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AIR WAR COLLEGE AND THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IT

The Air War College (AWC) is the Air Force’s senior professional school.  Its main emphasis is on the strategic environment, emphasizing joint operations and the employment of air and space power in support of national security. The student body comprises a select group of officers from all military services, foreign countries, and civilian agencies. They will spend 10 months focusing on a graduate level curriculum of national and international studies, leadership, military capabilities and strategy, and most importantly, employment of military forces in joint and combined operations.  The AWC strives to maintain an environment conducive to the free expression of ideas and independent, analytical and creative thinking. 

As part of the program, class members are assigned to seminars. Each seminar has a well-balanced mix of senior military officers from each of the services and civilians from several government agencies. In addition officers from 45 different countries are also represented. These international officers attend the International Officer School (IOS) here at Maxwell for 6 weeks before beginning their classes at AWC.  IOS provides orientation, academic foundation, and assistance for the officers and their families as they settle into the Montgomery area. Each international officer and their spouse have a local sponsor--someone from the local community who helps them get to know Montgomery better. 

Maxwell Air Force Base (AFB) might be compared to any university campus except that its schools are for the military professional--it is the home of Air University. The AWC, Air Command and Staff College, Squadron Officer College, and Ira C. Eaker College for Professional Development are the largest of the schools located here. In addition, Maxwell AFB houses the Headquarters of the USAF Civil Air Patrol, Community College of the Air Force, Reserve Officer Training Corps Headquarters, Officer Training School, and College of Aerospace Doctrine, Research, and Education. 

The AWC curriculum consists of three separate department courses along with core elective courses, research, field studies, and special symposia.  Highlights of the year include a variety of distinguished speakers, a health and fitness program, a series of high-level policy, strategy, and force planning and application simulations, and the National Security Forum in which some 140 civilian guests from across the country join the students for a the last week for an exchange of views on current defense issues.  Spouses are invited to attend many of the lectures throughout the year and participate in the health and fitness program.  Add to all of this a full spectrum of formal and informal social activities and you have a thoroughly challenging, stimulating, and rewarding academic year. 

The Air University advisory staff includes representatives from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Royal Air Force, German Air Force, CIA, media, and State Department. Since they live and work at the AWC, we think of them as "ours" and enjoy including their participation in all our activities. 

THE SPOUSES’ PROGRAM

The Spouses' Program is a broad term we use to cover AWC educational activities that involve the spouses of both AWC students and faculty. We encourage all faculty, staff, and classmember spouses to participate in as many of these programs and social activities as possible. 

The upcoming year will be a special one for you. Your spouses will be introduced to subjects designed to broaden their horizons, make them more aware of what's happening in the world, and prepare them for senior positions of leadership. 

You may also want to broaden your horizons during your time here at the AWC.  All unclassified lectures are open to spouses (no children please) unless otherwise identified in the weekly schedule. The lectures are usually scheduled during the morning hours so they are easy to attend.   

You will have the exceptional opportunity during the year to participate with your spouse in a program to assess your health--both physiological and psychological. The AWC Health and Fitness Program measures selected coronary disease risk factors that predict susceptibility to heart attack and screens for overall well-being.  Results are confidential and do not become a part of your medical records.  The aim is to increase personal awareness and therefore provide the motivation needed to make changes to improve your health and lengthen your lives.

AWC SPOUSES GROUP AND OFFICERS' SPOUSES’ CLUB (OSC) 

AWC SPOUSES GROUP

The AWC has an active social program for its spouses.   We hope to have some active interest groups this year such as bunco, quilting, book clubs, etc.  Other popular pastimes are the planned tours in the Montgomery area and within the state.  Look for this information in your monthly newsletter, which will be put into your spouse’s AWC mailbox.

For those of you energetic spouses who like to be super involved in the planning and doing of your group, there is a steering committee which meets once a month.

Chrissie Ware is the honorary president of the AWC Spouses Group.  She welcomes your phone calls-see her number below.

AWC SPOUSES’ MONTHLY EVENTS

AWC spouses will get together monthly, August through April, with the exception of November.  We may have some traditional luncheons with speakers and programs.  Other months may be a more casual or fun event planned.  We want these events to be planned by you, the spouses of the class.  Therefore, there will be a social committee this year to plan these monthly socials.  These socials will generally be the 4th Wednesday of the month with some exceptions. 

