Despite dictums such as “mainte-share information, be it good or badsense), my country, my service, my
nance is a command responsibility,"and to always be bound by a searchnit, and (last) me?” This translates
the commander might confide in thefor the best solution for the unit.  into the fact that what might be best
XO that he hates motor pools and 5 es for Company A might not be best for
wants the XO to take that lead with values are important. The state-the battalion. This is not bad advice
that task. The XO should do so, but,ant “When in doubt. do the right for an XO.
he should structure things so theﬁhing,” is perhaps trit’e but it has _1ime spentas an XO can be some
commander shows up at key time%norﬁwous meaning. Thé values. ethef the most rewarding, fun, and
and is always set for success. The.c onq morality of the Army and’ thevaluable time of a career. The tips |
XO should never knowingly allow Arﬁerican people bind the right thing.Offer here work, and, yes, | have
the commander to be embarrassed:rp,o military bears special trust andried or seen them all. Executive of-

Command Sergeant Major confidence from American citizens in ficers would do well to take them
The XO should become thethat it is given their most precious!© neart
CSM's partner. These two are thecommodity—their children and fam- ~— ===~ George
commanding officer’s closest alliesily members—to care for and to nur-| crocker, U.S. Army, Retired, is a S¢-
and constant bearers of the torchture. All XOs must be true to their g(l)fr)]; '\fﬁcntgzvr\gtcf;i\?eﬂil% épfl?gr%at-
They should discuss issues dailyoaths and bear true allegiance to the j's”" military Academy, an M.S. fro
and provide the commander with so-U.S. Constitution. | have always beer) Duke University, and he is a graduat
lutions, suggestions, and assistancestruck by, and used successfully, the gferﬁgfaluéafnggﬁl’eéogangat?]‘i an
The two have unique perspectivesmoral hierarchy of American prison-| tional War College. He has served i
insight, and information that the com-ers of war in the Hanoi Hilton. Their | various command and staff position
mander might not have. The XO andsystem of priorities asked, “What is| " the continental United States, H

waii, and Panama.
the CSM should make a pact tobest for my God (in the moral-ethical -

“*Almanac

The Yom Kippur War: Indications and Warnings
Lieutenant Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, U.S. Navy

D

The 1973 Yom Kippur War ranks Egypt and Syria, the Israelis couldout plans for capturing the Sinai.
high in the annals of intelligence fail- not economically field a huge stand-Unlike previous wars in which na-
ures. Although the Israelis scored ang army on its borders and couldtional objectives were not outlined
tactical victory against the Syriansnot sustain a protracted war on fouand weapons systems did not match
and the Egyptians, the victory camefronts (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, anddoctrine or the education of the
at a high cost in men and materielSyria). Thus, the Israeli concept oftroops, the Egyptians began to
Syrian forces penetrated the Golarsecurity was based on deterrencelearly define the ways, means, and
Heights and came within 10 kilome-early warning, and air supremacy.ends for the eventual liberation of the
ters of securing a key bridge thatThe rapid mobilization of its reserve Suez Canal and parts of the Sinai.
would have left northern Israel vul- forces depended on early warning;They broke their objectives down
nerable to attack. On the southerriaking the battle to the enemy, andnto three phases: defiance, active
front, Egyptian forces broke throughreaching a rapid decision on the podefense, and war of attrition. A fourth
and overwhelmed the Bar-Lev Line.litical front.! phase resulted from the cease-fire
This surprise attack brought downggyptian Security Doctrine brokered by U.S. Secretary of State
the government of Israeli Prime Min- “The Egyptians took great pains to/Mlliam Rogers.
ister Golda Meir and severely dentedstdy Israeli doctrine. Soon after the, | "€ defiancephase (June 1967-
the reputation of Defense Minister1967 Six-Day War, they began to reAUgust 1968) was to provide politi-
General Moshé Dayan. structure their offensive and defen-Cally favorable conditions for the re-

sraeli Security Doctrine sive techniques. Their objective Waééo?structi%n ﬁf the armed f(()jrcesf aﬂd
y to fortify the western Suez and layd€Tense of the western side of the

