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Israel considers the results of the six day war 

Ourlna lhc tlvc "'ontlu which hllvc pwe,l 
�lrH:c the cod of the �-cb.y war" froin 
June $ 10 June 10, 1967, milit ary leader& 
l1�ve h�d mueh to consider IL!ld discus1. One 
ot lh.c abortCo�ot, most dtcU.ivc and (for the 
klscr) mocc db.astrOU$ eampa.ia;ns on record 
wu a war which llrttebcd met1 and lottJ.Iics 
II) t.hc llmil. Command, auppon, lraini.nJ; 
and tho mdhOds ot usina modem anna· 
CKAI arc all matters wbieh wiD be diJew;ud 
foe aJona lime co come. 

In order to get an idea a.l tir•r band ot 
w>me of tho rc.autta of the wu and a:omc of 
the I�AOOftl to bo lcamt from it, an /trlttfJ"'" 
uba.cl'V'Cr cook the opportunily of vi.silina h· 
ncl und, ln pard�ular, l.he Sinoi thelllrC or 
the w1u. So rr.r, no aimilar opportunity haa 
OCCiltrod for viaitlna an Ar;;�b aKmtry and, 
ahhouj.h we would have prdctrcd to present 
• bii.IILCiccd picture:, thk is not o.t proc.nt 
JIO')ib1e. Nco,>c.rthclcss. il is fell lhal much 
!w b«n learnt already 1owa.rds achitvltaa 
this. 

Al far as the rcblive. s.trm.,gth.J of lhc 
oppos1nJ foccu are conct:mcd, by ra.r the 
Jf'Wrc lay whh th!!: Afab Mtions.. The quali· 
:y o( the equipment iovoh·ed (p3rtieulluly 
ctu, f!JY(U.I.an (quiprucol) was o( th.o mru.t 
modern typo and lOme ol it wu the m�t 
n1odern In lhe workt--beuer even lhan 
1ome pc.wc:ued b)' NATO armict, 

Pub\i.lhcd tlaurq alvc litt tc l'llOIC than 11 
ga.:ido lO wwlna tbe outcOme, for it rnus.t 
be •pprcclatcd lhat the vut majority of the 
bat trained troops, indtad�a: tut crewa, 
.&111Jkry ICAIN and Olhu s.pec.i:tl\m 'IUfC 
fiat co Sl)pl ln the Sin..ai Dc:s.ut. II b wi­
..,.cd thai ic will take not Jeu W• two 
ft'MJ to train repb�cnl.$. Allhouah sub­
ttantial numbers of tanks. guns and other 
,.capons (includins around to around mis­
aile�) ha"c l!illt:c been delivered to Eaypt, 
Syria 11nd AIJ:Icria by the E.utern bloc llnc4! 
lhc end or the lighting, it wi ll be a long 
ti•llc before they <:An d!ectivcly be put lo 
""· 

In ordu to \U\dCrstiLOd the significance 

&nd macnih.tdc of the latac:li ... ktory, it i& 
ll«lCWWfY to bur in mind the outJoot of l.hc tnJina.ry citizen and the drivina force bchiad 
IIUn. Firu., OM mUll rec:o� the subtle 

f:hiiiK.C wMch OC�UI'$ IO Jn01t Of those v.ho 
b«or1\C b.raell eiti:uru. 'l'hey become .cttlcd, 
11nd yet feel that lhey arc 'luina on aomo­
thilll lite a volcano, surroauw.le�l hy hCN:Iilc 
States w11ich, ti.� the St111e of bract wu 
ronnal ly brou,lu in1o c.x.istenu ln 1!148. 
have relust4 to te<::ognbe iu ubtc:nce and 
ha.,e ckdarcd tbek intcntlon of throwU,a 
lhe bradis into the su. 

So the: bradi rm.a�t be. pcepa.rcd 10 HaN 
tor hU e.a.i:stem:e. For chis reason, every man 
o( the Jewiih population who b ot milttary 
�aao is a soldier. He livq; his lifo D.J t. clviiW.. 
but he 1$ J�bo a rc:.senhlt, General• Y11Ue, 
who comnuu'ldc:d one of tho hnc:li armourod 
tJivt .. ioru, has poi11tcd out th•t every m�o�n In 
hill dlvt.ion, him�ell ln<:ltHic:d, h11d hccn ll 
c:ivlllu until three weeks before lhc: wac 
1taned. At cha1 1imc. the annod forcu com· 
pr�d �omc 70,000 mea of whom all but 
about 11,000 were unckra,oint: nallon.t.IJC.r· 
vioc-wbkh ioddentaUy abo •pplia to wo­
mu, who are required 10 ur·vc a.s wdl. The. 
womc.n are lrt:alcd 1.1 equals with m«1 and 
scr"c in u.uit& •urpri:..inJiy far (o:ward anti 
arc fully trained in the use ol SJnall amu. 
N�tional Sc:rvice is 26 months for men and 

