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Israel considers the results of the six day war

During the five months which have passed
since the end of the “six-day war™ from
June 5 to June 10, 1967, military leaders
have had much to consider and discuss. One
of the shortest, most decisive and {for the
loser} most disastrous campaigns on record
was a war which stretched men and logistics
to the limit. Command, support, training
and the methods of wsing modern anma-
ment are all matters which will be discussed
for o Jong time (o come,

In order o get an idea at first hand of
wime of the results of the war and some of
the lessons to be learnt from i, an Jareravia
vbaerver took the opportunity of visiting ls-
rael and, in particular, the Sinai theatre of
the war. S0 far, no similar opportunity has
cccurred for visiling an Arab country and,
although we would have preferred 1o present
n bplenced picture, this is not ot present
poasible. Nevertheless, it is felt that much
hus been lenrnt already towards achieving
this.

As far ag the relative strengths of the
oppasing ferces are concerned, by far the
greater oy with the Arab nations. The quali-
w of the equipment mvelved (particularly
the Epyptinn equipment) was of the most
modern type and some of it was the most
modern in the world-—better even than
some poassssed by NATO armics,

Published figures give little more than a
puide to assessing the outcome, for Bt nust
be appreciated that the vast majority of the
best trained troops, including tank crews,
artillery teams and other specialists were
fost 1o Egypl in the Sinai Desert. It iz esti-
mated that it will take pot less than two
years o train replacements. Although sub-
stantial numbers of tanks, guns and olher
weapons (including ground to ground mis-
siles) have since been delivered to Egypt,
Syrin und Algeria by the Eastern bloc since
the end of the fighting, it will be a long
time before they can effectively be put o
[

In order to understand the significance
and mognitude of the lsracli victory, it is
necessary 10 bear in mind the outlook of the
ordinary eitizen and the driving force behind
him. First, one must recognise the subtle

I change which occurs to most of those who

became lsraeli citizens. They bBecome seitled,
and yet feel that they are silling on some-
thing like a volcano, surrounded by hostile
States which, since the Stute of Israel was
formally brought into cxistence in 1948,
have relused 1o recognise ils existence and
have declwred their intention of throwing
the lsraclis into the sen,

S0 the lsraeli must be prepared to fight
for his existence, For this reason, every man
of the Jewish population who is of military
oge is a soldier, He lives his life os a civilian,

but he it also a reservist, General @Yalle, .

who commanded one of the Ismaeli armoured
divisions, has pointed out that every man in
his diviston, himsell included, had been o
civiliam until three weeks before the war
staried, Al thai time, the armed forces com-
prised some 70,000 men of whom all but
about 12,000 were undergoing nationol ser-
vice—which incidentally also applies to wo-
men, who are required (o serve as well, The
women are trealed ay equals with men and
serve in units surprisingly far forward and
are fully trained in the use of small arms,
Mational Service s 26 months for men and

Symbolic ol ihe inl:lulinn
between lsrael's urmy and air
foree, & single-seat Sud-Avia-
tion S0-40%0 Vautour A uil-
purpose fighter-bomber is scen
over & company of Centirior
tanks. The Foutoar J14 has an
armament of four DEFA
30 mm cannon end CEO CRITY
Internally up o 4,500 b of
bombs. Four eatermal rucks
will carry bembs, fuel Lenks or
rocket packs, The Craturion
weighs nbout 50 Lons, cornes a
105 mm gun and has an engime
of 635 h. p.

20 menihs for womenr. Upon national mob-
ilisation, Israel was abls to increase its arm-
ed forces to pot far shorl of 300,000, cut
of a todal population of 2% million. Mob-
ilisation s well-advanced within 24 hours
and complete in 72, Bach officer and NCO
hus the duty to maintain contact with his
men and 1o notily them when they are re-
quired, In emergency, a radio cods can be
used to call up reserve units,

Israel hax gained not ealy territory and
more secure frontiers with Egypt, Syrin and
Jordan, She has also gained a breathing space
which will enable her 1o asseas the situation
i an atmosphere of comparative calm. There
is one extremely valuable lesson which the
Israelis have learnt—never 1o underestimate
their opponents. “Last time we were betier
than the enemy. MNext time, they will im-
prove and we must be belter still"—this
s a theme repealed frequently. Significantly,
no-one scems (o doubt that there will be a
“next (ime” unless a diplomatic miracle is
achieved and there seems to be liitle faith
in the mbility of the United Mations effec-
tively to protect the State of Israel which it
voted inlo existence in 1948, The Arabs®
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The Arab Deployment for Attack, June 4, 1967
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“The disgram above indicales the estimated pirengih of the Arab forces on June & at the outbresk of hostilivies. The armows indicate the forces contriated by Arab
sales gither before or doring the conflict,

