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General Guidance

Overview. To complete AWC, you are required to write a research paper. As a graduate level program, your writing should reflect independence, research and synthesis, and demonstrate your critical thinking ability. This paper may be on Strategy, Doctrine and Leadership or International Security Strategy Course topics described in this Guide (no approval needed); or on a Warfighting Course related Air University AWC Approved Topic, selected from the AWC list of topics online (Proposal and Faculty Advisor approval required). You need to comply with the guidance found within this document, and in the writing template found on the AWC/NS web page, at the “Writing Assignment” page (scroll down to “Research Paper Template”). The writing template is designed to help you to format your paper. We recommend that you keep an unaltered copy of the template as it contains instructions you’ll need in preparing your paper. You may also refer to the “sample pages” at the end of this section.

Strategy, Doctrine and Leadership course topics (the Strategy Analysis Paper) are based on selected air campaigns, and use an adaptation of Crowl’s questions (see reading in lesson 1) to analyze the campaign planners’ strategy selection. The topics are historical and should be easy for you to research.

International Security Studies course topics (the Policy Evaluation Paper) deal with national security policy. Research for these topics require you to use more recent periodicals, more specialized books, or the Internet. This may make this option attractive to those who are comfortable using the Internet, or for those who do not have comprehensive libraries conveniently available.

Warfighting topics relate to current Air Force, Joint Forces, deployment and employment, or international topics. Your research would likely be the most varied and comprehensive of all of our topics. The research requirements for an AU research are far greater than for the other course-related papers. This option should entail the most effort and is intended for experienced researchers. These papers may be published, giving them wide exposure to decision-makers and others involved in US national security.

Successful papers are focused on proving the paper’s position statement and are written in a clear, direct style. Avoid pompous, stilted language and professional jargon. Your paper should communicate your knowledge of the topic, concisely, in about 15 pages.

Specific Guidance for all Papers:

a. Papers must be UNCLASSIFIED.

b. Don’t use first person (I/we/us) or second person (you) in your work. Take an objective, third person viewpoint.

c. Present facts, not personal opinions or emotional appeals.

d. Use your own thoughts and words, but give other authors credit for their ideas by citing the sources of facts, figures, and assessments (no more than 10 direct quotes).

e. Develop your topic with well-documented facts, and draw logical conclusions that support your position.

f. Limit the paper to approximately 15 double-spaced, single-sided pages by eliminating nonessential content. (This limit does not include the cover, certificate/disclaimer, table of contents, and bibliography.) Papers that exceed 18 pages are usually rejected. Use a Times Roman font size of 12.  

g. Keep the reader in mind. Remember that your objective is to explain your position and lead the reader to the same conclusions.

h. Cite at least 10 authoritative sources in your paper. In the bibliography, list only the sources actually cited in the paper. Use our parenthetical footnote style, i.e. 5:215 - where the first number refers to the source document (5) in your bibliography and the second number (215) is the page number (where applicable, otherwise use “NP” for “No Page”) within that source. 

i. Comply with the topic instructions and checklists in these instructions. 
Appropriate Sources and Primary Sources. This program requires college graduate level work. Encyclopedia articles and weekly news magazines are not appropriate sources for your research. Your paper is more credible if you use primary sources in your research, rather than secondary materials. For example, the objectives of the Desert Storm air campaign can be found in both the DoD Final Report to Congress on the Conduct of the Persian Gulf War and in Newsweek magazine. The former is the more authoritative source. If using unpublished work, please use only credible sources (e.g. declassified reports from the Rolling Thunder campaign) and document appropriately.
Documentation (References). You must identify sources by using proper source citations. The ideas of others, even though paraphrased by the writer, should be credited to their sources. This is nothing more than giving credit where credit is due. An expression of opinion, not attributed to a credible source, carries little weight in a research paper. You must identify the sources of quotations, facts, figures, and other data.You rarely should have more than a paragraph without a source citation. If in doubt, document it. We don’t expect to see more than ten direct quotes. The bulk of your paper should be written in your own words – do not “fill” your paper with quotes from others. Use another person’s words only when they convey something your own words cannot. A statement reflecting general information or common knowledge does not need to be documented.