Despite winning three wars prior Suez Canal. The active defense phase
t0 1973, the Israelis had to cope With™ A}, "Arabic sources were translat- (September 1968-February 1969) con-
how to address security needs Witlyg py the author and represent hisSisted of harassing Israeli forces and
their small population. Compared totranslation. — Editor delaying their fortification of the east-
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ern side of the Suez. Egyptian troops The concept of surprise occupiedeEgyptian forces by washing their
began to probe the Sinai and to drava large portion of the Egyptian gen-clothes along the canal and loitering
plans for crossing the Suez and peneral command’s planning. Coordina-about in an undisciplined fashion.
etrating Israeli fortifications. The war tion with Syria occurred 6 months Israeli reports indicated that they
of attrition phase (March 1969- before D-Day (6 October). Militarily, were pitiful in their appearance. They
August 1970) projected day andthe plan was to deceive Israel as tovere eating oranges, swimming, and
night raids into the Sinai that wouldthe intention of launching an offen- sucking on sugar cane stalks. Other
eventually reach company strengthsive operation. The Egyptians alsadeceptions included a public an-
This was augmented with constanhad to be concerned with concealinghouncement by the War Ministry
exchanges of artillery fire across thdts main assault's timing, size, and di-accepting applications from armed
canal and imbued the Egyptian fight-rection. An emphasis on the defens¢orces personnel wishing to make a
ing soldier with a sense of confi-was undertaken as part of the decepmini-pilgrimage (Umrah) to Mecca
dence. Harassment tactics also intion. After enduring four wars, the during the holy month of Ramadan.
cluded Egyptian frogmen who werelsraelis had become accustor_ne_d to An Egyptian destroyer squadron
to sink transports at the port of Eilat.the Egyptians and Syrians fortifying deployed in August 1973 under the
(This action occurred in Novemberand conducting defensive operapretence of an overhaul in India and
1969 and again in February 1970 andions. Thus, preparations for defenPakistan with port visits scheduled
was the catalyst for using high-pressSive operations continued as normalor Sudan, Yemen, and Somalia. Their
sured water to breech the Bar-Lev@nd were even heightened becaussperations order, delivered on 1 Oc-
Line.) As the result of the cease-firethe Arabs knew that Israel expectedober, directed the squadron to block-
a fourth phase was developed andhis. _Thls defe_nswe strategy wasade the Bab-el-Mandab Straits that
labeled “No War, No Peace” (Augusthea\_’"y emphasized in military radio connect the Indian Ocean to the Red
1970-October 1973). traffic. False reports of negligentSeet The squadron’s objective was
In spite of the cease-fire, the Egyp_standar_ols, faulty missile systems, antb deprive Israel of needed petroleum
tians continued to collect information the difficulty of absorbing tons of products being shipped from Iran.
and plan for a massive campaignSoviet equipment were exchanged Who knew and when?The Arabs
should political negotiations fail ©n open radio to deceive Israeli sigpracticed extraordinary operations
to return the Sinai. In NovemberN&s intelligence operatives. security. In Egypt, only Sadat, War
1972, Egyptian President Anwar . The Egyptian military staged exer-Minister Field Marshal Ismail Ali, and
Sadat made the official decision to€iS€S With different force structuresa dozen generals of the General Com-
go to war and sizes along the Suez so as tmand knew the plan. In Syria, not
) _ hide the true order of battle for themore than 10 people were told of the
Egyptian Deception Suez Canal crossing. They assembleglans. Egyptian and Syrian divisional
The Egyptian deception plan canyoop concentrations for the actuakcommanders were told of the war on
be divided into three components:attack over a 4-month period, with1 October. Brigade and battalion com-
economic, political, and military. A crack units being moved three weeksnanders of both sides were told of
flood ?f communiqués and reports oMyefore D-Day under the pretense ofhe war on 5 October while most
Egypt's economic instability and its massive engineering projects for detroops and officers were informed no
inability to afford another war were fensjve fortifications of the western more than 2 hours before H-Haur.
made public. The reports stressed thgide of the canal. Crossing equipment What failed and why? The seeds
importance of a political solution to was brought from the rear to theof Israeli intelligence failure were
return the Sinai. Political deceptionfront and back again, along with in-sown in the tactical success of the
stressed the status quo through thgidental moves of combat engineeiSix-Day War. Israeli military intelli-
“No War, No Peace” slogan. Theynits, to deceive the Israelis intogence developed a concept (the
Egyptians highlighted their accep-pelieving this was simply movement

tance of the Rogers Plan and publiclyraining. They conducted well-prac-(~ Lieutenant Youssef H. _Abo@
expelled Soviet advisers. Many be+iced mobilization of reserves in a Enein is a student at the Joint Mili-

lieved Sadat was working towardway in which the maximum number
Western rapprochement. An elemenpf forces would be ready for zero
of the Rogers Plan stipulated that the\our. Forty-eight hours before H-
United States would not look kindly Hour, 20,000 reservists were demobi
at an Israeli first strike. This would lized as Israeli monitors watchéd.

cloud the Israeli decision to react in  Perhaps the simplest, yet mos
spite of growing intelligence indicat- effective, deception plan was the us
ing an attack. Military deception, the of a company of the most undisci-
final component, involved a series ofplined soldiers in the Egyptian Army

military exercises designed to act a®ne day before D-Day. They were td
faints for the real attack. further reinforce Israeli contempt of
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“Conceptzia”), which stipulated that What did not help was Sadat’sthe first two days of combat. Israeli
an Arab-Israeli war would occur only declaration that 1971 would be thdosses in tanks and armor were so
if certain conditions were met. A com- Year of Decision. The year came andcenormous that Israel beseeched the
bined Arab attack would not occurwent with Sadat being seen as cryUnited States for an immediate airlift.
unless Arab forces possessed thiag wolf. His threats in 1972 and 1973The Egyptians, used to advancing
means to simultaneously attack allwere not taken seriously. under a timetable, stopped and did
Israeli airfields. Hence, 1975 was not advance toward the Giddi and

deemed the year of attack. Egypt Wagn?ggtetl)irzn%ng g'ség%f;'gtgss anal Ze(ﬁ/litla Passes. This allowed the Israe-
. Y284 16 mobilize an effective counter-

acquiring long-range Soviet fighter- i d Svri :

bombers and would have adequat gyptian and syrian exercises ovelh, -k and surround the Egyptian

pilots and aircraft for the attack by € course of §evera| years, anq €aChhirg Army.

1975. Here, the Israelis practiced mirY earlthe egt_erq_ses grew larger, finally Aman is guilty of several viola-

ror imaging, a cardinal intelligence :?VO d\{_lng |V|S|on_-5|%[ellmozlanbetivers. tions of intelligence analysis, includ-

sin. Car_1 meg E/;]/eres Insta ﬁ. h € We?”ﬁi{;g_building_an impregnable psycho-
Another aspect of the concept aro and the suez, which negate gical barrier through adherence to

was that the Suez Canal, with the for-the need for radio traffic. There WETCstrict concepts. Instead of influenc-

midable Bar-Lev Line, would be aC'.\I’.'I def?nse exertC|s_e|s ?nd ?de.t.smdﬁ’ng policymakers, Aman was influ-
sufficient barrier to give the Israelis P9 OF war materiel. in addition

lite E : q ) ' enced by disinformation.
enough time (48-hours) to mobilize. €/1t€ EQyptian commando units Were g |graali military establishment
They did not expect an attack dur-

det?]c_teg_ along the front. Eve_r|1| ‘é"_ithlacked private strategic think tanks to
ing Yom Kippur. the Jewish High SUch indicators, Aman was still dis-

provide checks and balances on in-
Holiday, when only a skeletal force {facted: N telligence appraisals. The Israelis had
was deployed and mobilization was From 1969 on, Israeli intelligence