A Soviel Type T 53 tank of the Egypiinn dih Armoured Divisson with a damaged The S0 57-2 anti-abrerafl tank, This tank mounts tlr|l1 37 mm BBl guni. 1)
track an the Bir el Thamada—Rlr Gifgafa road. wiad hurnl oul and lay an the Bif Elmﬂ—llﬂﬂﬂh il
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abjections 10 the handing over of areas of
Palestine ro the Jews are 100 well-known io
need repetition here, but these are funda-
mental to their refusal to recognise Tarpel’s
cxislence us a State,

Follewing upon the Bussian warning (o
Cairo early in May 1967 of large Israch
lroop concentrations on the Syrian border,
e Egyptinns ordered the UN observers to
withdraw and moved considerable forces up
1o the Sinai border and blockaded the straits
of Tiran. This Russian report was complel-
ely untrue, according to the UN observers
on the [sraed—Syrian border. According 1o
recent press reporis, the Russians then real-
imed that Egypt was intent on making an
sttack on lsrael in support of Syra and,
some 30 hours before the start of the war,
persuaded the Egyptiany 1o change their
minds and resort to diplomutic pressure, By
now, however, it was oo lale—Israe]l was
committed o a once-and-foc-all campaign
to drive away the constant threat of her
neighbours. By varlous deceptions she per-
susded the Arabs that she was not ready to
make an  immediate sirike in Sinai by
sending some of the army on a fulse "leave®,
and by feints 1o the south which caused
Epypt to send aircrafl und ships away [rom
the Suez Canal area. Nevertheless, an Egyp-
tian army of more than 80,004 troops in
seven divisions, and not less than B00 tanks
faced Tsrael in Sinai, and the Israeli decision
1w strike on this front, taken on June 4,
wig based on one prime factor—the achiey-
ing of immediate air seperiority. Their land
forces were pulnumbered by neardy two 1o
one.

The Isruelis knew that it would only be
a maiter of hours before a reaction could
be expected from Syria, Jordan und perhaps
Lebanon., Their immediale need therefore
appeared to be to strike the Egyplians very
hard, roll them back amd then turn their
attentions to the north and east, so as nol
to be committed to fighting on three fronts
al onee, The result is well-enough known
it 1o need repetition.

The Tsraels felt that their country was
too small to fight in, so they had to break
out and fight in the open desert where there
WAl FoOm 0 mancuvre, as quickly as pos-
sible, Knowing that the Egyptian forfifica-
tions in Sinai extended in considerable depth
{some of them were built in 1956 and others
us far back as 1948), it was necessary (hat
alt the Israeli forces should be mobile and
protected by armour—above all, awilt mov-
Ing.

In order 1o achieve superierity on the
grownd with relatively inferior equipment in
ecms of numbers and of being up 1o date,
the Israelis required air superiority. This
they achieved in the remarkahbly short time
of 2 howrs, 50 minutes by knocking oul the
Egyptinn Air Force and ground radar in
Sinai and Egypt, and then turning their at-
tention 1o the Air Forces and radar of Irag,
Jordun and Syria. By the end of the seeond
day u conlirmed and checked grand total of
416 Arab aircrafl had been destroyed, 383
of them on lhe ground, Mo claim for the
destruction of sn aircrafll was entertsined

until it had been douwblechecked, Having®

ensured the wirtwal elinmination of enemy
interference (there were, however, a few
isolated instances), the Isragli Air Force pro-
ceeded to attack the Egyplion army in Sinai,
anek then the Syrisn and Jordanian srmies,
once the Sinai campaign was underwiy,
Each air force squadron acted in accor-
dunce with the jmmediste reguirements of

The Israeli advance, June 5-10, 1967
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the areny command 1o which Bt was assigned.
liy the end of the sixth day, the Arab ar-
mies and air forces had virually ecased (o
exist und the campuign hid|proved 4 con-
vincing example of the use gf an inlegrated,
wir and ground ilactical force.

