige sam of the desert. · Israeli· a:ircrews .ware 

>:·� ' 
. 

' . . 
. 

' ' \' _,; .: ::). 
:given briefings on the location o£ the bomb line just prioz:· to .each 

. .

'

. ; 
flight and they ware free to attack at .Will beyon::l that·:_lina�4 

The first re911iremeilt bofore ottnoking armored columns was to 

. make an identity pass. · Again this was necessary because Israeli : . '• ,, ' 
, armor units wa_re:moving fa� .and <JI>Eir�tfng deep behin:i enamy lines. · 

·; ;C 
' . .. . :: . ' 

. .  , ' ... :._ ·, ' � .. . I •,, . ' :· .. ';' . 
. · . 

... 
. .. . 

.. 

! I 



"}· 
$,' 

'· . . · 

Isrosl.i aircrews found that although a vohiclo was much easier to 

hit ii' it h!d stopped, they preferred to attock moVing vehicles 
I ,' �:, 

baonuse they couJ.d spot them much oasior from thair dust plwnoo ord . ; · : .. : · . . , . � . � ,• . I \ ' ;· ;.,;·. i� idcntii'ied the vehicles that hr:d not bcen·preViously hit and _'·,:;:(.: · wore still oporationsl.,55 
. 

\ ·. ·-:- : .. ·�-.. �: 
,. � The post-batt1e View of tho l.6 l:lilo l.ong ro!d that goes through . . ' 

Mitla Pass serves as tho best testimonial. to the effectiveness of 
·� .·. 

tho Israeli Air Force, This area has often been referred to os ' ,  · .·· · ·-, . ,;.· ·_.; 
the grave yard of tho Egyptian Army. The entire l.ength of the pas�·· .,. · .,-: 

- -

,
. ; ··:.: was strew with charrod wrecks of hundreds of Egyptian armored 

, • • .\: :: 
.· ::::;·�.-�:_: .... ·· . . 

- �· ' 
. . . 

• " . ·:· ·. · . 

vehicles and tanks, a grim rcmin:ier 

airpO'.�er ,56 

axpectations, 
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THE USE OF NODERl-1 ADU'CY.-IER 

In order to determine what lesso.ns might be drawn from �� .... .. '\'•' . .  f;��;,r·· ·' .. suc�assful use of airpower in the Six-Day war, the environment that:: 
•.·'·�.lC• .... ���. 
�'-';._.;.·· · ·.� ·- influenced the Israelis in their military preparation· was 

���1: ��::,'::.:: ::::�·::::::·.::':,:::·,:�'"' . . 

���• :::�:�=:��::.:::::: :::0&i01l•
f

eJ..:r::;.'i: o·'�"5!. 

��.1·�·"':'--. , . ��;�:;,.�).} . War i'ouni the Israelis equipped 'with a small component of' flexible 
/.::··�t�·:� .. · ·� - . . . 
����,';!;._\: . : i'ighter-bomber aircraft that ha:l. been modii'ied to meet Israel 's "''''"'''1i<• 

. :·.:: ·s.� :. 
;; ,. >: ; . 
:, : 

:.- '• ' . . 

narro:� needs, The .armament selected for these 

of unsophisticated, but versatile weapons aiapted to the 

enVironment in which they were to be empl�, Israeli aircrews. 

were i'oun1 to be thoroughly trained in tactics.designed to accom� 

pl:.sh their mission, The strategy behi.rrl Israeli planning was ·· 
relatively simple in terms o�he limitoa objectives, 

Tho noxt step was to oxronino tho tncticll employed by Israeli · 
fighter-bombers, In the couroo of' this investigatio_n, no new or 

startling ·Ra�, it. was evident that . :.:. .. '· · . 

..... 

•,. . .. � ··� 
" . .... . 



!-" : :: 
•. 

Israelis hOO. used "traditionSl" 

. ... 
. ( :, · · ;;:Wl�:!; 

tactics employed by most modern: ::·.-. ..  " 

.forces. :·.: (f:�!ws =�,: ::-:h::�::·:�'":�:.:.::�:::"::� 

·., : •· � : ;: ever, care must be exercised· to �ot appl;y· these conclusions with 

,. ;:. ··· . . 

. . . . .; . ·.�·".' : .. ��:,�-.. :" ··..::· ·:· �. 
.. •. ; 

....-..... . / \ t' : -:· 
ti?W::;:'sweeping generalities to the usa o.f modern'':¢.rpower. The Six-Dey :� . . ·.· 

tL'< War Has a conventi�nal war with �ts
. 
�.�· ��� e�Virorunent and oot .:··:-,\,\ ·:�;.' . 

. -. �·· . ·: . . : . 
• ! .. . ·� :.,;,._ . ::·: .. , ·) . .  . . . .... .. ��;�r oire�ot-o, 

Coool:oiooo .• ,: ; "'" '. ;,:d · . 

. �t· j'. 1 '\ o' ·, .. .• :�.: •• • ��t 
.. 