s,mbl•l"' or llle. inaeantWn 
bctw«.n htad'• umyud air 
rotcc, • aina.le-uu 541d·Avl•· 
tl(lft $0-40)0 ,... ... � ...... 11.4. .u. �utjiOM A4htu·bombc:r is Ken 
�vu 11 com�llfl1 Gt C't"w'ffiJ• 
l.lllnh. Tln1 Y11utu:.r IIA t.•• •n UI'NUllC.nl or four OEFA 
)0""" unnon •nd un Cllff)' 
'""'...,1:,. -.p 10 c,JOQ 'b or M.Nba.. .Fou.r c:a.klul 11K� 
...at carry bomb�oo r.-tt&t�oU Of rodtt pe<_'\t., n.c- c� 
wdab .a..... 10 \oN, a rna • 
II$ -·-aa4 IMi .. CJ�CiM oi&.U IILp. 

20 montN for w�nen. Upon national mob­
iiU&tion, btacl wu ablo to lncreuo Its Arm· 
ed Corces co no t tar Jhort or 100,000, out 
ot a total popul1tion of 2� mUUoo. Mob­
ilisAti on i.s weU·adv&nocd within 24 hoUD 
and eomplccc. i.o 72. P..ach ofOccr and NCO 
h.a.s the duty to malnl&ln coorut with his 
mea and to nocity ahaa. wbco lbc-y AR ro­
quired. In emupcy, a rr.dio code can be 
IDtd co call up racrve u.nita.. 

lsiUI bas pW:d ftOt oaly ccni&.oty and 
more steu.rc !roruicrs with Ha:ypt, Syria aru1 
Jord.a.n. She hu alio pined a brutbioa space 
which will enable hu to &SIOU tho aUuatioo 
in •n altnOI:phetc or comptrativcc:alm. Thuo 
b one ex.rrcmcly valuabl e  Ienon wblcb the 
Israelis havo lcami-4\CIVot co undC'I"Wtimalc 
ahcir opponent.� ... Lut time we ..w.rc bcue.r 
1han th� cnen1y. Nut time., they wiU im· 
prove 1nd we mUJ.I be better st.i.ll"--c.his 
Is a theme: repeated frcq�Unlly. Si&nilieantly, 
no-onc: socnu 10 doubt thai. tbcre wiU be a 
•ne.u time• unk:Q 1 diptocnat.ic: mi.n.cle is 
at;hic'V'Cd and then� ICitiJU to be lillie failh 
ln tM abrut'y of lhc Uaitc:d Na&ioos el!ec.­
civcly 10 protect the State ot bnd which it 
voccd ioto cxbccrn:o l n  1948. The A.n.bl' 
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The Arab Deployment for Attack, June 4, 1967 
THf CUH-1 Ill liN£ 
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1'he diacra n\ above: indint« tlw u.t;mattd �lter.ath of the Anal!. (Drees •>11 June 4 at tl!e: outbru\ or houUjtiU. The urowt rndlclte 1� rorctt. conuR!ur.w by Arfob 
�1.\tu e ither brlore o t  durina thf con.A.ict. 

A Sovkt Type T 3 ;) u n\: o t 1 he £ay1 u i 11n •hh /\ II T IOUt e d Di•·i\io n witl o u d, , " fl'tltd 
tnc:k on tiM B ir el Thtm1u.St -1Jh <;lfJ• f• to..d. 
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The SU P·2 tfltl ... lrirdl tan._, Thl\ tank rf'�t)<t11IJ twin H "'"' S-«t '""'- II 
""'U t.umtnul.IID..t: lay on ll\c: fl.it Oirpra-hmalllt rt>t\1, 

r - , � . r '7---:-\ 
I· .\ ,. . :' . 

:· . r· 
.. . 

I' 

{ . ' 
! 