The wrenu of the action can be des-
cribed as follows: The Sinui Peninsula has
three principal axes. One is the coastal axis,
from Rafish o the Canal; the second is
Ketzigli-Ahu Agueile; the third one s Qun-
tyileh-A Temed-E'Makhl-Port  Fuad-Suez,
Ciher than that, the approach te Shurm-el-
Sheikh is principally by air or, by sew, along
the western okt of the Peninsola.

There were three aims in 1the campaign:
1o destroy the Epyptisn anmy once wnd for

e jurnedi mirbarng seops
. leraubi weltamanls ahetad

€™ [ Initlal Arab popltiona

all; 1o capture Sharm-el-Sheikh and thus 10
open the road to Eilat; and the third sim,
which was the result of the second, to con-
quer all of Sinai, in order 1o reach Sharm-el-
Sheikh. The campaign was carried owl in
three stages: the aim of the first stage was
1o open the principal passages into the Pen-
insula and thus destroy the forces on the
eistern ling; the second was lo push for-
ward, hit and destroy the secomnd defence
line; and third stoge was 1o engage the ar-
moured Force in batile and desiroy it, The
enemy had seven divisions, Two were ar-
moured divisions; one was a division of
Palestiniuns in the Gaza Sirip (the 200k Div-
sion); the Tth Division was siluated between
Rufiah and E1 Arish; the 2nd Division was
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The entrance 1o the Mitla pers, an almost ineairicakle tnngle of burnt oul lanks, perianne| ramsport, fuel and
ather supply vehicles, Visible arc two T M tanks and o 511 100 tank destroyer and, i Jefl, m supply truck
which i lying on top of snother vehicle.

positioned along the Abu Agueila-Cusema
fine; the rd Division along the Djebel Libni
Bir Hasna line; the 4th Armoured Division
was stalioned between Makhl and Cuntyileh;
and a special armoured force of division
size was in the Qreya Pass facing Milzpe
Ramon. -

The first stnge of the attack was along
two axes. One line of altack was via Khan
Yunls and Rafinh in the direction of El
Arish and the second aleng the Ketziot-Abu
Agueila line. The two forees were each of
divisional strength, and in addition o third
force of divisionsl strength broke through
over dirt roads to the centre of the Djcbel
Libni-Bir Lahfan trisngle. In addition to
these forces, there were fwo augmented
brigades,

During the second siage, the Israelia
aimed to demolish the second defence line
from Djebel Libni to Bir Hasna, and to
induce lhe enemy's armoured divisions to

T

b FdobAita

o

A burnt out T 35 lank equipped with inlra-red pro=
jeclor,

stage a counter-attack, and thus effect con-
tact with them. The Egyptian divisions did
nat counter-attack. At this stoge, the central
{orce started to advance in the direction of
the Djebel Libni—Rir Hasna line, while the
divizion in the north broke through the Bir
Lahfan position and proceeded al great
speed towards (he Suez Canal.

The third stage was one of tank baltles,
with the Israelis attempting to surround the
Egyptians and compel them to fight. Dur-
ing this stage the Tsraclis reached Bir Gif-
gafe and blocked the enemy's refreat route
1o the Canal, while one divisien took Farg'r
near the Mitla Pass, thus botiling up the
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southern caits, An armoured brigade took
Makhl, culting off the Egyplian forces to
1he easl,

Il was at this stage that the Egyptian
army wis compelled (o carry on & running
battle in 1wo directions—one in order 10 es-
cape encirclement and reach the Canal, and
and the second in order 1o block the passes
lending to the Canal along the three axes:
lsmailin, Jirdi and Mitla. This battle raged
for a whole day mand well into the follow-
ing night, with sbout one thousand tanks
taking part altogether, It ended at 10 p. m.
on June § and by 3 & m. on the fifth day
of the war, all the Taracli forces had reached
the Canal. That same day, lsrachi troops
were |anded by helicopter and naval ships
ai Sharm-el-Sheikh, while a land unit reach-
cil Ras Sudor on the Red Sen by way of
the Mitle Pass,

The outcome of these operations was that
the Egyptians lost hetween five hundred and
six hundred lanks destroyed amd another
two hundred were captured imtact. Four
Egyptinn divisions were tolally destroyed
and a further three were eliminated s fight-
ing formations, even though isolated units
escaped. Among the booly laken were a
number of SAT Guideline ground-air mis-
siles which were lfound at & missile-launch-
ing base hetween the Mitlh Pass and the
Buez Canal. This base was taken intact, with
the missilea ready for lsunching.