. . no contingency plans for a surprise
difficult. Finally, it was believed that distracters included a new emphagyiacyk They relied solely on the com-
the Arabs would not attack unlessSiS—terrorism. The Palestinian Lib-yetence of their early warning appa-
they possessed enormous stockpiledration Organization was active INgas Al force mobilizations were
of weapons and equipment and that972. The Lod Airport was attacked,pased on the success of their intelli-
they were only capable of guerrillath® Munich Olympics was disrupted, yance organizations. Israeli defense
warfare, not conventional attacks, a@n Israeli diplomat was killed in Lon- foces’ mobilization plans were based
evidenced by their performance indon with a letter bomb, the Israeli oy having 48-hour warning, not the
three wars. This concept was adoptefi@val attaché was gunned down img hoyrs that occurred during this
fully by Israel's chief of military in- front of his home in Maryland, and aygy13
telligence, and he squashed any inlrain carrying Soviet Jews on their \yhen B. Lidell Hart visited Israel
dicators that violated these “rulés.” Way to Israel through Austria wasin Mmarch 1960, he stressed to Israeli

Israeli intelligence is divided into hijacked. Many intelligence special- officers that the Israeli Defense
five branches, with a focus on Aman,ists were drained from other sourcegorce’s greatest danger lay in its suc-
which according to the Agranat Com-to form a new antiterrorism cell, cess; victorious armies become over-
mission that looked into the Israeliwhich affected Israel’s ability to con- confidenti4 Hart's prophetic warning
military’s failures, was responsible for centrate on Syrian and Egyptian mapecame reality 13 years lat#tR
the national intelligence estimate andeuvers: _
bore responsibility for the intelli-  In May 1973, at a cost of $10 mil- NOTES

gence failure. Israeli inte"igence Was“Oﬂ, the constant deployment Of 1. Colonel Michael Herzog in Chaim Herzog, The War

. . H Al t: The Inside Story of the Yom Ki War, 1973
vulnerable to the Conceptzia. Egyptian and Syrian forces caused goon Lonel Lowertial 198951

Since 1963, reorganization led tomass mobilization of Israeli resewesVA:%u';f;w;;ggﬂi%gﬂéda" Wer, 1973 (Fairtax,

Aman being arranged along strictThe attack never came, and there 3. manaa Nour-a-Din, Butulaat Waraa al-Sittar [Hero-

o . ) . e G ism Behind the Lines] (Cairo: Egyptian Writer's Association,
military lines. Officers were assignedwas criticism within the government j5%e5," " 21> FoP

i 1 4. Badri, 46-47.
at Aman for 6 to 7 years. By the earlyregarding frivolous deployments. & 2w @ @ . Ve A Gamassy

1970s, no outside thinking took The most intriguing warning Camegarb Oktoober Thalethah wa S?geen [Memoirs of Al
.. - : amassy: The October War 1973 (Cairo: Egyptian Writers
place, and no contradiction of analy-from King Hussein of Jordan, who xsodaion 1s06) 267 o

H R H H HR 1 - 6. AkGamassy, 90.
SIS WaS made Wlthm_ thlS strict mlll_ pgrsonally Warned Melr that acom 7. Doron Geller, “Israeli Intelligence and the Yom Kippur
tary hierarchy.A searing example of bined Egyptian-Syrian attack waswar: 'I('Zf)?(igggHEnlgfor.JteVWShZ{omztdEdﬁcVatfon} Lectre
. . . . . . . rnes n , online at <www.jajz.ed.orl.ljuice/ service/
this is the story of Lieutenant Ben-imminent? Hussein had an interestueddthims, accessed 20 Janary 2002.2.
jamin Simon-Tov, who 5 days beforein keeping Damascus weak through,, & aegaSewet The Spymasters orisael (New Yotk

the war argued that Egyptian exerdsraeli clashes. His message went un- o. insghtteam London Sunday Times, 4.
. Herzog, .

cises and deployments were a carmheeded. 11, Lester A Sobel, israel and! the Arabs: The October 1973
ouflage for a real assault. His report The results of the war that Israel"®e Yok Facs on Fie, 1974), 839

sat on the desk of his commanderfailed to imagine was 2,700 IsraeliAvlivsl-Uzne;zg;;:;gu W’E@?ﬁ;g;ﬁﬁg{gﬂ;gﬂggwwm
Lieutenant Colonel Gedalidh. dead, the majority of whom died in "1 ii. 20 i
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The Yom-Kippur War:

Memoirs of Egyptian Generls
Lieutenant Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, U.S. Navy

During the last decade, Egyptianin 1939 and remained on active dutying September and October 1973. The
generals have written prolifically until 1978, is considered to be a mili-Jewish holiday was a factor, but not
about the 1967 Six-Day War and theary hero by most Egyptians. He waghe single driving issue that decided
1973 Yom Kippur war. Many articles director of operations for all forcesthe date of attack.
and books have appeared explainingarticipating in the 1973 Yom Kippur ~ The General Staff looked for a date
the strategic and tactical aspects ofVar. The book focuses on the keywhen hydrological and meteorologi-
these wars with particular interest inposts that prepared Gamassy focal conditions and the amount of
how Egypt, rising from the ashes ofcommand. In 1961, he was assignechoonlight offered the best environ-
the defeat of the 1967 Six-Day War,as an armored brigade commander. Imental factors for the initial attack.
was able to accomplish the total surl966, he assumed the post of chiefvith these conditions in mind,
prise of crossing the Suez Canalof operations for Egypt’s land forces.Gamassy, using pencil, pen, and pa-
Mohammed Al-Jawadi’s bookil- During 1967 he attempted to conducper to ensure maximum secrecy, for-
Nasr-al-Waheed, Muzakiraat Al- @ land campaign with General Ismailmulated several dates for D-Day. He
Qaada Al-Askariya Al-Masriyah Alf All, who became war minister in 1973.delivered his handwritten report to
wa Tisoomeah Thalathah waGamassy was deputy director of mili-War Minister Ismail Ali, who dis-
SabeeifThe Only Victory, Memoirs t&ry intelligence until 1970 when hecussed the matter with President
of Senior Egyptian Army Command- Pecame chief of operations for theAnwar Sadat at his Burg-al-Arab
ers in 1973] (Cairo: Dar-al-Khiyal combined Arab forces during theRetreat in Alexandria in the first week
Press, 2000), features the collectivé/Var of Attrition. In 1971, he assumedof April 1973. Gamassy credits his
memoirs of five flag officers in the the additional duty of head of mili- operations staff with formulating the
Egyptian army who participated in thetary training, and by 1972, he wasbest month for attack and does not

strategic planning or tactical execy-chief of operations of the Egyptiantake the entire credit for the proposall

tion of the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The Gegeral Staff. . i h to gttack on 6 Octotber. hared with
book offers valuable insight into  S2MAaSSy's memoir opens with his Gamassy's report was shared wi

; - ; .~ opinions about civil-military author- Syria’s President Hafez-al-Asad, who
E%ﬁgﬁn ;gtgzgﬂg‘:ggtmﬁgg ity: ‘I kno_vv very Wel! that war is a was in Cairo for secret talks with
strengtﬁs and weaknesses continuation of po_I|t|cs by anot_h_er Sadat abo_ut the pending war plans.