You will be kept informed about these events through the monthly newsletter.  If the event is at the O’Club or at another restaurant, we ask for your reservation by the Thursday or Friday before the luncheon.  There is a mailbox at the AWC, second floor, marked “AWC Spouses” where your payment can be placed.

This year we will have a social planning committee who will be in charge of the organizing, decorating, door prizes, etc for the monthly social events.  This is a great way to be involved and if any student spouses would like to participate, it would be greatly appreciated.  We would also encourage any interested faculty spouses to be a part of this committee.

If you have any questions, pleases call:

Gayla Williams – 264-4238

Chrissie Ware – 265-0866

MAXWELL OSC

The Maxwell OSC is organized to promote social, cultural, and charitable activities and to encourage fellowship among its members.  Dues are $3.50 per month and can be billed to your Officers' Club account or you may pay by sending a check for annual dues to MOSC (Maxwell Officers Spouses' Club), Maxwell AFB, Alabama 36112.  Membership enables you to attend all classes and events sponsored by the OSC and to receive a monthly newsletter. 

The Maxwell OSC sponsors luncheons and coffees and gives members an opportunity to participate in a wide variety of activities.  Most OSC functions are held on the third Thursday of the month. 

Questions concerning OSC membership should be addressed to the OSC Membership Chairman, c/o the Officers Spouses' Club, Maxwell AFB, AL 36112.  The Officers' Club Cashier's Cage maintains a supply of OSC membership forms and will also accept the completed application. 

SPECIAL GREETING TO THE

SPOUSES OF INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS

The Air War College is especially pleased to have you with us during this year.  The chances to meet you and your families and to share many activities are some of the most important things we will do this year.  You are most welcome to join us in any of the activities outlined in the booklet.  In addition, you have probably already experienced the summer introduction program for IO families.  The IO Spouses from both AWC and ACSC meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at the Maxwell Main Chapel #2 basement from 9-11 am.  U.S. spouses are also welcome to attend.  You will be informed about many other special activities as the year goes by.

IO Wives are honorary members of Maxwell Officers Spouses’ Club.  You are welcome to all activities and do not pay dues.

NOTE TO SPOUSES OF AWC CIVILIAN STUDENTS, STAFF, AND FACULTY 

All of the opportunities outlined in this booklet apply to you as well as to military spouses.  Your participation will add a new dimension to the fun and growth provided by these activities.

GETTING THE WORD

This handbook has a schedule of events for the coming year. We suggest you keep it on hand for reference along with the handy list of useful phone numbers provided in the back. Also, please note the information on making reservations for AWC Monthly Social Events (those that require them). 

About once a month, a student spouses’ newsletter will be put into your spouse's mailbox. It is called In the Know and is printed on florescent green paper. Ask your spouse to watch for it. 

The Air Command and Staff College (ACSC) spouses have a great website that you can register to be a member of. Their community board is an excellent avenue to learn about and share area information on the best dentists, hairdressers, dry cleaners, restaurants, etc. They are located on the web at http://www.acsc-spouses.com
THE AIR WAR COLLEGE SOCIAL SCENE

The Air War College is a place to meet old friends from other assignments and to make new ones.  Many of your social activities will revolve around your spouses' seminar groups.  They will be assigned to a group of about 15-16 class members, including Air Force officers, officers from other branches of the military, civilians, and international officers. 

Normally the faculty seminar director and teaching team, will have a get-acquainted social the first weekend after school begins.  By this time, you'll find that you're quickly making friends in your new assignment.  What happens from this point is up to the group.  The seminar director acts as a catalyst to bring the seminar closer together, but the responsibility for social functions rests on the group as a whole.  Many groups choose a classmember to be the social chairman.  Everyone can participate in what the group decides to do.  There will undoubtedly be parties for couples as well as other activities to include children 

Seminar spouses usually plan a variety of events during the year such as luncheons, trips to outlet stores, visits to historic districts, or just a few hours of exchanging ideas. 

