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DR JIM WINKATES




        AWC Elective

Course No. 6485






                              Term 1 – AY04

TERRORISM

INTRODUCTION:  The past ten years have illustrated dramatically the increased lethality of terrorism, especially against US citizens and property.  The first World Trade Center attack (1993), the Oklahoma City bombing (1995), the destruction of Khobar Towers (1996), the bombings of US embassies in East Africa (1998), the assault on the USS Cole (2000), and then the worst attacks and loss of life in a single day in US history September 11, 2001 cumulatively brought terrorism to a crisis pitch for Americans.  

Terrorism has been a known phenomenon for centuries.  However, coincident with the end of the Cold War, it became the most frequent form of conflict by the late 20th century.  Additionally, success in preventing nuclear warfare and in curbing the outbreak of most conventional war have spurred more low-intensity violence, a significant feature of which is overt terrorism.  Religious extremism, ideological hardening, ethnic militancy, and ready access to and affordability of weapons have fueled terrorist ambitions.  Broadly speaking, the course will examine the two main types of terrorism:  international or group directed, and state-sponsored (Iran, et al.). This focus excludes domestic U.S. terrorism (viz. KKK) and state-directed terror, concerted violence against one’s own domestic population (viz. Serbia and Rwanda), a common and recurring form of intra-state violence.  

The central thrust of this course is to examine why and how terrorism has re-emerged, what are implications for political, military, economic, cultural, and religious institutions, what capabilities and limitations bear on combatting this threat, and what likely strategies can successfully counter future threats.

COURSE OBJECTIVE:  To evaluate the causes, trends, capabilities, limitations, and implications of international terrorist threats, as well as anti- and counter-terrorist responses.

DESIRED LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

1. Assess the capabilities and implications of various terrorist threats.

2. Critique strategies for deterring, defending, and countering terrorist threats.

JPMELA:  lb, 2b, 3c, 4d, 4e, 6b







SAE:  4, 6, 7

COURSE METHODOLOGIES:  Lecture, videotapes, guest speakers, oral case studies, focused discussion, and an evaluative paper or in-class final exam.

COURSE GRADE:  Informed class participation, facilitation of group learning, and evidence of familiarity with assigned readings (30% of grade), a 10- minute oral brief with a one page talking paper (30%of grade), and either an 8-10 page paper which evaluates a) a significant trend for future terrorist threats and strategies for countering those threats, or b) the success or failure of a selected international terrorist group, or c) a state sponsoring terrorism, OR an in-class essay final exam (40% of grade).

COURSE MATERIALS:  The textbooks for the course are:



Jonathan White, Terrorism; An Introduction, 4th Ed., Belmont CA,


 
Wadsworth, 2003

Pamala Griset and Sue Mahan, Terrorism in Perspective, Thousand Oaks CA, Sage Publications, Inc., 2003

Other assigned and supplementary readings are included in a course-specific reader provided to you.

Ms Glenda Armstrong, Air University Library, prepared a special bibliography to support this course.  That publication, a compendium of current sources of information, is an invaluable reference.

Glenda Armstrong, Compiler, Terrorism Today,  July 2003, 116 pp.  It can be accessed on the AU Library website at http://www.au.af.mil/au/aul/bibs/tertod/tertod.htm.  Each classmember will receive a personal paper copy of this bibliography.  More than 200 defense-related specialized bibliographies also are available online at http://www.au.af.mil/au/aul/bibs/bib97.htm.  

The most authoritative, official source for terrorist data worldwide can be found in Office of the Coordinator for Counterterrorism, U.S. Department of State, Patterns of Global Terrorism 2002, April 2003, and can be found at http://www.state.gov/s/ct/rls/pgtrpt/2002.  Excerpts of the report appear as selected assigned readings.

OTHER SOURCE MATERIALS:  For your personal and professional interest, you should be aware

that there are many excellent academic, policy, and military journals that publish current articles on

terrorism and related subjects.  Moreover, daily national and international newspapers can be accessed

(http://ThePaperboy.com) to offer timely updates on breaking terrorism stories.  Numerous websites on

the internet also provide a wide range of terrorism source data.  For example, Jane’s Terrorism Watch

Report (http://intelweb.janes.com) monitors activities around the world, including organized crime, 

rebel and militia groups, drug cartels, and individual terrorist profiles.    For local source material on

domestic US hate groups and militias, see the Southern Poverty Law Center website 

(www.splcenter.org).  

