


DEPARTMENTOFTHENAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

WASHINGTON DC 20380

NAVMC 289o
PL55g
1 Apr 1987

FOREWORD

1. PURPOSE

To distribute a reprint of the 1940 edition of the Small Wars Manual as an aid
to education and training in the historical approach of Marine Corps units conduct-
ing operations in low-intensity conflicts. In the 1930, s, ,“ch Co” fll Cts “~,~

referred to as “small wars. ”

2. INFORMATION

a. The Small Wars Manual is one of the best books on military operations in
peacekeeping and counterinsurgency operations published betore World war 11.

b. This Manual is published for information only and is “ot directive i“ nature.
It should be read in the context of pre-World War 11 politics and operational
methods. Its republication does “ot i“dic.ate endorsement by the United States
Marine Corps of any statement in the book.

3. RESPONSIBILITIES

a. Commanders should ensure that this Manual is available to Marines concerned
with the types of activities discussed in this Manual.

b. Additional copies of this Manual may be obtained from the Marine Corps publi-
cations stock point at Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, Georgia, per instructions
in MCO P5600 .31.

4. RESERVE APPLICABILITY

This Man”al is applicable to the Marine Corps Reserve.

5. CERTIF1CATION

Reviewed and approved this date.

y Chief of staff for
Plans, Policies a“d opera t,o”s

D1STR1BUTION,

copy to:

7230004/7230033 (50)
7970/78’55007/795000i, 002/8504002, 005 (10)
1025/21 05/4035/4046/4064 /4 065/4068/407 l/4 090/4125/4 130/4135/4145/4 l46/
4155/4159/4160/ 4201/4225/ 4226/4255 /5 045/6600/69 01/6902/693 l/6967 /697O/
7221/7950/2090001, 002, 003, 005, 006/3700004 /7230020/7801001 , 002, 003,
004, 005, 006/7801013,014, 015, 027, 039, 041, 042, 043/7855006,
015 (5), 2404004 (4)
7373/7377 /8201/8211/8360/2150006, 007, 008, 009, 011< 012, 014, 023,
024, 7000009, 034/ 7230026, 029/7801008, 009, 01O, 035, 040/680 i301)2/
7855018, 019, 020, 022, 028, 034, 042, 043, 044, 045, 046, 047,
048, 049, 051, 052, 054, 056, 057, 058, 059, 1360, 062, 064, 064,
066, 076, 081, 090, 091, 094, 095, 096, 101 (2)
37 00/6285/7608/76 17/7620/7621/7626 /7631/7635/7645 /765l/77O3/77O5/
7706/ 7707/7708/7709/ 7710/7711 /7712/7713/7733/7734/7735/7736/7737/
7739/ 7742/ 7745/7747/7750/7752/7753/7754/ 7761/7763/7764/7765/7768/
7775/ 7776/7777 /7786/7792/7795/7797/7856/8504/8 7/7230006 (1)

8145(1)



NAVMC2890

LOCATORSHEET

Subj : Small Wars Manual (1940 Edition)

Location:
(Indicate location(s) of copy(ies) of this Manual.)

ENCLOSURE(1)



SMALL WARS MANUAL

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

1940

INDEX

REPRINT

- For Information Only -

UNITEDSTATES
GOVERNMENTPRINTINGOFFICE

WASHINGTON:1940