\ 

. ·, 



objecrions to the handina ovu of are;a"' or 
P�.ttiti.ne ro lhe Jewc are 100 w-dl-kno...,.n 10 
need repetition here-:, bm 1hbe are fund.a· 

rm-nt.J c o  thtit rd�l to rtt01ni� b.ro�d·� 
UISit'.ILCC &) a Stat..-.. I FoUow••J upoa the R� wamin�: to C>ito nny in May 1967 ol Jat&< bnt<li 

• rroop conctnctatiOftJ On the Syrian borck.r. 

I the EJ1plians ordctet.l the UN obscncn to 
wi1hdraw and n.ovoJ comidcnblc: forcc:s up 

I to the Smai border and blockaded lM suaits 

I 
or Tiro.n. Thll R.u:ulan report wA, compkt­
cly unlrue, accotdlng to the UN observers 
011 the bnd-Syrla.n border. Accon.ling co 
reo:nt prus rc po 1 tJ. the Rtwians I hen real­
b«l tt\at E&ypt. WiL'I inlcnt on making an 
lUUICk on hracl In IUpport or Syri:a 111\t.l. 

I 
wme 30 hi.lllrll before. rhe atart or rhe wwr, 
pcrsu.udc:cl the tlgyptial\!1 Hl chnna.e their 

I, mimh A.nd rc.liOrt 10 dlptunuuic prbSu.re. Uy 
now, however, h wa. 100 hu�lu.acl wu 

I commiued to a CHH:c·aud·for-all c:ouupJLign 
to drive o.way th.e con\latll lhtut nf �' 
nciahbours. Uy vari0\.1$ deeepcio� she pc:r· 
"uadc.'d the Arabs that •he W&) not nad)' to 
make an immediatf: slrib in SI.Mi by 
�OOina ...ome or the army on a false: ''k:a\"t"'', 
lad by feinlt. 10 lhc JOUilh which caused Et)pl tO �nd ahcraft and ship$ away frvm 

d� Sun Canal aru. Nnc.nhdd.s. an Ea:yp­tiiln army ot more 1h.tn 10,000 lfOOJb in 
lC\·tn d1vb:Jons, and noc k:u U...a 800 1anb 
fate-d br;ac-1 ln Sinal, and lhc luacli dc-c:iliorw 
1o0 srrth on thh front, ultcn on June 4, 
Voif ba,'licd on one. prlme faecor-lhc ac:hie-v­
inK of in\Rlcdiate 1ir supccrlor11y. Their ta.nd 
forc:t'll wc1e outnumbc1cd by nearly lwo to 
one. 

The l.sr�aclls knew th:u II would only lx 
a m�th:r of hoou bdllre :.. reu.:1ion couJ.J 
be cKpc:C::u:d from Syrill, loii.Jiln 1m\l pc.�haJ» 
lcbnntm. 'fhc:it immediate need therefore 
appeared to be 10 auUcc chc l!ayptian' very 
hurd, rt�U them t•ack ami then turn their 
auemio.ns to lhe north and eas1. so u not 
to be eommht«i to tiatu.ing on thru fronl.r 
at once. 1'he te.ult U well-enough kno\1-·n 
001 tO nce<d tepethion. 

The hradrt felt thal their country wu 
100 lll'IIU lO fi&hi in, 10 they h.ad IO break 
01.1( and npl in I he open deKrt where. l.herc 
wu room to mancnvn, u q"ic.kly u pos· 
\ible. Knowina thai the Emti.a.n fOC1ifica­
OO.s an Sinai c.llcadcd in COGJickrabk ckpth 
{t.omc or them wt.te b\lllt in 1956 ud OIJ\e.rs 
IS far bet U 1941), il WU neecullfJ' that 
all tbc bracU fOfca ahou&d be 01obifc aod 
protected by armour-above all, awifl mov-
"'1· 

Jn order to achieve �upctiorht on thC' 
$rOund wich rciiUlVC!Iy Inferior cq ,uipmcnt in l 1crm11 ot numbcrt 1u1d or beinlil up to date, 
du: luac:li� required 1ir �upc:riority. This 
11�ey nehieved in 1hc rcm�rkably .�ohor1 lime l of 2 houn, $0 mlnuta by tnucking out tho: 

I E$fpliJin Air Force and around radar iJ' 
Sinai �t.nd Bijypc, 1md chen cumlna chcir at­
Ct'!llion to tho Air F"re" and rad.ar af ln�q, 
Jordan nnd Syria. tty che end or the )C:Cond { �lay 11 c:onfi1111QJ liilnJ chcc.kcd grand tot<�.l o f 
1.16 Ar&b aitcran had bttn dea.�troyed, 3 93 

) ol thC'm on the •round. No claim for lhe 
dc .. u·ueclon or an tucn.tt � cntrflainut 

I un1H it had been d®bk<hccko.J. H:avin; · 
«UUrN lhc vinwl elimination or cnenly 
ioc'Cf'feren« (there wren, howcvu. a few [ isobled Wtanccs), the Uractl Air Foo:e pro· 
CMded to snack the EI)'Plian �raty in Sin2i, 
and tht:n the Syrian and Jou•�nQn ••mit"l.. 

