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INTRODUCTION
This unique elective wholeheartedly embraces the process of "thinking outside the box.” Throughout the course, students explore the creation, development and writing of future war scenarios in order to better analyze 21st century warfare opening scenarios and US and Allied response options from a strategic perspective. Once developed and written, future war scenarios enable military and civilian leaders, planners, analysts, and tacticians the opportunity to examine a broad variety of "what ifs" in futurewar response options, including concepts of operations, strategies, doctrines, tactics and technologies. Because Air Force and other DoD combat planners describe elements of scenario development in terms of actors, theaters of conflict, and the classic "beginning, middle and end,” this innovative course examines scenario creation, development and writing from a professional screenwriter’s point of view. The USAF Counterproliferation Center (CPC) and the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) sponsor this Department of Warfighting (DFW) elective course. This course open to US STUDENTS ONLY with several instruction periods taught at the classified level.
DESIRED LEARNING OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to provide students a sound basis for creating, developing and writing their own future war scenarios. Such scenarios will be selected based on their realism and relevance to the needs of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA). The course will begin by walking through a series of scenarios concerning WMD use that were developed for DTRA. Students will understand and appreciate the creative aspects of scenario development and writing and how those creative aspects can be applied to a variety of problems within the military. Through short lectures, readings, films and guest speakers, students will develop their own particular styles in creating, developing and writing future war scenarios, thereby gaining a greater understanding of how future military strategy, doctrine and tactics might be brought to counter a given adversary. In meeting the course objectives, students will develop and write a future war scenario, incorporating strategic elements of concern to the USAF CPC and DTRA, including adversary use of WMD and counterproliferation responses. Within their scenarios, students are encouraged to consider incorporate the utility of agent defeat weapons (ADWs); hardened, deeply buried facilities (HDBC); neutralized mobile missile TBLs (SCUD Hunt), preempting adversary WMD assets and the challenges of ISR and CF targeting.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students working individually will develop and write a futurewar scenario, examining how such a scenario matches present and future joint strategy and doctrine. Written scenario should be a minimum of 12-15 pages in length and will count for 40% of the final grade. In-class participation will count toward 25% of the final grade. A short, oral presentation will count for the final 35% of the grade. Students are encouraged to write papers of 25-30 pages in length for publication, award and/or use as the basis for required student writing program paper. Top papers and oral presentations to be presented to course director and DTRA officials during field trip to Washington, DC near end of course (this requirement 
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subject to change or adjustment depending on field trip availability).

Readings*

Peter Schwartz, The Art of the Long View, 1996 (primary text)

Jeffery R. Barnett, Future War: An Assessment of Aerospace Campaigns in 2010
John L. Petersen, The Road to 2015, 1994

*Additional readings provided by instructor, as required

COURSE SCHEDULE

Period 1:

30 October

Course Introduction

Scenario conceptualization. The use of basic intelligence assets for futurewar scenario development. Presentation of nine DTRA scenarios using WMD.

Period 2:

2 November

War: The Focus of Supreme Human Drama

Futurewar scenario development and analysis as a three-act play or screenplay. Overview of basic scenario elements. Determining course of scenario action.
Period 3:

6 November

Certainty and Uncertainty

Gathering information and data at the micro and macro levels. Prioritizing factors. The factors of good intelligence. Judging the situation. This instruction period includes a field trip to the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) in Washington, DC.
Period 4:

8 November

Characters in Time

The psychology of human actors. Judging plot relative to chosen characters. Determining leadership priorities. Profiling personalities. Guest lecturer from CIA or DTRA.

Period 5:

13 November

Developing the Scenario Plot in Three Act Format

Assembling data for plot development. The plot outline.

An in-depth look at conflict and resolution. The importance of end-game. 

Full-circle arc.

Period 6:

Class scenario development: WMD Terrorism Against a US City

15 November

Period 7:

Class scenario exercise: CW Use Against US Forces in a Peace Operation: Is the

20 November

 AEF Prepared?

Period 8:

Class scenario exercise: Fighting from the Airbase in a CBW Environment

27 November

Period 9:

Class scenario exercise: Large-Scale Land War and CBW Outbreaks

30 November
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Period 10:

Class scenario exercise: Use of WMD in the “End Game” of a Major Regional

4 December 

Conflict

Period 11:

Class scenario exercise: Nuclear and Radiological Weapons Use Against a 

7 December 

Regional US Ally

Period 12:

Class scenario exercise: WMD Threats to Foil Formation of a US-led coalition 

11 December 

in a developing MTW

Period 13:

**Student Presentations - class papers due

14 December 

Combined with Period 14 to include DTRA field 




trip where students will make oral presentations




to DTRA and/or CIA representatives.

Period 14:

**Student Presentations - class papers due

18 December 

Combined with Period 13 to include DTRA field 




trip where students will make oral presentations




to DTRA and/or CIA representatives.

Period 15:

Student Presentation Review & Analysis

21 December 

and Course Review and Wrap-up

**Please note these presentations are subject to change, depending upon field trip location and logistics.