Writing Assignment Due Date. While we no longer set a deadline for this assignment, you should select your topic as soon as possible, choosing one that most interests you. You may submit your paper on any topic listed in this guide.  Generally, you should not try to complete your paper prior to completing the associated course, which provides resources for the topics. For tracking purposes we usually assign a “due date” approximately 30 months from your initial enrollment.

General Research Guidance. If you have not been involved in a research project in recent years, you may be a little rusty on note taking and writing style. The references listed below may be of great help and should be available at a local library or through the interlibrary loan service of your base library. Please refer to the writing template on the AWC/NS web page for formatting your paper, especially citations and bibliography style; or refer to the sample at the end of this section.

a. The Chicago Manual of Style, 14th ed., Chicago Press, 1993.

b. Glenn Leggett, C. David Mead, and William Carvat, Prentice-Hall Handbook for Writers, 10th ed., Englewood Cliffs NJ, Prentice Hall, Inc., 1988.

c. Xia Li and Nancy B. Crane, Electronic Style: A Guide to Citing Electronic Information, Westport, Meckler Publishing, 1993.
d. Air University Style Guide, http://www.au.af.mil/au/oas/aupress/style/.

e. AWC/NS Writing Assignment Template, http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/template.doc.

We recommend you begin your research with your AWC course materials; they are the result of a great deal of research by our faculty. Many of these articles contain bibliographies. You are encouraged to use these materials, as appropriate, in your research effort. You are required to use other materials as well, so please ensure they are suitable. A valuable resource at your fingertips is the AWC Gateway to the Internet. It contains information and links to many sources you could use in researching topics, including Air University Library bibliographies for our specific research paper topics. You also can find these bibliographies at the “Writing Assignment” link on our web page.

If your base library does not have the material you need, visit a college or public library in your area. These libraries usually have books and magazines that can support the subject you have chosen. You may also find they have access to more extensive database services than your base library. Your privileges may be limited at some of these facilities, but in-library access to their books and magazines is rarely a problem, and photocopiers are often available for material you cannot check out. If you have problems finding appropriate research materials, ask your librarian for help. A book loan from the Air University Library may be possible, but please allow several weeks to receive the loaned material.

One of the necessary elements in completing an adequate paper is to review and revise your writing. Due to the requirement for all of our papers to be concise and focused, which reflects the attributes of quality staff work, you must carefully consider what information is essential and limit your paper accordingly (15 pages). Your first or second draft is unlikely to be acceptable.  We no longer set a deadline for the writing assignment, so you will have the time to send us your best and final effort whenever you are ready.  

Evaluation Standards

An AWC advisor will grade your paper. Paper grading time may take up to 60 days from receipt. 

Review Checklists. The checklists found at the end of this section are provided to assist you in reviewing your course papers. Papers that comply with these checklists usually receive at least a satisfactory grade. Detailed checklists are not provided for the Warfighting AU Research paper options due to the wide variety of topics offered.

Grading. We will assign your paper a grade of Outstanding, Excellent, Satisfactory, Marginal or Unsatisfactory. AWC advisors use the same criteria for assigning grades to AU Research and INSS papers as they do for course-related papers. Your paper will be evaluated against the following criteria:
PRIMARY: Quality of analysis or evaluation. Your ideas and ability to communicate.

SECONDARY: Organization, length, and quality of documentation. Editing, grammar, spelling, format, style, syntax, and punctuation.

If your paper is graded unsatisfactory, we will return it to you with a new due date and additional guidance. You will be given 60 days to rewrite it. The rewritten report will not receive a final grade higher than Satisfactory. 

Paper Transmittal

Send us your writing assignment as an e-mail attachment (much preferred) or by traditional mail (not encouraged). Keep a backup copy of your paper on some storage media other than your computer hard drive, such as a floppy disk, Zip disk, CD-ROM, DVD, etc. 

Save your document in a single file using the naming convention which follows:

LastnameInitialsLast4SSNunderscoreEditionCoursenumber

Example: John T. Smith, 234-55-6789, submits a 15th edition, SD&L Strategy Analysis (Course 1) paper. 

File name should read: SmithJT6789_151.doc   

Linda W. Thomas, 432-55-9876, submits an 14th edition, ISS Policy Evaluation (Course 2) paper. 