I 
on« the Sin")l t�Unp;tiJn WOb um.krway. 
Eaeh air fon:c �quadron acttd in accor· 
dane� with lh-: inullC\Ji.1IC: requircntn\b or 

l 

The Israeli adva ce, June 5-10, 1967 

..a. lllltlillobOiftt t100111 
ltt•llll•••tl•mtf'lll lh.,.tcl 

w M11ll'l ''"" co•�••• Otf311AIUII Alllb p�IUOIII 

I he auny (Oill(l)und It) which ' 
Oy the end of the �IKih 
1nies :t.nd nir foiC:e$ h m J ·· ' ·'· · ··"·· 
exist and the c:am1•nlgn 
vincing eum ple of t he ulic 

ll con· 
an intea;ru.ted , 

air and grount11actic111 force. 
The Mrcn• of the "ctlun c.-n be des· 

Ct"il:aa! � follo'Nll! Th6 Sinui l'cnimula hill 
•hrce p.rincip.:al no. One i� tbe cOUIIII ;u.U, 
fum1 K�fiah to the Canal: lhc 5COOnd is 
Kcuioi-Abu AiU(it&: the third one b Qun-­
tyikh .. ATcCJKd-6'Nakhi-Pon fuad-Suu. 
Other th2rt lh�c. lllle 2pptoacb co Shatm·CI· 

SP!ftlh i�o p..-ittdpally bt •it Or, by MOl, aiMs 
H1C "''a.l<rn cutUI u( I he l'cnimulll. 

Th�rc wer.� three aifn.�o in the e:amp<�i;n; 
to dcscroy the r:,ypti:..n ;wny oru.'\! 11nd f�r 

all; 10 Cill,lurc Sharm-ci·Shclkh a.nJ tl·•u' to 
open the road to Ellat: and the chird aim, 
which wu the rcs:ult of the accond, to con· 
quer all of Sinai, in onler lo reach ShMnkJ .. 
Sheikh. The c111mpa�gn WI.\ ea.rrted out £n 
three stages: the aim ot the Cint •tate wu 
to opc.n t be  prinelpa.l p&.u:Jib into the Pen· 
inwla and th�n desuoy 1t.e torca on the 
eot.\Aern liM; lhe acond wu 10 P"'� rot· 
WA-rd, hil and datroy the accoi'MJ ckJcnec 
line:; and third �otaae wu 1o upce lbt •r· 
moumt focc:c ia bank and da.troy it. 'J'M 
mnny had ""-e-n divis.ions. Two were If· 
mound divd.iocu: one waa. a division of 
P'ol�tni:.trl$ ln Lhe U:a.lA Slrtp (lht :!:Oih IJiv· 
isiotl); the 7th Oiv�ion wu silu�lcd bdwecn 
R�t.fi.ah and E1 Arbh; the 2nd Otvision wu 
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The lftlrtonc't 1 0 lht Mltlfl paM. II\ al m o ltl.nu u kablc! lllntle or bu r!'lt 0111 I lith, prr�OI'II'IC IINII'Itfi(IO , (u�l u d 
q lbcr n 1pplt wh\cJq., V'n ible 1 " lwO T )4 tll'l b 11'16 1 S\J J OO I link d UtrO )'U lnd, 11 kft . 1 :o. uppf y l r�IC 
wblcl\ l• ly{nJ o.. top ftt a nat hc r ¥C h ick. 

pOJdionlld aJona 1he Abu Agueila-QuKn'* 
liM.: 1M lnt Divi.t.ion alOftl. the [)jc:bc:l Ubni 
Sir Hun. line: the. 4tb AtmOilt'UI Division 
wu a:tadoncd bdweeo Nath\ &tid Quntyllch, 
and a acxclal armoured force of div'slon 
siu. WAS in the Qreya P.us lacina, MiUpe 
Ramoo. · 