There are several traditional Air War College social events during the year; for example, a dining out, Christmas party, and a graduation ball in June. 

SUGGESTED DRESS CODE

"What to wear" plagues all of us occasionally. The code that follows is only SUGGESTED; your good taste and good judgment are still essential. If you are uncertain about what to wear, ASK SOMEONE. 

	PRIVATE


	Gentlemen
	Ladies

	Formal
	- Mess Dress
-Civilian-Tuxedo (Black Tie)
	- Mess Dress
-Civilian-Formal Wear, long or tea-length (If invitation states ball it is customary to wear long) 

	Informal (Day)
	Service Dress 
Business Suit
Coat and Tie
	Service Dress
Short Daytime Dress
Suit

	Informal (Evening)
	Same as "Day"
	Service Dress
"After Five” Dress
Long Skirt & Blouse
Dressy Slacks Set
Cocktail Suit

	General Occasions
	Uniform of the Day
Coat and Tie
	Uniform of the Day
Daytime Dress or Suit

	Casual 
	Uniform of the Day

Sport Shirt & Slacks
	Uniform of the Day

Blouse & Slacks or Blouse & Skirts
Casual Dress

	Very Casual
	Blue Jeans & Shirt
Sandals/Tennis shoes
Shorts & T-Shirt
	Shorts & T-shirt
Jeans & T-shirt
Sandals/Tennis shoes


WHAT'S GOING ON IN AND AROUND MONTGOMERY

A first-class professional theater arrived in Montgomery in December 1985 with the opening of the Alabama Shakespeare Festival (ASF). The Carolyn Blount Theater, built by Wynton Blount as a gift to the Festival, has to be seen to be believed. The ASF is located in the Wynton M. Blount Cultural Park, just off East Blvd., on Woodmere Blvd., call (334) 277-BARD for information. 

The Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts has a new home in the Wynton M. Blount Cultural Park (1 Museum Dr.). The Museum houses a changing collection of artwork, including some traveling collections from larger museums. The Museum is home to the Blount Collection, a collection of American art from the eighteenth century to the present. The Museum also sponsors special events for children. Special features include a gift shop and the Terrace Cafe. For more information call (334) 244-5700. 

Montgomery is also the home of several other fine groups: 

Montgomery Chamber Music Organization, call (334) 265-0041 or 277-3505. 

Montgomery Community Concert Series, call (334) 244-7095. 

Montgomery Symphony Orchestra, volunteer community ensemble of 75 musicians.  For tickets or audition procedures, call (334) 262-5182. 

Montgomery Ballet, the city's official ballet company performs its annual classic, Nutcracker, in addition to repertory concerts. Sponsors other visiting professional companies.  Auditions, tickets and other information, call (334) 288-3110. 

Montgomery Little Theater, housed in the Junius Bragg Smith Theater - 432 Goldwaithe St., call (334) 263-4856. 

Old Alabama Town, 310 N. Hull St., Montgomery, 263-4355.  Transplanted Southern structures of interest to anyone who wants knowledge of the South of Yesterday.  Film and coffee served by prior arrangement at the "Tavern" on the grounds. 

Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald Museum, 919 Felder Ave., Montgomery. (Tours by appointment). 264-4222 or 262-1911. 

Montgomery Zoo, 2301 Coliseum Parkway, Montgomery.  (240-4900) Open every day 0900-1600. Military discounts available.  Special events such as ZooBoo, Holiday Lights, and Zoo Weekend. See over 700 animals from 5 different continents, all housed in natural, "barrier free" habitats. The zoo spans over 40 beautifully landscaped acres, offering you a magnificent view of exotic wildlife and endangered species.
AWC’s own Professon Kluz provided an excellent Guide to Montgomery Cuisine and Arts “2002”.  A superb restaurant guide..located on K drive at K:cuisine/cuisine.htm.

Montgomery is located in just the right spot for weekend outings. A 3-hour drive can take you to Florida or Alabama beaches, or to Atlanta, GA. Driving time to New Orleans, LA is approximately 5 1/2 hours.  The Space Center in Huntsville, AL is about 4 hours away.  Maxwell AFB maintains recreational areas at Lake Pippen and Lake Martin. Lake Martin is about an hour northeast of the base and Lake Pippen is about 3 hours southeast in FL. 