File name would be: ThomasLW9876_142.rtf

The course number for a Warfighting Air University Research Paper is 4. So, a 15th edition AU Research Paper from Michael M. Marvell would read MarvelIMM2468_154.doc

Sending electronically via e-mail: Preferred method. Attach your paper as a virus-free file, compatible with MS Word, and send to:   awc.ns@maxwell.af.mil

Subject line should state: AWC Writing Assignment from YOUR RANK and FULL NAME 

You should include your SSAN (no dashes – or last four) in the e-mail, and a statement as follows:

“I have virus checked the attached file, saved it as instructed, and certify the paper is my own work, completed in accordance with the AWC instructions in the Student Guide”

Also include any changes to your record such as promotion, or e-mail and postal address changes, in the message.

If mailing: Send one printed copy of your research paper and an electronic file copy on 3.5 inch floppy disk or CD-ROM. The electronic version should be a single file, not separate files for each chapter, in MS Word 6.0 or newer, or in Microsoft Rich Text Format (RTF) for users of other word-processing programs. SAVE YOUR DOCUMENT as described above. Label the disk UNCLASSIFIED and include your full name, rank, SSAN, edition, and topic name of your paper on the label. Do not place your paper in a special binder, because they are discarded. Send your package to AWC/NS, 325 Chennault Circle, Maxwell AFB AL 36112-6427. 

Strategy, Doctrine and Leadership Writing Assignment

Research Guidance. Strategy Analysis papers must answer the question “Why did political and military leaders choose this air campaign strategy?” There is adequate material on these subjects available at most libraries or on the Internet.

Begin your research with AWC course materials. They are good preliminary sources for some of the air campaigns. Links to custom fit bibliographies are online at the AWC/NS web page. Read from the well-known authors for the particular campaign. For example, for World War II topics, consider works by Momyer, Hansell, J. F. C. Fuller, Futrell, and Overy. Clodfelter, Harry Summers, Momyer, Nordeen, Dennis Drew, and Sharp are useful reading for Vietnam topics. Writings by Chaim Herzog, S. L. A. Marshall, Anthony Cordesman, and Nordeen would be a good start for Operation Moked in the Arab-Israeli 1967 War. Books by Stanik and Davis are good starting points for the conflict with Libya. For the 1990-91 Gulf War Air Campaign, refer to books by Bernard and Trainor, John Warden, Jeffrey Record, and Richard Hallion, and the official report on the Gulf War.  

Writing Guidance. We expect you to demonstrate an understanding of how political and military leaders decide to select an air campaign strategy in a 15-page paper through an analysis of their decision-making. One of the objectives is to concisely convey your conclusions and understanding. The best papers are 15-16 pages long – NO longer! To accomplish this task, select a campaign from the list below. Analyze why the air campaign strategy was selected using the questions listed within the instructions for your Analysis, Chapter 3. Following the list of topics, we present content requirements and our recommended lengths for each chapter. Also use the checklist for Strategy, Doctrine and Leadership papers, at the end of this section.

· In your analysis, you need to determine, using the Chapter 3 Questions, why this particular strategy was selected. You must explain why the leaders of that time made their decisions based on the information they had before the campaign began. Do not use hindsight to explain key decisions. 

a. World War II, Combined Bomber Offensive, Europe, 1942–45

b. World War II, Operation Matterhorn, East Asia, 1944–45

c. Vietnam War, Operation Rolling Thunder, 1965–68

d. Arab-Israeli “Six-Day War,” Israeli Operation Moked, June 1967

e. Vietnam War, Operation Linebacker II, Dec 1972  

f. Operation El Dorado Canyon, April 1986

g. Desert Storm, Coalition Air Campaign, Jan–Feb 1991

h. Balkan Conflict, NATO Operation Allied Force, Mar–Jun 1999

Chapter 1—Introduction (1 page): The introduction should summarize your paper. After introducing the topic, your position statement (thesis) should clearly explain why this strategy was chosen – your answer to the tasking/question: “Why did political and military leaders choose this air campaign strategy?” (this is what the paper must prove in the analysis chapter). A clear position statement is important because it provides the focus for your entire paper. Also include an overview of what each chapter will cover.