· 
The .followll1g conclusions are offered as applicable lessons that.):;:

.
�:; :

·
·: 

;•:��.< \,. can be dr;rim from IsraeJ•s employJllent of airpo11er in the Six-Day �lar/�>·. ·. : . 
��·:::'!t�·�:· . . ·:�·\: ... :. :::·. ··. ":/---< .,- 1. The total air supremacy achieved by the Israeli Air Force at . ,

.
, . · · ;¥� .. . . : . . . - . . .  · . · .. : �: .. � ...

.. . ·-
�:&;..;(';'the very beginning of the war undoubtedly played a Vital role in :- ;:.:.:: : : . •  f";{'. ;.: : - :· .. �i;'; . �i!�':-IsraeJ.•s Victory. Israeli ground forces "-ere free to operate with-:_ ;·,:;{'.': ·· 
�?;;: ;� . . . . . �- •<::* • . :· . . �tr??::f out fear of enellif air attacks. In contrast, · the Arab grouni .forces_;.

i
)··
�\ :;·. 

���?.�f::. �e subjected to constant aerial attack fJ:om Israeli ground attack _· . ·:�:� .. 
�l��t air<?ra.ft. The scene at Mitla· Pass serves �st to reinind the .... ::. �>�.

;;· 
��i;;. military comrnaDder of the -- terrible effect� of· ai�wer on ground •;:·:;·.t .'· 

. .  

;f(J ;· forces, particularly in arid or sim:i·-arid climates • . This war has 
. .  ·. · 

f�� • .. 
••• i .r : 

f · .· . \ 
·.� ... 

; . .. . . •i": ..  ·�.:' . '· 
.. .... . :. · ..... . 

N ·�. • 

reiterated the fact that air aupremacy over the battlefield is 

esoontial in conventional l·rarfare. 

2. Israel 1 s correct evaluation o.f the environment enabled them · 

to select ,
. 

the best. weapon systems .for this type of war. . .· �-·, . .. . ' . . - . .· . . . .. 

' . 
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-��� . .... ( ....... \. . ... - . " 
;t f. ' �· . , · � ·. , -\t�· '� � ... \� ' \ . ,- ·'!1·· � .... .· •. : . ,. ,.., .. ,... . ' . . t �' ·'·· · � - .} G�*���r�� · t� t . • , �� .... "... .. �;·) ,

·� :decision to 

·�·. ' 

arm their airor·art ldth large' caliber cannons provod ; . .. .. ... 
'•j ' ,.,... , J . �}.,' ' .� � -. \c: bo Ff:!�.:.l u) • 

a decisive factor in their favor. TJ;!e largo number of l{]))s (b�th ; r _'·�;¥ '.: ' 
·• - -�·'1 , .•• �, ;.-:- � � t. ,  . .! : .. o.; .... • t'i.'• Oll ( .. t-1 ::. ; (.,,. 

the groun:l and in the air) and armored vehicles destroyod by -:.-·: 
. � .:.: 

��tl::.: x�aeli guns highlights the effectiveness of fighter-b.ombers armed ··"\ •'t , · � •. , . ' . Jt· �·'>V ... (' • 
'{;:·i�t�: :,; with largo coliber cllllllons, · ?f;, ..... • . .. � .... ...... . s.:·�c-�· .. �· 1 .. 
lft!·::::.-. 3. The Israelis ha:i emphasized the capabilities of man rather 
..... ··· . . .. . �·::..,.. .... ,.� ,;·':•.: ,. than the electronic "black box." . They used the high:cy- motivated 
?;Y·�·,�·�·�;·t ;. �y; ;·./; llllCl thoro�hly trained airman to mroc�ize the effectiveness of 
...... . , .. ' v?- •· . , • , • • ,�;.� /·1�·· their ;;capon systems, The consistent high deg;ree of accuracy ani 
:.;·��· .. ·;.11::. -�-

;. '. -:·· ,,, tho fact that not one Israeli piJ.ot missed his target on the initial 
�/. �1·.1. /· . 

.· ... 

.. ... 
:.1 

�. . 

' . .  . . . � 

:;,,.:. �::;;< air strike speaks for the ability of the Israeli pilots. These 
·::.;-;--.��:.-.:.· . � . . . �

. . . . :' �.. . . : 

�(;';;;.;<. highly motivated and skilled airmen me.de multiple attacks nt mini­'t.:":. !'la ' · .. ���kt' 
.. 

= firing range .in heavily de.ferxl.ed areas -to insure complete target 

� - -�:?·�.:� . .  destruction, Some of these aircre�rs flew up to eight combat sorties 1.���; .-.>:�: .. 
�·,r.' ·''�". · the f• �st d"". .. � ·t;.r\ �- � ---v The vast number of sorties ani incredibly short turn-;}-_�·:� . � ·::, � 

�-:�;·:.;: · arourxl t:i.J:les iixlicates the same high degr�e of motivation :m:i trnin-�}f't:··: in . sted in th ;0;;'�\�·; .. :. g e= e jllaintenance personnel • 
• -;·•: •.• (: 'J .. 