The nf1t �tuae C){ tho auac)t W115 along 
two axes. One line ot auact wa.'l via Kh��on 
Yunl& and lb(lah In the dir«eion of l!l 
ANh and the MCOnd alcoa the Ket.z.iot·Abu 
Acucib Unc. The two fon:es were uch of 
divisional -'t'C'IlJih, aod itt addition a lhird 
force of dividonaJ alrco&tb broke thr01.11h 

owr dirt roacb to the ceotre of the Djebcl 
Libni-Bir LaMan triang1c. In additlon to 
these forc:c,,, there were. two ausmcntcd 
bripde.s. DurinJ lho accond $tagc, lhc hraelis 
aimed to dc:n•oll�h the aecond defence line 
from Ojc.bcl Ubni to Bir Huna. and to 
induec lhe enemy's a.rtnoured div·iliOnJ 10 

·· . ..: I .. ,: · 
.. I 

' ' .• � .. 
A blll'ftt OUI T J$ l .. lllll tq�tlpJKd w ith i�t(rt·r� '"fl. 
;moo. 

3lotge & eounter·11llck, aod thus etlc.c:.l con• 
li.CI with them. The Egyptian diviJ:iont dld 
nol oountc.r·aUaclt. At this ll.ttt:. tht �ntral 
force stantd IO advance in the direcdon o( 

the Djtbd UOn._Bit Huna line, Mlilc: the: 
divisioc in the north btolcc. throuJh 1M Bir 
Lahfan pOiillon and prooeedcd at an•l 
spttd towards the Sua Canal 

The thinJ ala,. wu oDe of lank baUica, 
with the lsrulll attempting to aunound the 
Egyptlllna a.nd compel them lO fighl. Our� 
ing this ata� the Israeli. n:ac:htd Dlr Oir. 
pia and blocted lhe cocmy'a rcl.reat route 
to the Canal, while one diviJiOtt rook Fa.rq'r 
neu the Mida Pa.u,. t.bus botll.ina up tht 
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.oulhc:m exits. An armou�d bripdc: took 
Nathl. cuulna otr the Eaypdan fOfca to 
the QSi. 

II was a1 thil J.lltp 1h11 the £typtian 
atmy was com

p
d«< to c.arry on a runnin1 

bailie in two duutlons-one in order to cs· 
cape encirclement and reach the Canal, and 
t�nd the ICCOfld In order to bloc;k the pa.ues 
lc11ding ro the CltnJtl along lhe lhrele ues: 
bmai1ia. Jlrdl and Milia. This batik Ujt(d 
ror a who� day and well into lhe follow· 
ing ni,hl. wilh about one thousand tanks 
la.kina part altoanhu. h Mdtd at 10 p.m. 
on JII.IM a aitd by ) .. m. on the fdtb day 
of lhc war. all the brac:U (oren had rQ.Ched 
rhe Canal. TNt omc day, Israeli troops 
were lamJtd by helicopter and na .. l shi� 
al Shttm-ci·Shcikh, while a land unit reach· 
cd Ra.� Sudar nn lhe Red Sell hy way t'lr 
I he Milfa r:uo.�. 

'The outcome: or thttte opcnliOnll was lhat 
I he Egypti11nt lmt between five-. hundred and 
1ix huhdrtd lanb dcatroyed al'kJ anolher 
two hundred � capCurtd Lnu.et. Four t!:aYptian divi�s we:rc tucally destr� 
and • lurthtt three were climinaltd u ftaht· ina ronnaaiou. cvt:n thouah i:Jola1cd uniC.s csapcd. Amona tl'!t booty lakc:t� •·ere s 
number of SAl G1�lcttlinr around-air mis· 

site! which were found IU a missi.lc�ll\lnc:h� 
ing bli$'C betW«R tho. Milia fla." and' the 
Sun Canal. Thill b1-�e wa.• takc::n intact, whh I he m�iles rudy lor launching. 

Tn the of ninety - one houn , an tJ . 
n.di ovc.r thrte divtsioqs de-
(c.atcd an ol $JC·vtn divisions and dts,.. 
trO)'C'd it. wu due to a number of fac· 
101$. Tb<: fac:tot cons"" o f con.«ntn.· I ion of O( ftlOVCmcnt aJK! & • 
<
�
;;·��:�,;:�

;
·�� : impctw. •hllc fi$)'11· 

ina and without rest ror rour 
dn)'5 niRhl..,, The sceonJ factor 

1'ht Wrt.d; of II\ AT'S hoYT llt'tor 1n6 I� M·31 UZ nun howlucr which h .. , towl11 •he:" hkn•n 
up In tM Mitla Pur. 

