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John A. Shaud


General Shaud is the current General Henry H. “Hap” Arnold Chair of Air and Space Leadership at the Air War College, and is a Distinguished Professor there. 


General Shaud retired from the United States Air Force after 35 years of distinguished service.  His last position on active duty  was as Chief of Staff of NATO’s Allied Command Europe.  He held this post at Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE), Mons, Belgium, from 1988 until 1991.  


Prior to his assignment to NATO, General Shaud was Commander of the Air Training Command(ATC), headquartered at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas.  While at ATC from 1986 until 1988, he planned for the introduction of Specialized Undergraduate Pilot and Navigator Training (SUPT and SUNT), to include proposals for training aircraft replacement.  


Pentagon duty was the precursor to his command of ATC.  As Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel he dealt with a wide range of issues to include officer promotion with emphasis on general officer assignment and promotion.  Prior to that he had spent a total of four years in the office of Air Force Plans (XOX).  As Director of Plans he initiated studies in information operations, the tactical and operational utility of space assets, low intensity conflict, and “war fighting” education for flag officers.   General Shaud also spent a fair amount of time in the “tank” meeting with his other service and joint staff counterparts as well as on the Hill briefing members of congress and their staffs.


The early part of his career was spent in the Strategic Air Command (SAC) flying bombers.  He then served in Southeast Asia first as a current operations briefer in an F-105 unit at Korat RTAFB in Thailand and then as an RF-4C flight commander at Tan Son Nhut Air Base in South Vietnam.

Upon return to the United States, the Air University sponsored his doctoral studies at the Ohio State University.  He then lectured at the Air Command and Staff College.  After attending National War College, he was assigned as Director of Operations and then Vice Commander of the B-52 wing at Kincheloe AFB, Michigan.


His next assignment was as the Strategic Division Chief in the basement of the Pentagon.  He also was involved in the formative stages of what eventually became “Check Mate”.  Leaving the Pentagon, he was assigned as the Wing Commander at Fairchild AFB, Spokane Washington, becoming the Division Commander. He then commanded SAC’s contribution to the Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force headquartered at Minot AFB, ND.  This was his last field assignment prior to joining the Directorate of Plans on the Air Staff.  General Shaud has over 5600 hours of flying time in a wide variety of aircraft to include trainers, fighters and bombers.


Since retirement from the Air Force, General Shaud was, in turn, the Director of the Air Force Aid Society and Executive Director of the Air Force Association.  He participated with a DOD commission on Quality of Life and led an Air Force study on the Officer Assignment System.  He is presently a member of the National Reconnaissance Office’s Gold Team and participates as a senior mentor with the Capstone Program for newly promoted flag officers of all services.
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