. . ·(·-, General Hod said: 11• • • • ·' 

·��: J. •• , �.·�·� ; • �·(F;�._,;,,. the military world ll'ns become a Vic.tim of i�s ow sophistication in -. 
; -: � � ' . : .. :;:A�-\�' weaponry • • • •  "It. has .forgotten that br.ains, nerve, ·heart :m:i 
�'�;.· . 
.-.�<;:;-,;:; imagination are all beyorxl the capability of tho computer •. No �;}�:::(:�::.computer can go 1beyon:l the call o£ duty' • •. • . • 111 Israel 's victory � :-: � �·:"· :: .. 
. . . . ·• 

' .• . .  

1 ... .... . 
... 

over the numerically superior Arobe muat bo contributed largely to 

the skill, motivation, 

; . . . .. 
• :or .. 

. ·' 
.... 

:' .. 



.. ,, 

��·:�\ . . 
. . 

4. The Israeli intellieencc 6Crvice contributed significant� · , 

. to Israel's success. The extensive ard detailed information on 

·. the Arab military posture onabled the Israelis to plan the first .. 

strike d�m to the last minute detail. Israeli knowledge of the 

.:· . . exact location of each E£lYlltian squadron alloHed thcm to strike the 

airfields "hlch constituted the top priority torgets. Their 

. thorough knowledge of the Arab defense syste111s enabled the Israeli 

flyers to avoid detection and achieve the element of surPrise. The 

Israeli intelligence service h(ld even provided the pilots with the 

exact parking location of aircraft ani decoys in some cases. 

' •  

Intelligence ;ras another or the ele>lents the Israelis uOOd to ·. 

derive maximum effectiveness !'r0111 their ... �apons • 

........... 5. Israel 's military success can also be contributed to the ·' 
·.· ' 

. .. fact that, unlike.most recent wars, there was little or no political. 

• . .  

restraint placed on the usa of military force. Once the decision 

was made that diplomacy could not' resolve the confrontation with 

Egy:>t to Israe1 ' s  best interest, the military was given complete 

freodo:�� to use "Whatevor force they deemeC. nEO!cessary to obtain a 

.:;atisifactory solution. This enabled Israeli military le!rlers to 

apply the time-proven princj.ples of o"m'. Therefore, the Six-Dey 

'tfo.r '11ight be tanned en Wllimited W{U' with military rather than 

political control. 

• 

• 'c ' 
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Observations. 

. Although it is very unlikely the united ·states 'llill become in-

.an:i applicable . ;.· ·. 

1. Waapons, strategy. ani t.actics must b� carei'ully matched wi ":h . . . 
- . 

the environment in 'Hhlch they 1d1l be omplC>y'!ld. Hilitary planners : ..:: :; . ' . . ':": . . 

must con:iuct a continuous evaluation of tho military envirorunent .tO , . : 
. ! .• ·.,1'. . 

insure ueapon systems and doctrine are compatible with national ;
. 

-.
��

,· 
: .. ;. :· 

obJectives. 
" ' 

· - ; _ __ : 

2 .  The eJ;.fectiveness of modern weapon s.rstems cannot be ,.·· : .. ·':· 
,'' . 

maJdJnized through technology elone. Han is still the k�y element. · 0 .: .  · ': . ' <:. :! 
ani only through discriminating selection and thorough training of · , · . . . . 

eirerew;o 1<111 lllaxlmwn e:r:rectiveness be possible, . ' . ' .· .... .... .... 
3. Hoti vat.ion is a dynamic an:i intMgible · asset. The potential . ·.: 

contribution of moral should not be un:ierestim�ted by' military pian- : 
. r  ' 

ners. .• , ·: : · · . 
' 

·. , ... 
b. The most important ani probably the most obVious lesson that:· 

....... .. 
can be drawn from this war io that unshelte!-ed aircraft depen:ii.n�f on 

• 
lone fiXed runways ore extremely vulnerable to destruction on the .. / . . 

.. \ � · . 
growrl. Adequate warning to protect vulnerable airfields an:! air-'- · · . �- . 
craft from the pre-emptive attack cannot be relied upon. The 

Zgyptinn ra1ar net1mrk failed to l>rovide a1equate warnine of the 

impending attack an:! as a result, the Egyptim Atr Force was 

.·· ·' . . 
.· ' - " . .:• :· ! 

. ; 

• s ·d - .. �-:··:. . . � 

•• '1. 

' .  

·.- ; 
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. . . . . -�� 

' /· 
destroyed on the flrouni, 

there are present dtcy' parallels to the Hiddle East situation where : .� .. �\�:<,;··-;;.': 
J .... � ?;'�·,·: · : ·;···: 

a pre-emptive air strike could reiruJ.t in heavy losses for the United '·'i;·,. : \!· 
• . 

States Air Force. United States' . air.fields in South Vietnam, 

.. ! • •.: . • 

.. :. . 
. . 

: Thailarxi, South Korea, arxi Europe' :xre extremely vulnerable to the 
, · .. : ..... : :. . .. 
,; \·• 
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oama t.ype of action 
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. :. � ... ·:._ .· 

. . ,., ' 

taken by Israel ngainst the Egyptians in 1967. 1\�, � • 
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