QOne:cnu the tactic:e. of unwcu.al J)V'dration 
in t.lepth to determine at oou the enemy's 
fiahtinc apacity. 1'h orpnlza.Hon lor t:� 

•upply oC fuel. tmmunhJon and r<pair.s 
enabled 1he Israeli d1�bl0f'll 10 act ifldcpcn· 
tltntly. at last dorina th� tint u.-vcnty..f:wo 
hours, and they n«dcd rc:lnforctm�nt only 
on I he lut d�y. 

· r he tuadis uKd a numbe-r or old tank3, 
lncludlna JOme from the Second World Wu. 
1'he EBYptian.\ and SyrianJ had the moP 
modun w:hicle& but the lsn.dis impro\·� 
tMir old tanks by improwilallon, tndeavour­
•nc to I'd • bdlu dri'v'lria rear a.nd better 
tutu. Nt\'t:rthde:q.. they eouW noc. improvt: 
tMfr tanb 10 as to compete whh the most 
moc.km Sovid vchkka.. They bcUue tbat 
only lhe American army can compare wilh 
lhe E.Jyptian arm)' u reaanb quality and 
quanthy or artnOI.lrtd eq�o�lpn\enl, 

AnOihet difficulty Is I hal the braeU army 
;, pr inc:ipally compo.wd of NAtional Service· 

ll!r. su loc:ttaAJe 4cltro)'C'f,., row� •• • ., tll.,_n« 
to eM Mitb r..n '"'id1 Ill• Nucl or h.- 100...,... 1u11 
t.I)IH I��; htU. 

men and Reservi.u. The Opci'Jlton of a mo· 
dc:m h.nt i& .somewhat oomplu and, ia the 
el)'plian anny. an the annou.rW ptnOAnel 
arc rC.JUlan.. By ClOmp&Non. the lvadi tuk pcnonnd act only VUf s.hort periods ol 
1\&lkla&l acrvicc to kam their tnck and to 
rcuh the �y hiP atancbtd olcratn� 
ina required. 1llcir IUCCCU b all the more 
remarkable: for that. 

An Eaypti.an otficu is said to have com· 
plntncd: •"llloSe JeW!I don't attack according 
totbebook''. Tbat is p robably the reason for 
the lJradis' SUCCC$$. 'They did not attack in 
I he way it' is writtc:.n in mili l&t)' ma.nual$. 

Their ipCCd. momc:tLtum, iDwnti ftnca and 
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the ctamplc of their officcn shuwc:d which 
Caaors a.rc the mOlt imponant, 

It wu with this bactarou.nd knowJed,e 
tfW lt�urorht vi.silcd the JCcne ol the Sin•i 
camp.Jip. It iJ Rgm.ltd that time did not 
pcnnic "" eu.mio.ation of the CoreifatiON 
on tbc Syrian border in 1hc north or of the 
IU't.ll ett.lled the West Qanlr,-cwo quite t.li(· 
fcrtnt $011S or actloo involvln& both a lllOWl· 
tala a.suuh and the de-.a.r�1 of tbc Old City 
of Jerualem, 

fn addition to Yisitin$ the ICUitC or some 

of the. actions in Sinai (Khan Yunis., El 
J\rhh, Oj�bcl Ubni, Bir Oifa,aJa , Blr Tha· 
mllda &tid tho Mlda Pw), /!u�rw,/rJ hnd chc 
chance of vbialng an air force ba.s.c. The 
army and air (ocee v. ciOioCiy rd&ted IK• 
tie-l «pnia.&liou and their ac:dvilfcl muu 
b< eoruMlct<d jointly. An unml.nt'lon of some of the t»uto 
areas hu mn.de clear wtnc Q( the diWcul. 
tics which t11ld to be overcome by army 
co1nnu.ndm ope.ra.tina In an aru like the 
SJoai �n. Apan from Wcll.cJd'iDC:d n.n· 
«a. or hillJ, the DOt1h«n a.ru. i:i rdatiWiy 
nat with rolltna du...,c:a and shallow wadis.. 
Water is non·c;cistcat over most of it. Jt is 
idul rnnnceuvring ground for tanb piO· 
vided one. has ai,. su(lerlorily &.nd a.ood 
\:Otr:ununieltlonL k wc.ll u lue:l aDd am• 
munitio&. wacc:r is a vital rw:cusis:y. O.ne 
only bad 10 ICC lbc looJ lioa of abi.ocJonaJ 
Arab v�hlc:!d, bon� open and dratocd ol 
w•ter ror drinkina purpocu, to rulbc: the 
(lfi$bl of troops uofonunatc enough 10 be 
bereft ol thclr transport and alw of thdr 
water suppUc:a. Alt superiority ol the: h· 
radis uuurcd llul 1hc:ir sarikc:t a,aiMt sup­
ply .. c.aran.n� .. as lhc:y uc c:alted c:aua.nt 
mnume,..ble fires amona vchkla c:anylns 
wuppliu, TIAle and aa:-.Io, the ro.ds wet" 
obliterated by mwivc: explosions ar\d vo­
hicJu "allt.tcd lc.tt and riaht to avoid a 
merc:iles.s air auauJt by tu.eli liahtu-bomb­
«s. 