The book represents a. purel);neans. | also believe th_at pol|t|csThe_ possible start dates occurred
Egyptian perspective of the 1973 Walrhave thel_r leaders anql _thlnk.ers yvhcmlurlng May through August or Sep-
To many Egyptians the war was can explain Egypt’s political situation tem_ber through October 1973. The
political and military victory even Petween 1.967 and 1973 be_tter than$yrians pushed for an October
though the reality was that Israeli S That_ is why my memoirs focusthrough _N_ovember attack, agreeing
units surrounded the Eavotian 3d°" the military aspects of the cam-that the joint attack would not occur
Armv and that Israeli unig[)s/pcrosse dpaign and how policymakers utilizeduntil the Syrian and Egyptian chiefs
to th}(/a western side of the Suez Cat_he military opt.ion as part of a glrandqf §taff met in August 1973 to put the
nal. For a much broader studv. rea esign to achieve Egypt's nationalfinishing touches on the war plan and
Chéim Herzog'sThe Arab-lsrﬁeli terest.” _ to agree on a precise day of attack.
Wars (Lon dong Lionel Leventhal Gamassy wishes to set the record The 1967 Six-Day War _had shaken

- . ' straight about the selection of 6 Octhe foundations of Egyptian society
1982) and Mlchael Oreithe _Slx-Day tober 1973 as the start date for thand its armed forces, in particular,
War (London: Oxford University war. Many feel that this date waswhich almost immediately began a
Press, 2001). chosen because it fell during the Jeweritical self-examination of military
Field Marshal Abd- ish holiday of Yom Kippur. He states and political failures. Candid discus-
Al-Ghani Al-Gamassy that there were multiple factors re-sions about the failures that led to

Former Field Marshal Abd-Al- garding the selection of D-Day andthat debacle could only be discussed
Ghani Al-Gamassy, who graduatedhat the Egyptian General Staff conwithin the armed forces. The discus-
from the Egyptian military academy templated several possible dates dussions led the Egyptian General Staff
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Operations Center to establish a ceeparate cell of officers who helpedoperations and head of artillery, air
to address specifically the issue ofcoordinate militarily with the Syrians. force, and navy; and Shaazli, the
national military preparedness. Rep+or 3 years, the group arranged exarmy chief of staff. During a 1-hour
resentatives from key ministries werechanges and meetings with the focusonversation with the war minister,
asked to make proposals of whabf understanding respective chaindsmail Ali was told of Shaazli’'s deci-
their plans would be should warof command and military doctrines assion to withdraw four mechanized
break out between Egypt and Israelwell as assessing each other’s comnfantry divisions from the Sinai back
One benefit to this brainstorming mand and control abilities. Gamassyto the western side of the Suez Ca-
was a key understanding of the Foralso required honest assessments ofll. Sadat, noting the difference in
eign Affairs Ministry position. each other’'s strengths and weakepinion between Shaazli and Ismail
Gamassy points out that the plannesses to plan the military campaignAli, decided to convene a round-
ning that occurred with the Ministry What the Egyptians did not wanttable meeting and be briefed by each
of Petroleum was invaluable. Theywas the typical military cooperation flag officer.
were able to assess what petroleurthat was mainly for political show but  Ibrahim Fuad Nassar, director of
reserves were needed to feedlid not have any military value or intelligence, explained that the battle
Egypt's war machine in case of attacksubstance. with the Israeli Army had spilled onto
should Israel succeed in targeting Among the most sensitive issueghe western side of the Suez Canal
key installations. The Ministry of Gamassy talks about is U.S. militarywith battles in the Egyptian cities of
Infrastructure educated the armedhid to Israel during the 1973 war.Suez and Ismailliah. Gamassy ex-
forces on what was needed to proBecause Israel’s air fleet was notplained that Egyptian forces were
tect key dams and other locationssufficient to resupply Israel with well entrenched in the Sinai and that
that led to a complete defensive plarwarfighting materiel, it needed helpwithdrawing any divisions from there
of the Aswan High Dam. The cell from the United States to make up fowould give the impression of a re-
resolved many issues, including thenorrendous losses incurred duringreat, which would have a dreadful
operation of civil aviation during the the opening days of the battle.psychological effect on Egyptian
opening of hostilities and protectingGamassy lays the blame for Egypt'dorces. When Shaazli's turn came to
electrical power to cities. inability or failure to regain the Sinai speak, he remained silent. From this,
On 13 December 1972, the Counsquarely on U.S. Secretary of StateSadat concluded that no units were
cil of Ministers, coordinating with the Henry Kissinger. Gamassy believedo be withdrawn from the Sinai. Al-
Defense establishment, created aKissinger made a deal with Israelithough not mentioned in Gamassy’s
Emergency Coordination CommitteePrime Minister Golda Meir. Accord- memoir, Western accounts of the
under the direction of Generaling to Gamassy, the airlift lasted 33events reveal that Shaazli’s brooding
Abdullah Abd-al-Fatah, Deputy days (from 13 October to 14 Novem-over the matter caused him to suffer
Minster of War. The committee wasber) and transported a total of 22,49% nervous breakdown and subse-
to address issues of how to operatons of military materiel, with an esti- quent removal from command.
the government and supply themated 5,500 tons being transported Gamassy includes in the book a
population with energy and food by Israeli civil aviation. discussion of the strategic directive
while the army was engaged in war. Gamassy also discusses the sealifadat issued to his war minister,
The organization would make deci-of military equipment to Israel after post-dated 5 October 1973, which
sions within the civil sector to bal- the war, but his memoir does notarticulates his intentions down the
ance military and civilian needs dur-address the greater Cold War issuesiilitary chain of command. The docu-
ing the war. of Soviet support to Syria and Egyptment details that, based on political-
What also helped Egyptian mili- and U.S. support to Israel. The focusnilitary guidance issued on 1 Octo-
tary planners was that many high-is on U.S. intervention that deniedber 1973 and the strategic-political
level commanders, such as Gamassyjctory to Egypt and her Syrian ally. situation, Sadat decided to task the
Admiral Fuad Abu Zikry (Head of  One of the most controversial is-armed forces with accomplishing the
Egyptian Naval Forces), and Ismailsues of the 1973 war involved a disfollowing strategic objectives:
Ali (War Minister), had been stu- pute between General Saad-Al-Deen o Change the military stalemate by
dents together in the 1965 NasseAl-Shaazli and Sadat. The disputebreaking the UN-brokered cease-fire.
Higher Military Academy class. They revolved around Shaazli's wanting to o Overwhelm enemy defenses and
knew one another’s strategic think-withdraw four brigades from the Sinaiinflict the maximum amount of mili-
ing, had participated in groupto reinforce positions that Israelitary casualties.
wargaming, and had shared the huforces were attacking on the western o Liberate occupied territory in
miliation of the 1967 war. side of the Suez Canal. stages, based on the armed forces’
Gamassy assumed the role of chief On the evening of 19 October,capability and the campaign’s devel-
liaison to the Syrian Armed Forces inSadat arrived at the operations censpment.
1970 and retained this responsibilityter to receive his regular briefings Egyptian armed forces were to
while changing billets even during from the war minister and membersaccomplish these objectives alone or
his assignment as Director for Operaof his staff, which included Ibrahim in collaboration with Syrian armed
tions during the 1973 war. Aside fromFuad Nassar, director of military in- forces. Ismail Ali insisted that Sadat
his operations staff, he created delligence; Gamassy as director ofproduce these objectives in writing
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to clearly demonstrate that this waghe 1967 Six-Day War and the 1956developed to address how to pro-
a political decision by Egypt's presi- Suez Crisis. Their victory during the ceed beyond the canal and secure
dent. The document also would1973 Yom Kippur War showed that the passes; we labeled this one Gran-
demonstrate that Sadat’s intentiorthe Egyptians had learned from pasite 2 after making minor revisions.