As an example, to explain why the Combined Bomber Offensive strategy was selected, your position might suggest the Allies chose strategic bombing because the American and British leadership thought the aerial bombing campaign might eliminate the need for a cross-channel invasion. 

Chapter 2—Conflict and Campaign Background (2–3 pages): Provide a short background on why the conflict occurred. This is where you set the stage by including a brief historical perspective, emphasizing recently preceding significant/influential events that brought about the air campaign strategy and the decision to implement it. Describe the political and military leadership, their thoughts and the prevailing military doctrine of that time that influenced the strategy selection. Emphasize the background to the airpower decision – not the adversary. This chapter must cover only events before the selected war or operation begins. Document (Reference) your facts and examples.

Chapter 3—Strategy Analysis (5 pages): Use the following six campaign analysis questions (based on Crowl’s questions regarding going to war (from Lesson 1) - adapted for analyzing a particular air campaign) to explain why the political and military leadership adopted the air campaign strategy.  Your position in Chapter 1 provides the answer to this question, and now you will support and prove this position, using each question.  Note, when you’ve completed this process, you may find that your original position requires revision.  Overall, you must explain how the strategy was conceived and show the relationship between the factors behind the air campaign strategy, as reflected in your position. Look at these questions from the perspective of leaders making decisions before the air campaign began. Consider how each question will support your position and do not duplicate “answers” unless space permits. Be sure to link or tie each question’s consideration to answering why an air campaign was the leader’s “best choice” (your position).  Do not use hindsight. The questions that are the basis of your analysis (and must be answered) follow:

 “What is it about?” Describe the national interests and policy objectives related to the conflict and leading to an air campaign strategy.

“Was the military strategy tailored to meet the national political objectives?” Describe the air campaign objectives and how they were linked to and/or supported the national military and political objectives – including limitations on the use of force, if any. 

“How did the limitations of military power lead to an air campaign?  Demonstrate why airpower was the best form of military power compared to the limitations of other forms of military power (land and sea) and satisfied the military force limitations or constraints imposed by leaders as they searched for a strategy. 

“What alternative political, military, and air campaign strategies were considered?” Describe how the chosen air campaign strategy was “superior”, or the best plan compared to other strategies considered, and applicable alternative military plans. 

“How did public and government opinions influence the strategy selection”?  Describe the public and international considerations (as applicable) that influenced the leader’s decision to pursue this air campaign strategy.

Finally, “How did prior campaigns and historical lessons influence this air campaign strategy?  Describe any lessons learned from previous conflicts and campaigns that the political and military leaders considered (or rejected) as they developed this strategy.

Provide documented facts and examples to support each question’s analysis. (This chapter also only covers the events before the selected campaign or operation started. If you discuss what happened during the wartime period or how well things worked (evaluation, not analysis), you have strayed from the tasking. 

Chapter 4—Air Campaign Execution (3–4 pages): Provide a summary of the conduct of the air campaign and conclude with an evaluation of the success or failure of the air campaign in meeting the objectives you described in your analysis. Include an overview of the plan, dates, and phases.  Describe what happened during each phase, the forces employed, the targets attacked, and the results. You may need to expand this list to discuss other items, such as leadership, if it had a direct impact on the success or failure of the campaign. In this chapter, you should tell the story of how the campaign was executed and its success or failure. Document facts and examples.

Chapter 5—Summary and Doctrinal Implications (2–3 pages): Restate your original position on this air campaign. Then summarize (prove) your answer to why the air campaign was adopted using key points from your analysis (Chapter 3). Finally, describe specific doctrinal implications—how airpower doctrine, or future decisions to use it, was influenced as a result of this air campaign.

International Security Studies Writing Assignment

Research Guidance. The International Security Studies topics require you to use current information because you must consider a changing world situation and evolving US policies. We recommend you begin by reviewing lessons 12–24 to ensure you understand the national security decision making process and to find any topic-related material included in this edition’s curriculum. You also should review any presidential decision directives or policy statements that state current US policies on these topics. Review the September 2002 National Security Strategy of the United States, or the most current available. A valuable resource for these topics is the AWC Gateway to the Internet. It contains information and links for researching almost any topic. Also, at the Research Paper Tools web page (http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/ns/ns-rese.htm) you will find the AU Library “nonres topic bibliographies” link that includes bibliographies for the topics. The Air University Library Index to Military Periodicals, which is available through the same web site, is an index to articles that appear in military journals, and is available for the years 1949 to the present. The Internet and databases available at your local/base libraries will also be powerful tools for your research. For most of you, your research method will be a literature search of most of the general sources listed above; some of you may also find interviews of key State or Defense Department personnel helpful.