The 4r�KIG showed thcrru.elvca to be: m-as­
ters of the unc.ll.pected. In mOt'� Chan 0110 
instllnc:c:, Arab forces were In apparently 
impregnable Jl01itioru-n1inca, tanks, anti· 
tank gun1 and heavy anilkry fanned ouc 

JO as co � tbe only route bdweea 10h 
sand dliACJ or oel&er .. imp&J;Mbk: • topoaraph • 
ieal features. Secrc.dy, che hrulis h.old. pru.­
tiied lecb.nlqua Cor pc:ne.uatlna .oCt sand 
with AmiOUred columN and, when it Ct�mc 
to a .dlowdown, they mua.gcd 10 autck 
from the Jlanlc, 10 1um II and cvrotually 
surround lht pc».i1ion. 

U the Anbt sbo� • \llc.t.hc:u in lhcit 
t;Actics it wu • �lo-wnc:u or mobility co ad· 
jwt therttJCivcs to an au.u:k fmm an un­
t:Jtl>eettd quar1cr. "''bei.r training wu lac:k· 
ing i.n invcntlvtnc:$1 allhouah it mU)Ct be a:aid 
that they fouaht h•rd aod in many euc:. 
wicb coNidcrabtc dc:tcnnin.ation. Once tht:ir 
Judus.hip wu btoke.a however, the u:tion 
b<ect�.me a flight co $&(cty r��oth�r th4tn to a 
r"ll)ling point for a re:ar!'u:ar\1 n.c-tion. Thla 

2 All 4IN ••* •• ,.., ... D.J.,. .... ., • .., rooiOf ••· ,�.._, .. .,..., . �. -..-_,. ... tllicio . 
.. .. , 

in tum bec1une 11: rout an.dj the headlona 
fliShl to the Mitla Pas.s towll I� Suez and IO 
hma.ilia alon.g the ro3d to lt.e nonh which 
fllSUcd, rc:•ultt.d in one of the most dt:c.Uive 
rn.a:ss�cro C'\ cr recorded. 

btaeli t•o.U and :lircraft btoc:kcd 1� \!Ia· 
tt:tn end of tt.c Mi•ta P:t.lil and then pro­
etdcd to drlvt: the recreatlna enemy COOYO)'• 
into the tnp where tht.y were &ystemuti· caUy destro)'Cd. Twenty·flvc kilometers uf 
road an altuou compLetely �ked by 
wrcc.ted vehic:l�:& aod it will be: a long time 
bcfon:: thi& roo.d is clear. On the road hont 
Djcbcllbni, through Bir Oilpf• to fsmallha, 

the :�.tory b the same. It 1a a. wrible pl.cnu-c 
or the failure of an anny botutin& over 800 
tanks, thowand& of £Uftl �d tbe most nlo-­
dern cquipcnent in the wo,.Jd. but l�t!aa 
air dc:ftnee� bt:lnJ utlCI'ty destroyed in mly 
three dAyt because of the moll ruth1t.u IOd 
dcccrmincd attacks by Iaradl artilk.ry. WI.U 
ud ai.-crdt conuoUcd by men whole COUD:· 
lry's very cxlstenco depended on succcll­
aod a a.wtfc sueceu as lhas. 