was not to liberate the entire Sinaimistakes. This plan was then added to Opera-
but to change events on the groun%eneral Saad- tion Badr (the crossing of the Suez
that would lead to an eventual favor-y | “nin _Al-Shaazli Canal), and it was presented to the

able settlement regarding Egyptian * 5o oral Saad-Al-Din-Al-Shaazli. Syrians as one plan. The Egyptian
territory that Israel occupied. who arad « mitran, High Command, however, under-
) graduated from Egypt's Military X

A key question that plagues Egyp'Academy in 1940. withessed event§t00d Operation Badr to have two
tian military thinkers who assess thisat El-Alamein firsf hand as a junior phases with the second phase (Gran-
campaign is, “Why did the Egyptian fficer accompanving Kina Farouk to ite 2) to be executed based on the
Army not press the attack beyon he front Th?ouththe gssociationmi"tary and political developments of
the Suez Canal and into the Gidi an ith a sénior me?]tor Shaazli 'oinedthe campaign.”
Mitla Passes until 14 October?” he paratroopers and ever{tuall Shaazli wanted to withdraw four
Gamassy explains that overwhelmin omr%anded ap aratroon unit befor rigades from the Sinai to relocate
the Bar-Lev Line, securing the Suez,- "1 9o Six—D(f War Irﬁ)the Yementhem on the western side of the Suez
Canal, and pressing the attack ea 1962 196% h' led . ICanal to help repel Israeli units at-
toward the passes were all part of th ar (1962- 7), he e_” Spf"bc'atacking the cities of Suez and
military plan that he, Shaazli, Ismail orcels un||tts Eiﬁa'?ft guerrilla tr f\s'lsmailliah and to help prevent Israeli
Ali, and Sadat formulated and agree ﬁn ol)'/a O't € emer|1|| dm?nsltzrc y;[units from crossing to the western
to. Securing the passes would bd aa2|rs] unlgé/vag_reca ed o bQYP side of the Suez Canal. Shaazli admits
crucial to denying Israeli ground during the 1967 Six-Day War, but it 4, he id not speak out during the
units the ability to easily reinforce or arrived too late to participate in any vening conference with Sadat and
regain the Bar-Lev Line. engagements. Sadat named Shaag}je General Staff. He felt that Sadat

Gamassy outlines three major obArmy Chief of Staff in 1971. had already made up his mind
stacles in preparing Egyptian forces >haazli is one of the more controyy, oy eq by Ismail Ali and Gamassy)
for combat that preoccupied Egyp-versial figures in modern Egyptian nqt tq withdraw a single soldier from
tian military planners. One was Military history. After disagreeing {he Sinai. Shaazli says, “I was not
switching the mentality of the entire véhemently with Sadat and members, ;4 re until that second of the politi-
armed forces from the defensive t the general staff over the relocacy| game, and I thought that Ismail
the offensive. This particular ob-ion Of forces to help repel Israeli pjys™reluctance to withdraw forces
stacle included expunging political NCUTSIoNs into the western side ofy a5 merely tactical stubbornness
intrigue from the army so senior lead-the Suez Canal, he was relieved ohng not part of the wider political
ers could concentrate on tacticafommand and sent into political ex-game. So | decided to take the case
planning for the liberation of occu- !le- He remained an outspoken criticgjirectly to President Sadat.” In an-
pied Egyptian territory. Political in- Of Sadat and eventually took refugesther instance, during a discussion
trigue was not to be tolerated. Thidn Libya, even dabbling in the Islam- ity |smail Ali about withdrawing the
housecleaning was to begin at théSt movement. . 25th Mechanized Brigade, Shaazli
general staff level and trickle down _ In formulating the overall objec- yecounts, “It became apparent to me
to unit commanders. The secondives for the 1973 war, Shaazli wanteqhat the War Minister had been di-
obstacle was to plan the war using® only focus on capturing the Suezectly given instructions from Sadat,
weapons and capabilities in the EgypCanal and go no more than 15 kilothat their decision had already been
tian inventory, not with those prom- meters (km) east of the canal. Thisnade and that further opening or
ised by the Soviets. This would serveoffered protection for Egyptian mentioning this issue would incur his
the Egyptians well in their deceptionforces under the umbrella of its ex-displeasure.”
campaign, as the Israelis refused téensive network of surface-to-air mis- - On the night of 19 October, as they
believe an attack was imminent un=siles (SAMs). Ismail Ali pressed waited for Sadat to arrive, Shaazli
less the Egyptians acquired state-ofShaazli to plan for an attack beyonthgain beseeched Ismail Ali to be
the-art Soviet fighter-bombers. Thethat range to convince the Syrians t@orthright about the issue of counter-
third and final obstacle was the neec@nter the war simultaneously withing Israeli forces entering the African
to coordinate with Syrian armed Egypt. According to Shaazli, he wasside of Egypt. According to Shaazli,
forces over a period of stages fromnot directed to develop plans to sejsmail Ali said that he did not want
the political (Sadat-Asad) level to cure the passes in central Sinai untilo bring up these issues, became
senior military commanders. April 1973, and the entire plan wasagitated, and threatened immediate