Assignment

In the International Security Studies writing assignment, Policy Evaluation research paper, you must demonstrate an understanding of the national security decision-making process and US security issues. To accomplish this task, select one of the topics from the list below. Then, provide a discussion of the topic and evaluate the effectiveness of US policy in a 15-page paper. Following the subject topics, we have provided content requirements and suggested lengths for each chapter. As you research and write your paper, be sure to use the checklist for International Security Studies papers included at the end of this section.
Subject Topics:

· Option 1—Security Issues in the Middle East
· Option 2—Public Diplomacy 

Option 1(Security Interests in the Middle East 

Evaluate US security policies in the Middle East and their effectiveness in supporting the US National Security Strategy. You will need to focus your efforts on a sub-region or a specific issue related to the Middle East to give your paper adequate depth and detail. Some recommended topics are: 

· US policies concerning WMD proliferation in the Middle East 

· US Middle East policies and their affect on our energy security 

· Anti-terrorism policy and actions towards Middle East based terrorist organizations 

· US policies regarding ballistic and cruise missile proliferation in the Middle East 

· US policies toward Turkey and Israel

For this paper, the Middle East includes: Egypt, Libya, Israel, Jordan, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, the Gulf states, Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. If appropriate for the topic, you may narrow this list of countries.  You should examine the National Security Strategy, National Military Strategy, and the assessment of the regional commanders in addressing your topic. Relevant commands are European Command (EUCOM), responsible for Turkey, Israel, and Libya, and Central Command (CENTCOM), responsible for the rest of the Middle East. 

We will grade your paper on your ability to evaluate security issues in the Middle East and the effectiveness of related US policies. Use the criteria we provide to evaluate the effectiveness of those policies. 

Chapter 1(Introduction (1–2 pages): The introduction summarizes your paper. After introducing the topic, your position statement should clearly state your view of the issue and become the focus of your paper. Briefly overview the paper’s content and identify any regional limitations to the geographic scope of your topic.

Chapter 2(Background (5 pages): This chapter should set the stage for the rest of your paper by briefly describing the most significant historical, political, military, and economic aspects of the issue. Describe relevant US security policies in the Middle East and their relationship to the National Security Strategy, the National Military Strategy, and the combatant commander’s assessments. 

Chapter 3(Policy Evaluation (5 pages): Evaluate your issue considering the following criteria:

· US Interests (political, economic, military). Identify and discuss the national interests that the administration uses to justify its policy regarding your paper’s issue. How important are these interests? Use specific examples to show how US actions regarding the issue have or have not supported our national interests.

· Costs. Describe the costs (financial, political, military, etc.) associated with the US position on the issue. Are these costs significant? Do the benefits outweigh the costs? Use specific examples to prove your points.

· Risks. Describe the risks associated with the US policy on the issue. Using specific examples, show that the risks are or are not worth the potential or actual benefits.

· Regional Stability. Describe regional stability in the area. Explain how US actions have increased or harmed regional stability. Use specific examples.

How effective is US security policy in addressing each factor? What are the specific strengths and weaknesses of current US policies related to your issue? Support your discussion with documented facts and examples.

Chapter 4(Summary (1 page) and Recommendations (2 pages): Restate your position, then briefly summarize how the evaluation supported your position. Unlike the other chapters, this one should primarily concern your own thoughts, and not require much documentation. From your conclusions, make specific and realistic recommendations for improving US security policy in the Middle East.

Option 2( Public Policy 
The US regards itself as a benevolent country, guided by not only its national interests, but also by the desire to see all nations free, secure, and prosperous. Yet, many populations overseas mistrust US motives. Why is this the case? How has this situation developed since our first Gulf War? What is the US government doing about it, and is it succeeding? 