Tho luacJlo pr.....s -· !heir auocu 
ift Lbc tw::c of st.rooa Rllka&ncc from the: 
most modem wupoN and tbeir loaes were, 
ul tim.c:s, heavy in propordon to lhe sb.c oC 
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II - Armoured Personnel Carriers 

All •ntt\hlbl(l\lt vclllclc In the Sln•i �rt. Till' BTJ-. jO {r) aii.,.OI.IIld IIUIOt'IJlf.l u.nfcr k:Cil •I Ill( 
Mitla P'us wu 1ttl l pilnttd trMn, tvkklMle or illf 
!lute willt wtlidl t1 "'' broul)lt h110 •a.,., Vldblt 
at tM rnr art: llw � f!OJ"H few the w•trr jrt ,.�bittt. llllh wmkk ••• �Will rr� !lit P'li' RCOII�ftQ a.•k• 

• 
!heir forus. The Israelis knew 1h11 the tnc• 
my possaud pol.lon g:u. understood to be 
both reo�plratory •nd irrihl_nt ""d that thl:� 
had been UM<I l11 the Yemen. There Wlll 
ampfe evidence or equipment for using gns 
amongst the wreek•gc of Egypl1an army 
equipment. The quation whi:ch hu arden 
�mOnl'f �r'Vt.rs. �nder "'·hat tacdeal 
c:ircunutanot:a dkl the Arabl propoK; to 
use it? TJ.i:i h a doubLe edsed wupon and, 
wtw:a UKd apint.t a modem army or apirul 
a •·ell�bdpfincd civitian popublion. chb 
C)'pc ot au would seem to be: of lillie tt\e. 
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E'<�etylhing de ended on a JWih knock·oul 
biQw and thi! the hracli; a-chieved with 
srelll eUcct. 

Whnl tc:MO have been Jc11rnt u a rcAttlt 
or this. ma.�.(ivc rctolltltlon'! .A.ir�oupetiority, a.t 
111lwttys, js the l dlrt8fiiiCIOr in open eround 
where: 1heu: i• nn cover, 1nd il gave IM h>· 
11cl� not onl. ::� .liCCUre baR.. but cnabkd 
them to 0011 r•te lhcir d'rorts on dot;oy. 
i111 the a�nny •nnour. f!wthumorc. k b 

dear that • we-lo4t11iMU And •-,:tl kd mObile 
,orcc ft.» evtrY Ch11n(c or �UttcedlnJ atpln..u 
.- dus·ift defence havina •upcricr firepower 
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A l(mporary Cllfk f41t ... t.-.,.N •nd \ll'ldtfl�ttd So-�ct •r·t!l)tly, "'011l¢,.,'htre l11 Sll••l", At ldl, M·JI Mwitrcn 
(112 mnH:" naht, M-44 •lld·••nk/tldd 1un.� (IUO m111}, 

•t thh cannol adoquattly ddcml it.a own 
flank. Another- lesson-pcrh)!pi one of tbe 
ni0\\1 important-is ac:cutacy oC shootina. 
Utnk11, when con(ronle:d by dug·in tanJcs 
an,ona: undulating aand thJncll were forc«< 
10 resort 10 long """� tirinf1. Some \"Cry 
rrm1uhblc rCJU1t5 were achltV<d and, due 
tO the •upl"fior' qualitiu of the: b.r.acli tan\ 
JUO.i, they wuc able to iCOI't hils On laob 
whlft out of accurate ranac: or the: Ruu;u 
JloiM or the EJy):tiam. As rtJ"hb k:adc.r· 
•hip. the: lightina q_uahty of mtrt who are 
r.chon•lly ted i:i alwa)'l bcHcr th•n that o( 
men who are ordered- forward. IU h' the 
c:;a..,c of the Egypeian ormy. 'rhc high prO· 
porllon of bradi oUklers kllle.J in actinn 
Is (til unfortunate TC-$\IIl or pc:rwnol leader· 
.�<hlp, and Chi$ in addition, In m11ny CISe$ • 
oc:c�trrcd through thdr h1blt of luding with 
thc.ir tank tufl"d hatches open. 

• r • , ' ' �· '"',(. • , ').' . . '..-., .. � .......... , .. "'1�-.- Y,!' '" \"�J· . . . . '. _, :· \) --·\ 
.· 
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It t.tUN fairly nnain lhat It will be a 
lonJ tame bdore the Ea,Uan army i$ r-e.. built-pt-rhaps two yea� pc:rN� mole. At 
all c�nrs .. the huic ,-.,.b/bracli problem 
b J4ill unra.olvtd and rhc: q\tdlion is wheth-­
er armed conOict i$ wor1h pursuing fut1�r. 
fn the: light or pa$t c:.x�rlenc:e it is to be:: 
hoped that wiser counMls will prevail. 

An cnormow quantity of undam11.gcd So­
vtc:i tanks. guns and equipnu::nl WitS atp· 
turcd by dte Jsnelis o.nd son1c c:xampl.es of 
th<!C arc illustrated on the accomJWlying 
pqeJ.. ++ 
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