Maxwell Recreation Center ITT (Information Tickets and Tours), Building 834, ph. 953-6351, has lots of brochures and information about local sights, tours, lodging, and places of interest within easy driving distance.  Discount tickets are available for the Shakespeare Festival, local movies, and many other attractions, so check it out!  Selma AL, about 40 miles west of Montgomery, has many attractions of historic interest. 

Factory Outlet Malls: 

Monroeville AL... 2 hours south off I-65 

Boaz AL...3 hours north off state highway 431 

The Mill, La Grange GA...2 hours north on I-85

Key Events
 

	June 2004

	Date
	Event

	7
	International Officers Begin Summer Preparatory Program

	24-25
	International Officers’ Trip to Atlanta, GA

	28-9 Jul
	International Family Orientation Program begins

	July 2004

	Date
	Event

	2
	AETC Family Day

	5
	Independence Day (Federal Holiday) Observed

	12-16
	New Faculty Orientation

	16
	International Officer Preparatory Course Graduation

	19-21
	All Faculty Orientation

	21
	SD Orientation

	22
	New Faculty Orientation

	TBD
	Interface Couple Reception, Jones Foyer and Auditorium, 1730-1930, Duty Uniform (Maj Gen Elder Briefs) For CC, CV, DO, DF, XR, Dept Chairs SDs & Spouses

	26
	Sign In/In processing, 0800-1200 O'Club (Duty Uniform)

	26
	Opening Ceremonies,  1430, Jones Auditorium, (Service Dress) 

	27
	Chapel Dinner, 1800, (AWC Students and Families) Protestants (Chapel 2) and Catholics (Chapel 1) 

	29
	Student and Faculty Spouse’s Orientation

	August 2004

	Date
	Event

	4
	Electives (Term I) Open House

	5-6
	SD and Academic Advisor Student Electives Counseling

	6
	C2, CSAT, JLASS Elective Selections (by faculty) (Terms 1-3)

	8-13
	Combined Force Air Component Commander Course (CFACC) (CADRE)

	9
	Montgomery County Public Schools Begin

	9
	Autauga County Public Schools Begin

	9
	C2, CSAT, JLASS Elective Selection Results

	9
	Term 1 Elective Balloting

	12
	MBTI For Families (Otto Kroeger) 1830-2030, Jones Auditorium

	12
	Term I Electives Balloting Results

	13-17 Sep
	Term  II and III Electives Balloting Opens

	19
	Term 1 Electives Begin

	19
	Moving in Party, 1800, Officer's Club (Students, SDs & their Spouses) 

	24
	AWC Open House, Capital City Club

	31-2 Sep
	Navy Voluntary Educational Enrichment Program (VEEP) Trip

	September 2004

	Date
	Event

	6
	Labor Day (Federal Holiday)

	11
	Air Force Ball, 1800-2400, Officer’s Club

	12-24
	Joint Flag Officer Warfighting Course (JFOWC) (CADRE)

	13-17
	International Officer's trip to Colorado Springs/Cheyenne Wyoming

	18
	Air Force Birthday

	17 
	Term II and III Elective Balloting Closes

	24
	Term II and III Elective Balloting Results


 

	October 2004

	Date
	Event

	2
	Taste of America 

	4-8
	International Officer's Trip to Washington DC

	7
	Term 1 Electives Ends

	9
	Leadership Montgomery

	11
	Columbus Day (Federal Holiday)

	15-14 Nov
	Ramadan

	16
	Navy Ball (Invitation Only)

	TBD
	US Army Personnel Command to AU

	13
	Navy Birthday

	19
	Term 2 Electives Begin

	19-21
	Marine Corps Voluntary Educational Enrichment Program (VEEP) Trip

	 TBD
	 Dress for Success

	November 2004

	Date
	Event

	10
	Marine Corps Birthday Cake Cutting Ceremony (Foyer, Jones Auditorium)

	10 
	Marine Corps Birthday

	11
	Veterans Day (Federal Holiday)

	20
	Marine Corps Ball (Invitation Only)

	21-23
	Aerospace Doctrine Symposium (Air Force Doctrine Center)