The primary objective for the paper is to evaluate the effectiveness of one element of the national instrument of diplomacy, public diplomacy—what a former congressman characterized as “the promotion of American principles to foreign nationals, non-governmental groups, institutions and the international media via cultural, education and informational programs.” Representative Henry J. Hyde summarized public diplomacy as “the collective name given to efforts by the US government to explain its foreign policy to the world and encourage greater familiarity with the United States by the populations of other countries.” This paper option is an opportunity to understand why the US is viewed so negatively in so many regions, what the US government is doing about it, and why winning the war of ideas is important. 

Based on a thorough evaluation using three criteria, make recommendations for improvements.
Chapter 1—Introduction (1 page): In this chapter, include an introduction to the topic of public diplomacy, a clear position statement, and a brief overview of the paper. After briefly introducing the topic, state your position regarding the effectiveness of the state department-led public diplomacy program. Based on your research, has US public diplomacy enhanced US national security? Why or why not? This is the focus of your paper and what you will prove in the evaluation chapter. Provide a brief overview of what the paper will cover and your research method.
Chapter 2—Background (5 pages): Describe public diplomacy since the end of the first Gulf War. Describe the state department’s public diplomacy program and the various government-funded efforts under the auspices of public diplomacy. How have the resources devoted to public diplomacy changed over the years? How has technology changed public diplomacy? Describe today’s public diplomacy approach and cite examples for each of the public diplomacy components. What does President Bush’s National Security Strategy say regarding public diplomacy and the “war of ideas?” Identify and explain the role of various US government agencies in public diplomacy. Define any relevant terms and include information that is needed to understand the paper’s arguments in the evaluation chapter.

Chapter 3—Evaluation (5 pages): Based on your research, evaluate US public diplomacy using the following criteria:

· National Interests. Based on your research, identify the administration’s foreign policy goals most influenced by public diplomacy? Which goals are being helped? Which ones are being hurt? For example, how is public diplomacy helping or hurting US credibility in the Middle East Peace process? In what areas of public diplomacy are changes needed to better achieve foreign policy goals? 

· Costs. The chairman of Global PAC said, “Investing and improving the effectiveness of our traditional and public diplomacy could save us billions that we would have to spend on defense and could prevent another tragedy like September 11th.” Based on your research, is the US spending the right amount on public diplomacy? Is the US spending appropriate funding on the various components of public diplomacy? What might be some of the costs of ineffective public diplomacy?

· Public opinion. Based on your research, are US public diplomacy efforts achieving the desired effects? In which regions of the world is the US successfully explaining its foreign policy and its actions? In which areas are efforts failing? Is the mix of public diplomacy efforts about right or should the mix be modified? What areas need more emphasis?

Has the US achieved the objectives behind its public diplomacy efforts? Are current trends good or bad? Highlight a few areas in which the public diplomacy approach needs to change. Has public diplomacy had a positive or negative effect on US national security? Support your evaluation with documented facts and examples.
Chapter 4—Conclusions (1 page) and Recommendations (2 pages): Summarize how the paper proves its position statement and make recommendations for changes. Restate your premise and briefly summarize how your evaluation supported your position. Clearly show how Chapter 3 proved your position statement. Unlike the other chapters, this one should primarily concern your own thoughts, and not require much documentation. From your conclusions about the current public diplomacy program and its effectiveness, recommend improvements. Be specific on these recommendations demonstrating your knowledge of the national security decision making process by explaining not only what needs to change, but also briefly describing a few key implementation considerations for each recommendation. Explain how each recommendation will improve public diplomacy and national security.

Warfighting Writing Assignment

The AU AWC Approved Research Paper Option 

This option requires you to advocate a strategy or concept for the future based on your understanding of a documented Air Force challenge or interest, to analyze the described need, and propose an optimal solution. Experienced researchers/authors are the most appropriate students for this option.  The topics are refreshed every August, based on the Air Force Research request cycle. Submitted annually to AU from MAJCOM and other units, these topics are screened for applicability and utility for the Air War College and the resulting list of identified AWC Approved Topics you may choose from will give you the opportunity to work on more relevant and current issues of interest to the USAF. You can access the AWC Approved Topics using the link from our website under Research Paper tools.