Gamassy’s book continues withdrawn up hastily for the sole purposecourt martial if Shaazli continued to
his observations on how the Egyp-of keeping the Syrians on the Egyp-ighlight these problems. Shaazli felt
tians for the first time truly studied tian timetable of attacking on 6 Oc-that this decision was Ismail Ali’s,
Israel’s mobilization, command struc-tober. Shaazli remarks, “We preparedhot Sadat’s. Ismail Ali did not want
ture, and the former Arab-Israelia new plan based on an old one lato reveal Egyptian weaknesses to
Wars, paying particular attention tobeled Operation Granite which wasSadat.
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Egyptian military officers continue with no reliance on infantry. Egyptian learned during the 1962 Yemen War,
to debate this situation, and it hasstrength was the reverse, and Egypthere they had to contend with guer-
been featured in several Arabic bookglanned accordingly. rilla ambushes and where they devel-
on the war. Some writers are critical Shaazli's memoir details the equip-oped systems whereby a tank was
of Shaazli, others consider Sadat'ping of Egyptian forces by the So-equipped with de-mining equipment.
and Ismail Ali’s decision a tactical viet Union and the disagreementsTheir efforts were put in writing in a
blunder. over tactics and strategy. Gamassyglassified document known simply as

Unlike other generals, who focusand Shaazli offer a complete accounOfficial Circular Number 41. This
on tactics, and unlike Gamassy, whaf the military strategic perspectivedocument also detailed how the
looks into the campaign’s strategicof the 1973 war from the Egyptian Egyptians could not advance 8 to 10
aspects, Shaazli's account containgiewpoint and no doubt serve askm beyond the eastern side of the
many statistics about the men, materequired reading for Egyptian seniorSuez Canal forces because they
riel, and equipment used for eactofficers attending the Nasser Acadwould not be protected from Israeli

phase of the war. Crossing the Sueemy for Higher Military Studies. air assaults.
Canal and breaching the Bar-Levgeneral Abd- Khaleel discusses the debates
Line on 6 October 1973 are consid-y|_vinaam Khaleel among the General Staff on issues

ered brilliant feats of combat engi- General Abd-Al-Minaam Khaleel such as the need to advance to the
neering and tactical surprise. Thg, 55 of the same generation aasses immediately after securing the
breach occurred in 18 hours with theGamaasy and Shaazli, having gradu>4e2 Canal because any delay would
loss of 5 combat aircraft, 20 tanks,;iad from the Military’Academy in resultin Israeli reserves being called
and 280 men. In that time, threejg41 He assumed command of th&'P to reinforce the region. Egyptian
mechanized and one infantry brigad gyptian 2d Army during the 1973 tanks would only encounter Israeli
crossed the canal into the Sinai. O, 4 His memoir details the study oftanks, because the Israeli air force
over 100,000 troops who crossed the,a 1956 Suez Crisis as a template fgivould be occupied with Syria, deal-
canal— infantry tactical planning for the 1973 "9 with the classic tactical problem

0 32,000 crossed on rubber boatsy 5, He says, “Among the battles®f defense in depth.

0 5,500 crossed inside tanks, aryarefylly analyzed was the one atGeneral Yousef Afif
mored vehicles, trucks, amphibiousap,  ageila in which | read Moshe — General Yousef Afifi's memoir of-
vehicles, and Jeeps on floating platpayan's account that this battle waders more of a ground view of the
forms and were ferried across thene'most difficult for Israeli Infantry 1973 war. He commanded the 19th
Bitter Lake and Lake Timsah. Divisions on their way to the Suezinfantry Brigade, one of five that

0 1,500 crossed using light pon-canal” Khaleel's careful analysis of crossed the Suez Canal into the Sinai

toon bridges. _ Israeli performance during the 19560n 6 October 1973. His particular unit
o 61,000 crossed using heavyg,ez War was used to develop therossed from the city of Suez into the
pontoon bridges. initial tactics of using antitank weap- Sinai. He lists the officers who had

