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Instructional Period 6410

Title: World War II: Joint and Coalition Warfare against Japan

Themes:

1. Challenges of coalition warfare

2. Influence of politics across the full spectrum of warfare

3. Impact of technology on strategy and doctrine

4. Importance of local circumstances

Introduction: The Imperial General Staff’s decision to unleash the Kwantung Army in Manchuria on 18 September 1931, in spite of the civilian government’s desire to prevent it, opened Japan’s war for China. It became one of the most barbaric of the entire war. The island nation of Japan thus sought to be a continental rather than a maritime power, which is precisely why the Army rather than the Navy controlled decision-making in the Empire and then took control of the country.

The readings start with D. Clayton James’s overview of American and Japanese strategies in the Pacific War. He argues no one person played a particularly important role in the development of American strategy. Other readings raise some challenges to that view. Ian Nish’s article on “The Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere,” gives you a look at the Japanese National Strategy and its complexities, while the following piece, Yoji Koda’s “A Commander’s Dilemma: Admiral Yamamoto and the ‘Gradual Attrition’ Strategy” looks at Japan’s military strategy and the operational problems in its execution.
The final three readings are successive chapters from Edward Miller’s War Plan ORANGE: The US Strategy to Defeat Japan, 1897–1945. In these, Miller examines the US’s final strategic plans and their wartime evolution, leading to coalition victory over our Far Eastern adversary. He also discusses the roles of China and the Soviet Union in the final stages of the war. It will be apparent, among other things, that the old adage “a plan never survives first contact with the enemy” was never truer than in the Second War World in the Far East, for both the Japanese Empire and its enemies.

Lesson Objective: Evaluate Japanese and Allied strategy in the Asian phase of the Second World War. PJELA: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4a, 4b, 4c, 6a. SAE: 2,6. DC: 1, 2.
Desired Learning Outcomes:
1. Analyze the development and execution of the participants’ strategy.
2. Assess the background, planning, successes, and failures of each side in the early, middle, and late phases of this war. 

3. Explore the continental, maritime, and air components of each side’s war effort.

Questions for Study and Discussion:
1. What strategic themes played for each of the two sides? Why?

2. What did each side get right? Wrong? Why?

3. What relationships existed among the various US services in this maritime theater of war? What in the case of Japan?

4. What notions of airpower, maritime power, and land power played out on the Allied side in areas dominated by American, British, Chinese, and Soviet armed forces?

5. What role did the prevailing political policies, financial considerations, and geopolitics of the day play for each side in this war?

6. What impact did technology have on strategy and doctrine in the Pacific? In the China theater of operations? In India-Burma? 

7. What do answers to the above questions tell you about the influence of politics across the full spectrum of warfare and the importance of local circumstances in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of War?

Assigned Readings:
1. James, D. Clayton, “American and Japanese Strategies in the Pacific War,” Peter Paret (ed.), Makers of Modern Strategy, pp. 703–732. (Separate Issue)

2. Nish, Ian, “The Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere,” Coalition Warfare, 1983, pp. 125–142.

3. Koda, Captain Yoji, “A Commander’s Dilemma: Admiral Yamamoto and the ‘Gradual Attrition’ Strategy,” Naval War College Review, Vol. XLVI, No. 4, Autumn 1993, pp. 63–74.

4. Miller, Edward S., “Plan Orange at War: The Ocean Strategy Implemented,” War Plan ORANGE: The US Strategy to Defeat Japan, 1897–1945, Chapter 28, 1991, pp. 331–346, 450–451.

5. Miller, Edward S., “Plan Orange at War: Innovation and Surprise,” War Plan ORANGE: The US Strategy to Defeat Japan, 1897–1945, Chapter 29, 1991, pp. 347–356, 451–452.
6. Miller, Edward S., “Plan Orange at War: The Better Strategy,” War Plan ORANGE: The US Strategy to Defeat Japan, 1897–1945, Chapter 30, 1991, pp. 357–369, 452–453.
Suggested Readings:
Hoyt, Edwin P., Japan’s War: The Great Pacific Conflict (New York, 2001).
Willmott, H. P., The Great Crusade: A New Complete History of the Second World War (New York, 1991).
Perret, Geoffrey, Winged Victory: The Army Air Forces in World War II (New York, 1993).
Reynolds, Clark, The Fast Carriers: The Forging of an Air Navy (Annapolis, MD, 1992).
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