	25
	Thanksgiving Day (Federal Holiday)

	26
	AETC Family Day


 

	December 2004

	Date
	Event

	6-8
	International Officers’ Trip to Ft. Benning, GA

	11
	Student Holiday Party at O’Club

	14
	Term 2 Electives Ends

	TBD
	AWC Faculty & Staff Holiday Party

	20- 2 Jan
	AWC Holiday Period

	23
	AETC Family Day

	24
	Christmas (Federal Holiday) Observed

	January 2005

	Date
	Event

	1
	New Year's Day (Federal Holiday)

	3
	Classes Resume

	4
	Term 3 Electives Begin

	17
	Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday (Federal Holiday)

	24-28 
	International Officer's Trip to Randolph/Lackland AFB/ Dallas and Fort Worth, TX

	 
	 

	February 2005

	Date
	Event

	2-8
	Joint Force Air Component Commander Course (JFACC) (CADRE)

	18
	State Department Day

	21
	President’s Day (Federal Holiday)

	24
	Term 3 Electives Ends

	28-11 Mar
	Regional Studies Trip

	28-11 Mar
	International Officer's Trip to Nellis AFB, NV, San Diego, CA and Hickam AFB, HI


 

	March 2005

	Date
	Event

	6-18
	Joint Flag Officer Warfighting Course (JFOWC) (CADRE)

	27
	 Easter

	April 2005

	Date
	Event

	2
	IO Festival

	TBD
	Joint Land-Air-Sea Simulation

	20-24
	Jim Thorpe Sports Competition (Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, PA)

	May 2005

	Date
	Event

	9-13
	Senior Information Warfighting Application Course (SIWAC) (CADRE)

	9-19
	Solo Challenge Wargame

	18
	Montgomery County Public Schools End

	20
	Autauga County Public Schools End

	20
	Out Processing

	21
	Graduation Ball

	23
	NSF (Get Acquainted Dinner/Welcome Dinner (1830-2200) O'Club)

	24-27
	Secretary of the Air Force's 52nd Annual National Security Forum

	29
	Baccalaureate Ceremony Base Chapel

	30
	Memorial Day (Federal Holiday)

	31
	AWC Awards Ceremony (Jones Auditorium) 

	31
	AWC Graduation (SOS Auditorium)

	June 2005

	Date
	Event

	TBD
	AWC Staff/Faculty Hail & Farewell

	6-10
	SES Course


FREQUENTLY-CALLED NUMBERS
MAXWELL AFB

	PRIVATE
Barber Shop (AAFES)
	832-2444

	Barber Shop (Officer's Club)
	264-5458

	Base Exchange
	934-5946

	Chapel 1
	953-7690

	Chapel 2
	953-8463

	Chaplain, Catholic
	953-2109

	Chaplain, Protestant
	953-2109

	Clinic Appointments
	953-3368

	Commissary
	953-7175

	Community Center
	953-7370

	Finance
	953-3288 or 3287 

	Golf Course
	953-2209

	Health and Wellness Center
	953-7117

	Housing
	953-5718

	Officers Club
	953-7820

	Outdoor Recreation
	953-9521

	SATO (leisure)
	263-5500

	SATO (official)
	264-0076

	Schools: (see below)
	

	Elementary
	953-7206

	Pre-school
	953-7804

	Tickets and Tours
	953-6351

	Veterinary Clinic
	953-7357

	Youth Activities
	953-6292 or 5041

	
	

	GUNTER ANNEX

	Barber Shop (AAFES)
	277-6112

	Barber Shop
(Consolidated Club)
	4166-3171

	Base Exchange
	279-9776

	Chapel
	416-4131

	Commissary
	416-4942 or 3448

	Falcon's Nest NCO Club
(Lunch served to all)
	416-4967

	Fox & Hounds Pizzeria 
	416-4804

	Package Store
	279-9776

	SATO (leisure)
	270-5545

	SATO (official) 
	272-6164

	Youth Center
	416-3436 


*** Special Items ***

Family Support Job Search Hotline
953-2353

Volunteer Placement, Montgomery
284-0006

Civilian Physician Referral
272-9090

On base Operator

953-1110
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