Some of the journal literature expressly devoted to conflict and violence at the lower end of the threat spectrum include:



Terrorism and Political Violence



Studies in Conflict and Terrorism



Small Wars & Insurgencies



Low Intensity Conflict & Law Enforcement



Counterterrorism & Security Reports



Journal of Counterterrorism & Security International



Pinkerton Global Intelligence Services Weekly

Other well-known periodical sources that often feature terrorism topics include:



Foreign Affairs



Foreign Policy



International Security



Armed Forces & Society



Defense and Security Analysis



FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin



Homeland Defense Journal



Security Studies



Journal of Strategic Studies



Military Review



Parameters



Naval War College Review



Marine Corps Gazette

Current issues of these periodicals are available in the AU Library periodical room.  Multiple data bases can be accessed through the AWC and Air University Library homepages.  Particularly useful data bases for terrorism-related subject matter include Firstsearch, EBSCOHost, ProQuest, CountryWatch, and Stratfor.Com.

The course meets for fifteen, two-hour classes, for a total of thirty hours.  Each assigned topic corresponds to one class session.

1.
Introduction:  Definitions, Context, and Basic Premises

Assignment:  
White, Terrorism; An Introduction, pp. xii-17.



Griset and Mahan, Terrorism in Perspective, pp. xi-xvi.


          
Reader, pp. 1-34.

2.
An Interim Post “911” Appraisal:  What Have We Learned?

Assignment:
White, pp. 284-300.



Griset and Mahan, pp. 73-83.

Reader, pp. 35-96.

View Videotape, “Holy War, Inc.,” National Geographic Special, MSNBC, March 10, 2002, 55 minutes.  Emphasizes Al Qaeda and Osama Bin Laden.

3.
Terrorist Motivations, Organizational Dynamics, Trends, and Demographic Patterns

Assignment:  
White, pp. 18-61.

Sign up for oral brief and select paper subject.

4. 
Historical Evolution and Key Trends 

Assignment:
White, pp. 65-77.



Griset and Mahan, pp. 1-44. 


5.
The Terrorism Environment: Globalization and Its Implications 

Assignment:
Griset and Mahan, pp. 45-72; 191-205; 220-225. 


6.
Terrorism in and from the Middle East

Assignment:  
White, pp. 92-111; 135-170.



Reader, pp. 97-164.



View “Battle for the Holy Land,” Frontline, April 4, 2002, 55 minutes.  Emphasizes the Second Intifada, December 2001-March 2002.  British Broadcasting Company film crews spent one month each with Palestinian and Israeli military operations.
7.
Terrorism in Northern Ireland and Continental Europe

Assignment:   White, pp. 78-91; 171-203.


             Griset and Mahan, pp. 207-219.

           Reader, pp. 165-172.

8.
Colombia:  Narco-Terrorism and National Insurgency

Assignment:
White, pp. 112-131.



Reader, pp. 173-175.

9. Prospects for Resort to Nuclear, Biological, Chemical, or Radiological (NBCR) Weapons 


Assignment:
White, pp.  239-242; 248-253.



Griset and Mahan, pp. 227-253.



Reader, pp. 177-186; 337-339.



First Oral Briefs

10.  
State-Sponsored Terrorism and Financing of Terrorist Groups

Assignment:  
Griset and Mahan, pp. 48-49.

Reader, pp. 187-192.


            Oral Briefs

11.
U.S. Policy:  Objectives, Thrust, and Critique

Assignment:
Griset and Mahan, pp. 277-302.



Reader, pp. 205-243; 195-199; 193-194; 201; 333-336; 289-292.



Oral Briefs

12.
Democracy, Media, and Public Opinion

Assignment:  
White, pp. 256-266; 274-276.



Griset and Mahan, pp. 129-155; 303-311.



Reader, pp. 293-323.

Oral Briefs

13.
Asymmetric Threats, Technology, and CyberWar
Assignment:
White, pp. 242-248; 253-255.



Reader, pp. 341-344.

View Videotape, “CyberWar!” Frontline, Alabama Public Television, April 2003, 56 minutes. 


14.
Military Countermeasures 

Assignment:
White, pp. 267-274; 277-283.


Reader, pp. 203-204; 245-288; 325-331.


Paper Due This Class Date

15.    The Future of Terrorism

Assignment:   Class recommendations for political, economic, military, and cultural policies to deter, defend against, and counter terrorists worldwide.  TBD pending class choice of paper or final exam.
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