In the eo of ninely-one hours, an Is-
raeli force of just over three divisions de-
feated an nriny of seven divisions and des-
troyed i, This was due 1o a number of fac-

tors, The firft faclor consists of concentra-

tion of forcks, speed of movement and a
constantly maintained impetus, while fight-
ing continuopsly and withouw rest for four
dnys and fqur nighls, The secomd factor

Te helicved 1o be sised lor loading
i mlusiles, This is one of a nismber
1 which were caplured.

A Russian ve
s into shells
of auch vehie

“The wreck of an ATS heavy tractor and the M-1T
152 mm howlirer which it was towing wheon bl
up im the Mitla Pass. ¢

concerns the tacties of unusual penetration
in depth to determine at once the enemy's
fighting capacity. The organization for the
supply of fuel, ammunition and repairs
enebled the Iseneli divisions to act indepen-
denily, at least during the first seventy-two
hours, and they needed reinforcement anly
on the last day,

The Israelis used a number of old tanks,
including some from the Second World War,
The Egyptinns and Syriangs hed the most
modern vehicles but the Iscaelis improved
their old tanks by improvisation, endeavour-
ing 1o get a better driving genr and befter
guns, Mevertheless, they could not improve
their tanks so s to compele with the most
modem Soviet vehicles, They believe (hat
only the American army can compare with
the Egyplian army as regards quality and
quantity of armoured equipment.

Another difficulty is that the Tsraeli army
ix principally composed of Mational Service-

This 511 100 tank destrover was found at the enlramnee
to the Mitla Pass with the barrel of iis 100 mm gun
split in half.

men and Reservists. The operation of & mo-
dern tank iz somewhat complex and, in the
_Egyptian army, all the armoured personnel
are régulars. By comparison, the [sraeli tank
personnel get only very short periods of
national service to learn their trade and to
reach the necessarily high standard of train-
ing required. Their success is all the more
remarkahble for thal.

An Egyptian officer is said (o have com-
plained: “Those Jews don't altack according
tothe book”, That is probably the reason for
the Israelis’ success. They did not attack in
the way it is written in mililary manuals.
Their speed, momentum, inventiveness and




the example of their officers showed which
factors are the most imponant,

It was with this background knowledge
that Jnreravia visited the scene of the Sinui
campaign. It is regretied that time did not
permit an examination of the fortifications
on the Syrian border in the nonh or of the
aren called the West Bank—two guite dif-
ferent soris of netion involving both & moun-
tain assunll and the clearing of the Old City
af Jerusalem.

In addition to visiting the scene of some
of the sctons in Sinai (Khan Yuniz, El
Arish, Djebel Libni, Bir Gifgafa, Rir Tha-
mada and the Mitla Pass), Interavic had the
chance of visiting an air force buse. The
army andl air force are closely relnted lac-
ticul organisations snd their sctivities must
be considered jointly.

An cxamination of some of the batile
areas has made clear some of the difficul-
ties which had to be overcome by army
commanders operuling in on arca like the
Sinai Desert, Apan from well-defined ran-
ges of hills, the norhern area is relatively
flat with relling dunes and shallow wadis.
Water is non-cxisient over most of it It is
ideal maneuvring ground for tanks pro-
vided onc has mir superiorily and good
communications. As well as fuel and am-
munition, water is a wvilal necessity. One
only had to see the long lines of abandoned
Arab vehicles, bonnets open and drained of
water for drinking purposes, Lo realise the
plight of treops unfortunate encugh to be
bereft of their transport and also of their
water supplies. Air superiority of the Is-
raelis ensured that their strikes against sup-
ply “carnvans” as they are called caused
innumerable fires among vehicles carrying
supplies. Time amd again, the roads were
obliterated by masive explosions and ve-
hicles seattered left and right to avoid a
merciless air assault by Braeh fighter-bamh-
ers, ]

The Israelis showed themselves 10 be mas-
ters of the uneapected. In more than one
instunce, Arah forces were in apparently
impregnable positions—mines, lanks, anli-
tank guns and heavy artillery fanned oul
so as to block the only route belween soft
sand dupes or other “impassable” topograph-
ical features, Secretly, the Israelis had prac-
tised techniques for peselrating soft sand
with armoured columns and, when 1t came
1o a showdown, they managed to attack
from the [lank, to turm it and eveniually
surround the position.