For each topic, you can view a page of information about the topic, including an e-mail link to the sponsor’s point of contact. You must identify your desired AWC Approved Topic and prepare a proposal for approval by your faculty advisor. Note: many requested research topics are not appropriate for fulfilling the Air War College Writing Assignment objectives. This option should entail much more effort than the other writing assignment options. 

AWC Research Paper challenges: Issues should be addressed at the strategic or operational (theater) levels, and be related to air and space operations or their support. We do not want papers that are technical, arcane, too narrowly specialized, focused on tactics, or recycled from other endeavors. We don't want history papers or evaluations of current activities. Your paper must conform to a standard format that allows objective grading criteria. The purpose of research papers is to generate analysis or evaluation of an issue, so you don’t want to submit a research paper on a topic that is well beyond the scope of the non-resident curriculum, as we’re unable to objectively review and grade “uncharted territory.” For the purpose of this paper, think of us as your higher HQ: you must educate us so we become well enough informed to make a decision, based upon your recommendation.  

When you submit the paper, you need to include your faculty advisor’s written approval for the topic—an e-mail copy is fine. Please be aware that the nonresident staff is not obligated to grade an unapproved or otherwise unacceptable paper. The topic and content of any paper submitted for AWC credit must conform to the standards for this option, regardless of the title or subject.

Proposal Development. Your first step is to prepare and submit a research proposal to the topic point of contact and your AWC/NS faculty advisor:

1. Select an appropriate topic from the published list—and if necessary, narrow the topic. 

2. Most topics identify the sponsor’s research objective. Contact the topic point of contact to ensure you will produce what the sponsor needs.

3. Determine how you will conduct your research.

4. Seek approval by sending an e-mail proposal to your AWC/NS Faculty Advisor that tells the advisor which topic you selected; the focus of your research; the research method; your anticipated position or thesis and the objective or output of your research; and the name, telephone number, and e-mail address of the topic’s point of contact.

Organization. First, you should comply with the writing assignment general guidance at the beginning of this section. You should or may use the online AWC writing template at http://www. au.af.mil/au/awc/ns/ns-rese.htm. Experienced researchers may want to follow an organization uniquely fitted to your research topic. You may also wish to use the organization and method suggested by the description of the Staff Study in the Tongue and Quill, AFH 33-337. 

Many of the topic sponsors will prefer a brief, concise report. Some topics may require a lengthier product that exceeds 20 pages. AWC requires your research paper be at least 15 pages in length.

The varied research objectives expected of the AU Research topics will demand that you complete an analysis, evaluation, or both. You may have to analyze a situation or process and present the results of your investigation.

The project may ask you to solve a known problem. Here you might analyze the situation to discover the factors contributing to the problem. Then develop criteria that you will use to judge the adequacy of various solutions. Finally, grade (evaluate) the solution(s) using the criteria to arrive at and advocate the best solution and implementation requirements.

The project might lead you to analyze a situation or process to see if there is a problem. Second, identify possible solutions to the problem or weaknesses you have identified. Then, define criteria. Finally, evaluate the solution(s), select the best alternative, and discuss implementation considerations.

We expect you to introduce the topic clearly; provide sufficient background to make the topic, analysis and/or evaluation, and implementation considerations understandable. Your paper should systematically organize the information; effectively analyze and/or evaluate the topic; provide good examples to illustrate your points; draw valid, well-reasoned, and insightful conclusions; and make good use of your bibliographic sources. 

Think of yourself as a staff officer preparing a paper to educate your division director on a topic for which you are responsible. By the end of the paper, the boss should be well enough informed to make a decision based on your recommendation. 

To determine whether your paper merits an above- average grade, we also evaluate your ability to communicate effectively and concisely. Try to write as you would for a general officer. A sample organization based on our template follows:

Chapter 1—Introduction (1–2 pages): The introduction should summarize your paper. After introducing your topic, clearly state your position (thesis) and provide a brief overview of the paper. Your position statement will be critical in providing the focus for the remainder of your paper. This chapter should explain what you will do in the paper and how you will do it. 
Chapter 2—Background (5 pages): This chapter should describe the background and current status of your topic. Consider how the issue has developed, whether it is controversial, its relevance to US government policies, the positions of allies and potential adversaries, etc. 