~Another item that occupied Shaa-gng tg strengthen Egyptian infantry.commanded each of the five brigades
zli after the initial success of over-kpaleel was first to delineate betweerand discusses the military challenges
whelming the Israelis on the Bar-Levine successful victory of the initial he faced in scaling the Bar-Lev Line.
Line was the quality of tanks. He ex-assault then to admit that the IsraeHe outlines methods by which in-
plains that the Israeli tank was supetis seized the initiative after 14 Octo-fantry units trained as they would
rior to the mix of Egyptian tanks that her when his forces were beyondight and discusses the endless ex-
crossed into the Sinai. The Israelissam protection. ercises that involved scaling a 22-
had 960 tanks in the Sinai. Egypt had Beginning in May 1971, Shaazli meter (m)-tall model of the Bar-Lev
over 1,000 tanks, but they were a mixyathered the senior commanders dfine while carrying gear and weap-
of T-62s, 54s, and 55s. Only 200 Egypthe Egyptian 2d and 3d Armies alongons. The soldiers also practiced set-
tian tanks were T-62s, equal in rangeyith Gamassy and their respectiveing up water cannons and penetrat-
and quality to Israeli tanks equippedstaffs to create an offensive plan tdng replicas of sand barriers.
with 105-milimeter (mm) guns as well regain the Suez Canal and, poten- During operations, Afifi's 19th In-
as excellent range-finding equipmentsially, portions of the Sinai. Breach- fantry Brigade scaled the Bar-Lev
Egyptian military planners wanted toing the Bar-Lev Line, dealing with Line and remained in the Sinai for 26
counter the Israeli advantage by nomines, logistics, and the mechanicsiours before the bulk of tanks and
employing their weaker tanks in openof the actual crossing were dis-armored vehicles crossed the Suez
desert where range dictated the oufcussed with each member, who wer€anal. Afifi's brigade used antitank
come of a tank battle. Instead, theyyiven 4 weeks to solve tactical prob-and light weapons to keep the Israe-
hoped to combine antitank SAGGERIems and propose new ones for théis suppressed in their reinforced
missiles with their inferior tank force next meeting. bunkers. Egyptian artillery also kept
to equalize the battlefield. Egyptian In dealing with breaching Israeli up an unending barrage during the
planners understood that Israeli docmines, the Egyptian combat engi-crossing of Egyptian forces into the
trine called for tank-on-tank battlesneers borrowed heavily from tacticsSinai.
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Many of Afifi's men scaled the past the Suez Canal into the Sinainot press their attack and dislodge
Bar-Lev Line at the same time theYussri lost a leg, and many of hisEgyptian forces from the Sinai. The
engineers were using high-pressursoldiers were posthumously and perEgyptian 3d Army would eventually
hoses to penetrate the sand barriegsonally decorated for valor. His unitbe decimated by starvation if not re-
He recounts how the water madehelped capture of the 190th Israelisupplied. Yussri explains that the Is-
going up the barrier extremely diffi- Tank Brigade and its commanderraelis also had problems. They had a
cult. Some soldiers abandoned theifolonel Asef Yagouri. 300-km-long logistic trail; they suf-
portable ladders and climbed on each Yussti's unit received orders on 14fered massive losses in tanks and
other, forming a human ladder on theOctober to proceed toward the Gidimateriel; and they expended the ma-
side of the fortification. and Mitla passes. Their mission wasority of Israeli reserves on the Syr-

Afifi also recounts how his unit 0 relieve pressure on the Syriafan front. So a tenuous stalemate
undertook night operations while front, to destroy Israeli logistics engyed in which Gamassy negotiated
knowing that the Israelis had per-P@ses in the Sinai, and to advancg,manitarian relief of the Egyptian 3d
fected this type of warfare. This was/ToM 10 t0 40 km inland. They were oymy and the eventual cease-fire

the first time Egyptian forces had 0 keep Ishraeli armored dunit?) fromyjith the Israelis.
conducted night combat operationsfenterlng the passes and to begin 8onclusion
ounteroffensive against Egyptian

Infantry units reached as far as the ' = S 0 o Sinai. While this article gives only a
Mitla Pass, one of three main passe! . X ; limpse of the actors and actions of
in the center of the Sinai connecting_ USS! and his force witnessed adimp :
- N9 inishing Israeli air offensive on 15the 1973 Yom Kippur War, many

Egypt and lsr aeI.A,flﬁ_s de_talled dr_:uly_ October. On the night of 15-16 Octo-Other untapped Arabian sources of
aCC(_)Uﬂt of hIS_ u_nlts_flght in the Sinai ber, Israeli forces began a counterofinformation await military histori-
outlines the difficulties of command o,y ‘which ended with an Israelians. The Syrians, who are the most
and control during infantry engage-,sneqation between the Egyptian 2@nigmatic combatants of this war,
ments between Israeli and Egyptlargnd 3d Armies and the envelopmenhave yet to produce any major lit-
forces. of the 3d Army. Yussri also admits erature about their participation.
Colonel Bgen Adel Yussri the effectiveness of the Israeli AirMy hope is that more analyses and

Colonel Bgen Adel Yussri and his Force in destroying Egyptian SAM translations of works from Arabic to
7th Infantry Battalion represent thesites. Israeli fighters eventually domi-English will occur to enrich the un-
concept of valor to many Egyptiannated the sky. derstanding of combat tactics and
army personnel. His unit endured Yussri treats readers to his stratemilitary strategy from the Arab per-
fierce fighting as they pushed 19 kmgic opinion of why the Israelis did spective.

The Saudis: Inside the Desert Kingdom
Lieutenant Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, U.S. Navy

With rumblings about possibly istry of Planning and was privy to Kingdom. Mackey insightfully points
ejecting U.S. forces from Saudithat nation’s 5-year plans to mod-out the lack of education, the need
Arabia, it is important to dust off ernize the infrastructure and to deato dominate, and finally the efforts to
some old books regarding the Desenvith the problems that were im- keep impurities such as pork, alcohol,
Kingdom to understand where Amer-peding industrialization. Christian bibles, and crosses out of
ica’s relationship with Saudi Arabia When writing on Saudi Arabia one the country. The book is filled with
has been and where it is going. Joureannot rely on open-source informa-anecdotes about foreigners rough-
nalist Sandra Mackey’s 1987 booktion. To penetrate the inner circle ofing it in Saudi Arabia, but once the
The Saudis: Inside the Desert King-princes, tribesmen, and religiousreader wades through those, he will
dom(Penguin Books, New York) is scholars, a journalist must be armedind important nuggets of information
one such old book. From 1978 towith a sharp memory and an unasto help him understand the King-
1980 and again from 1982 to 1984 suming manner. Although Mackey’s dom’s customs.

