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Instructional Period 6409

Title: World War II: Strategy and Coalition Warfare Against Germany

Themes:

1. Challenges of coalition warfare

2. Influence of politics across the full spectrum of warfare 

3. Challenges of converting military victory into political successes 

Introduction: The Second World War was the most destructive conflict in human history. In Europe, Germany sought to establish a new order, based upon Nazi ideology, extending from the Ural Mountains to the Atlantic. Indeed, many of the strategic decisions taken by the Nazis during the war were conditioned by that objective, such that they arguably became the prisoners and victims of their ideology. Standing against the power and ambitions of Germany was the Grand Coalition, consisting principally of the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union. Although sharing the common objective of seeking the complete destruction of Nazi Germany, each of the three Grand Coalition partners had unique and, in many respects, mutually incompatible visions of the post-war European order. As with German strategy, the strategies advocated and pursued by the British, Americans, and Soviets were shaped, in part, by their respective worldviews. This, in turn, not only produced tensions within the alliance; it also set the stage for the post-war disintegration of the Grand Coalition and the outbreak of the Cold War. 

Lesson Objective: To analyze the perceptions, interests, political objectives, and national military strategies of the Allied coalition within the European theater during World War II between 1941 and the 1945. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d. SAE: 2. DC: 2.

Desired Learning Outcomes: 

1. Identify the national interests and objectives of the United States, the USSR, and Great Britain. 

2. Assess the impact of the coalition war effort on the major combatants’ respective political objectives.

3. Assess the relationships among the political objectives of the United States, the USSR, and Great Britain and the national military strategies advocated and pursued in the European theater between 1941 and 1945. 

Questions for Study and Discussion:

1. What was the relationship of the coalition partners in 1941 and how had it changed by 1945?

2. To what degree did objectives pursued by the United States during the Second World War represent a continuation of the Wilsonian approach to international relations?

3. How did the political objectives of the three principal members of the Grand Coalition influence their respective approaches to national strategy within Europe between 1941 and 1945?

4. To what degree did Marxist-Leninist ideology versus Soviet national interest condition Soviet political objectives in Europe during the Second World War? 

5. What role did the termination of WWII play in the beginning of the Cold War? Was the Cold War inevitable? 

Assigned Readings: 

1. Matloff, Maurice, “Allied Strategy in Europe,” in Peter Paret, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy, pp. 677–702. (Separate Issue)

2. Lewis, Adrian, “The Evolution of Anglo-American Combined Amphibious Doctrine in World War II: Tactical Surprise Versus Firepower,” Dennis Showalter ed., Future Wars: Coalition Operations in Global Strategy, pp. 107–22. (Separate Issue)

3. Weigley, Russell, F., “The American Military and the Principle of Civilian Control from McClellan to Powell,” The Journal of Military History, Vol. 57, October 1993, read only pp. 42–56.

4. Erickson, John, “Koalitsionnaya Voina: Coalition Warfare in Soviet Military Theory, Planning and Performance,” Keith Neilson and Roy Prete, eds., Coalition Warfare: An Uneasy Accord, 1983, pp. 98–115.

Suggested Readings:

Weinberg, Gerhard, A World at Arms: A Global History of World War II.

Magenheimer, Heinz, Hitler’s War: Germany’s Key Strategic Decisions 1940–1945 (London: Cassel & Co., 1998 [1997 in German]).

McNeill, William H., America, Britain and Russia: Their Cooperation and Conflict, 1941–1946, (New York: Johnson Reprint, 1970 [1953]).
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