If the Arabs showed a weakoess in their
factics it was n slowness of mobility to ad-
just themselves to an attack from an un-
gxpected quarter. Their fraining was lack-
ing in inventiveness although it must be suid
that they fought hard and in many case
with considerable determination. Once their
leadership was broken however, the action
became a flight to safety rather than 1o a
rullying point for a rearguard oction, This

" All dals bassd on lerasl Defanse Minleiny liguras.

Armous liguras appear bo Indscabe mazimum plate hick-
nase.

in tum becante 8 rout and) the headiong
flight to the Mitla Pass towanls Suez and lo
Ismailiz along the road to the norh which
ensued, resulted in one of the most decisive
massacres ever recorded,

Isracli tanks and aireraft blocked the wes--

tern end of the Mitla Pass und then pro-
ceded to drive the retreating engmy convoys
imto the trap where they were systemati-
eally destroyed. Twenty-five kilometers of
joad mre almost completely blocked by
wreeked vehicles and it will be a long time
hefore this read is clear. On the rosd frem
Dijebel Lbni, through Bir Gifgafa to limailis,

the story is the same. It is a terrible picture
of ihe failure of an army boasting over 800
tenks, thousands of guns and the most mo-
dern equipment in the world, but lscking
air defence, being utterly destroyed in oaly
three days because of the most ruthless and
determined attncks by Israeli artillery, tanks
and aireraft controlled by men whoss coun-
iry's very cxistence depended on succcis—
nnd & swift success at that,

The Israclis pressed home their aitacks
in the face of strong resistance from the
most modern weapons and their losses were,
ut times, heavy In proporiion to the size of

Captured Soviet Military Equipment 1)
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il this cannol adegualely defend its own
flank. Another lesson—perhaps one of the
mosl important—is accuracy of shooling.

their forces, The Israclis knew that the ene-
my possessed poison gas, understood 1o be
hoth respiratory and irritant and that this

Everylhing delended on o swift kaock-oul
blow and thid the lsraclis achieved with
great effect.

e

had been used in the Yemen, There was
ample evidence of equipment for using gas
amongst the weeckape of Egyptian army
equipment. The question which has arisen
amongsl observers is—under what tactical
eireumsiances did the Arabs propose to
use it? This is a double edged weapon and,
when used against & modemn army or against
a well-disciplined civilinn population, this
type of gas would seem to be of little use.

A Lemporary park for sivaged and wrdemaged Soviet artillery, “somewhere in Sinai™. At lefl, M-18 howitzers
ght, M- anti-tank[feld guns (100 mm).

{122 mm}; at n

'.- = .I!"lﬁ'l g AT o

What lessond have been learnt as o result
of this massive [retalintion? Airsuperiorily, as
always, is the deciding factor in open ground
where there is no cover, and il pave the Is-
raelis not only a secure base, but enabled
them 1o concerftrate their efforts on destroy-
ing the enemyl srmour, Furthermore, it s
clear that & well-iraincd ond well led mohile
force has every chance of succeeding against
a dug-in defence having superior Tirepower

tanks, when confronted by dug-in tanks
among undulating sand dunes were forced
to resort to long range firing. Some wvery
remarkable results were achieved and, due
10 the superior qualilies of the Tsracli fank
guns, they were able to score hits on fanks
while oul of sccurate range of the Russion
guns of the Egyptians. As regards leader-

" ship, the fighting quality of men who are

petsonally led is always betier than that of
men who are ordered forward, as in the
case of the Egyptian army. The high pro-
portion of Israeli officers killed in action
is an unforunale resull of peraonal leader-
ship, and this in addition, in many cases,
ocenrred through their habit of leading with
their tank turret hatches open.

It seems fairly certain that it will be a
long time before the Egyptian army is re-
built—perhaps two years, perhaps more, Af
all events, the hasic Arab/Isracli problem
iz still unresolved and the question is wheth-
er armed conflict is warth pursuing further,
In the light of past experience it is to be
hoped that wiser counsels will prevail.

An enormous quantily of undamaged So-
viet lanks. guns and eguipmen! wis cap-
tured by the Israelis and some examples of
these are illustrated on the accompanying
PREES. ++