Mackey lived in Saudi Arabia with book is not what | would call schol- Mackey delves into the history of
her husband, who worked as a derarly, it does point out major problemsSaudi Arabia’s founding, a truly re-
matologist at King Faisal Specialistof Saudi society in a kind of tell-all markable story of how Abdul-Aziz Al-

Hospital. narrative. Saud left exile in Kuwait to lead sev-

During her sojourn, Mackey wrote  The book begins by humorouslyeral dozen warriors to liberate his
an anonymous column for tidew describing Saudi customs and Draancestral home of Riyadh. By 1932,
York Timesin which she described conian methods of implementingthrough tribal alliances, war, and
Saudi society and politics. Mackeymoral views on an unsuspectingmarriage, he had unified Saudi Arabia
also landed a job at the Saudi Mingroup of travelers arriving in the into its present form.
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The Al-Saud family had to make the defense minister; and Salman, thenight offend their version of
two alliances with radical Islam. Onegovernor of Riyadh and deputy gov-morality. Typically, the Mutawas are
alliance occurred in the 18th centuryernor of Mecca. The current regentyoung males, who derive pleasure
with Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahab, Abdullah, is not a Sudairi, and cracksand empowerment from physically
a revivalist Muslim scholar who in the royal family can be seen in theharassing people, such as shopkeep-
wanted to purge Arabia of paganresentment family members feel in noers who do not close promptly
practices and the influence of Islamicsharing the Sudairis’ wealth, prestigeduring prayers or women who are
mysticism (Sufism). The rulers of and power. not properly veiled. Mackey de-
central Arabia saw in this the poten- Mackey was privileged to attend scribes an incident in which she was
tial of winning political and religious a royal wedding. She describes theassaulted by Mutawa for showing
tribal support through religious legiti- princesses’ range of tastes and edaeo much of her bare arms. [As a
macy. The second alliance was madeation, from the elite, well-dressed,child, a Mutawa confiscated my roller
in the 20th century when Abdul-Aziz and well-educated Al-Faisal line, fromskates because they offended his
was trying to unify the country. which Foreign Minister Saud-Al- sensibilities.] Many foreigners get
Abdul-Aziz used the Ikhwan, a group Faisal comes, to the gaudier memberaround alcohol prohibitions by brew-
of militant Islamic warriors living in  of the family. ing their own beverages, including
Northern Arabia, as a lightning strike  One of the titles the Saudi king hasmoonshine called Siddequi (my
force in his campaigns. However, byassumed is Guardian of the Two Holyfriend).

1929, they were challenging his auMosques of Mecca and Medina. Mackey ably highlights the busi-
thority and religious beliefs. This led This authority was challenged inness elite, including the Al-Rajhi, Al-
to a serious revolt in which Abdul- November 1979, when Juhaiman Al-Kaki Bin Mahfouz, and Bin Laden
Aziz subdued the rebels with ma-Utaibi and 200 followers seized con-families, who built empires in trade,
chine guns. trol of the Grand Mosque of Meccaconstruction, and banking, respec-

The tie between the Al-Sauds andand held hostages for a week duringively. The “Bin” in front of the last
Abdul-Wahab can be seen today irwhich a microphone blared about thename denotes families from Yemen.
marriages and connections betweenorruption of the Al-Sauds. One weekThey possess shrewd business
the Royal Family and the family of serious hand-to-hand fighting oc-skills, which are combined with shar-
known as Al-Ashaykh, who are de-curred before this crisis was re-ing profits with the Royal Family to
scendants of Abdul-Wahab, fromsolved. Mackey capably describesgyain concessions and to further their
which the word Wahabism comes.the events as well as the mood of thértunes in Arabia.

What Mackey does not discuss isSaudi Arabian people during and af- Mackey ends the book with a dis-
that calling a Saudi a Wahabi is notter the incident. cussion about the Al-Saud quest for
polite. Saudis usually refer to them- After the crisis, many Egyptians, turning money into security through
selves as Muwahidun (those whoYemenis, and Sudanese nationaligs multibillion-dollar investment in
preach unity with God) or simply were executed or implicated in aidingKing Khalid Military City. The
Muslims. The Muwahiduns are con-Juhaiman and his followers. A stateproject, which began in 1976, is de-
sidered one of the most conservativenent made by Abdul-Aziz El- signed to house 70,000 troops. Many
sects of Sunni Islam, and elements ofuweijery, Deputy Commander of theU.S. defense and construction com-
Arabian tribal tradition has found its National Guard, is revealing. He panies, such as Bechtel Steel, ben-
way into their religious laws. Only stated that the weapons Juhaimagfited from this element of the Saudi's
with a thorough understanding ofused came from a National Guardhird 5-year plan. By the time Iraq
the Shariah (Islamic Law) can a per-arsenal. This is significant becausdeader Saddam Hussein threatened
son distinguish between traditionJuhaiman served in the NationalSaudi Arabia, the U.S. military had a
and law. Guard, and this military unit, recruited city that was compatible with U.S.

Mackey lists the many princesexclusively from the Najd (Central equipment. Many Saudi Muslim radi-
and princelings of the Royal Family Arabian) tribes, is considered by thecals see this investment as another
and shows how the line of power di-Royal Family to be the most loyal way in which the United States has
rectly relates to the person’s relationfighters. Although not covered in theencouraged the squandering of Saudi
ship to Abdul-Aziz and to the book, the National Guard is chargedetroleum wealth.
person’s competence, age, and matrivith overseeing any dissension Although Mackey’s book is im-
lineal line. Mackey illustrates her within the Regular Army and is con- portant, | recommend Robert Lacey’s
point by discussing the ascent otrolled by Prince Abdullah. The Kingdom: Arabia and the
Fahd to Crown Prince and of his full Mackey tells interesting stories House of Sa’U@New York: Harcourt,
brothers’ occupation of key posi- about life as an expatriate, includingl982), which is one of the best his-
tions in the Saudi government. Nick-ways she got around conservativeaories of modern Saudi Arabia. Un-
named the Sudairi Seven, the brothSaudi laws. One permanent fixture ofike Mackey’s bookThe Kingdonis
ers are the major decisionmakers itife in Saudi Arabia is the Muta- more scholarly in its approach and
Saudi Arabia. Among their numberswain (religious police) who roam dispenses with the cute anecdotes
are Naif, the interior minister; Sultan, the streets in search of those whaf expatriate life in Arabia.
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