(1.5L/D; 1.5S)
Instructional Period 6404

Title: Coalition Warfare

Themes: 

1. Challenges of coalition warfare

2. Influence of politics across the full spectrum of warfare

3. Challenges of converting military victory into political success

Introduction: Almost all wars are coalition wars to some degree, whether the parties are members of formal alliances or of temporary efforts to achieve a specific goal. Coalitions serve two broad functions in most cases, and may serve others as circumstances vary. Most obviously, coalitions provide important physical or other support for military and diplomatic efforts to resolve conflicts or to bring war fighting to successful conclusions. Less obviously, but not necessarily less importantly, coalitions provide a source of legitimacy to the actions of all or some of the nations involved. The theoretical literature on coalition warfare is less comprehensive than one might expect for such an important topic. This instructional period centers around several issues: (1) endurance or collapse of alliances and coalitions; (2) patterns of coalitions; (3) areas of military cooperation (or lack thereof), including personal relations among commanders during war; and (4) some current questions.

The first reading (Walt) addresses fundamental issues in the collapse or endurance of alliances, including domestic factors. Paul Kennedy’s chapter explores the role of long-term alliances and temporary coalitions in both peace and war from the late-nineteenth century to the NATO era. Three readings address wartime coalitions and alliances. Jehudah Wallach discusses the role of personal relationships, while DiNardo and Hughes examine the problems in German coalition warfare in both world wars and suggest broad areas where wartime cooperation is at least very desirable. 

Lesson Objective: Analyze the potential strengths and weaknesses of a coalition’s strategy and its conduct of war. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2b, 3a, 3c. SAE: 2, 6. 
Desired Learning Outcomes:

1. Analyze the factors that produce coalitions and render them effective over a long period of time.

2. Analyze the factors that erode coalitions and reduce their effectiveness in peace and war. 

3. Assess the factors that undermined or strengthened coalitions in a specific national context, that of Germany in two world wars.

4. Analyze the problems of coalitions among highly asymmetric allies. 

Questions for Study and Discussion:
1. What are the purposes and characteristics of various kinds of alliances or coalitions?

2. Why do some alliances end quickly while others endure over a long period of time?

3. What are the domestic dimensions of coalitions and how important are they?

4. Do coalitions create or reflect interests that may in turn be either centrifugal or centripetal?

5. What kinds of sacrifices or compromises are required to hold coalitions together in war and peace?

6. Given the historical record, how important are coalitions in achieving national goals, winning wars, and preserving peace?

7. What role does high civilian and military leadership play in successful coalition warfare?

Assigned Readings:
1. Walt, Stephen M., “Why Alliances Endure or Collapse,” Survival, Vol. 39, No. 1, Spring 1997, 156–179.

2. Kennedy, Paul, “Military Coalitions and Coalition Warfare over the Past Century,” in Keith Neilson and Roy A. Prete (eds.) Coalition Warfare: An Uneasy Accord, 1983, pp. 3–15.

3. Wallach, Jehudah, “Suggestions for a Typology of Wartime Coalitions,” Uneasy Coalition: The Entente Experience in World War I, Chapter 1, 1993, pp. 1–6.

4. DiNardo, Richard L. and Daniel J. Hughes, “Germany and Coalition Warfare in the World Wars: A Comparative Study,” War in History, Vol. 8, No. 2, 2001, pp. 166–190.

Suggested Readings:
Reiter, Dan, Crucible of Beliefs: Learning, Alliances, and World Wars (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996).

Clark, Wesley K., Waging Modern War: Bosnia, Kosovo, and the Future of Combat (New York: Publication Affairs, 2001), esp. pp. 29–192.
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