Chapter 3—Issues Analysis (5 pages): Analyze at least three important issues related to your topic. How has each influenced the subject? Remember that analysis requires you to break a large subject into smaller pieces, and examine each one, comparing it to other parts of the larger picture. Simply describing three issues is not analysis. You should explain how and why this issue has shaped current policies, its importance, etc. Describe how these issues are related. Your concepts must be based on your documented research.

Chapter 4—Summary (1 page) and Recommendations (2 pages): Restate your original premise and then briefly summarize how your paper supported your position, based on your analysis of the topic. After summarizing your analysis, make specific and realistic recommendations for improving policy, changing procedures, etc. Briefly explain how implementing your recommendations would enhance existing policies, and what actions or costs would be required to implement them. 
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Chapter 1

Introduction

The nature of airpower operations in the Coalition’s air campaign of the Second Persian Gulf War was a marked departure from the historical air campaigns of this century. While the basic tactical concepts remained similar, the methods employed and more specifically the development and orchestration of the overall strategy, using multi-national, multi-service air, land, sea, and space assets—air power—as the “key force”, provides a superior case study in air campaign strategy development.  The leadership chose and executed the air campaign because it supported the Coalition’s political and military objectives in the most direct, and efficient way—limiting the level of collateral damage and Coalition losses while promising to ease the eviction of Iraqi forces from Kuwait and destroying Saddam Hussein’s regional military superiority.

Beginning with a brief review of the events leading to our response to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, this paper will then use six campaign analysis questions to explain how the coalition leadership developed and chose this air strategy.  A synopsis of the execution of the air campaign follows with emphasis on the results achieved vis a vis the overall strategy.  Finally, a summary of the explanation for choosing this strategy will be presented, followed by a description of the doctrinal implications from this campaign for future strategists.

Strategy, Doctrine and Leadership Writing Assignment Review Checklist

	Content

Does the Introduction:

	
	Briefly introduce the topic?

	
	Have a clearly stated (concise and complete) position statement (thesis) answer to why the leadership chose this Air Campaign strategy?

	
	Outline the scope of the paper and provide an overview / list of subsequent chapters?

	Does the Background include:

	
	Events and issues behind the overall conflict?

	
	Events and issues leading up to the subject air campaign?

	
	The military and political leadership, and the prevailing military doctrine?

	Does the Analysis:

	
	Use the Six Campaign Analysis Questions to support (each tied to) your position?

	
	Clearly explain why the air campaign strategy was selected to attain the objectives?

	
	Contain examples to prove your position?

	Does the Air Campaign Execution chapter:

	
	Address the overall plan, resources, and objectives?

	
	Address campaign dates, force employment, targets, key events and results?

	
	Cover the campaign from start to finish?

	Does the Summary and Doctrinal Implications chapter:

	
	Restate your position statement from Chapter 1?

	
	Summarize your analysis from Chapter 3 and explain how you proved your position?

	
	Describe how air power doctrine was influenced as a result of the air campaign?

	Administrative

	
	Is the Academic Integrity Certificate/Disclaimer page signed?

	
	Is the paper 15 double-spaced pages long? Is it printed on only one side of each page?

	
	Are cited sources (references) listed in the bibliography? Are there at least 10?

	
	Are there no more than 10 direct quotes?

	
	Is the paper UNCLASSIFIED?

	
	Is the document file named IAW our naming format? 


International Security Studies Writing Assignment Review Checklist

	Content

Does the Introduction:

	
	Provide introductory remarks about the topic?

	
	Provide a brief overview of the paper?

	
	State your position regarding the effectiveness of US Policy regarding your topic?

	Does the Background:

	    For the Middle East Regional Assessment:

	
	Describe historical, political, military, and economic aspects of the issue?

	
	Describe relevant policy?

	
	Discuss relationship of policy to the National Security and Military Strategy, and regional commanders’ assessments?

	   For the Public Diplomacy Paper

	
	Describe the state department’s public diplomacy program, approach and components with examples?

	
	Describe how public diplomacy resources have changed since the Gulf War?

	
	Describe how technology changed public diplomacy?

	
	Describe what the NSS says about public diplomacy and “war of ideas?”

	Does the Policy Evaluation:

	
	Address all evaluation criteria?

	
	Clearly show the effectiveness of US policies?

	
	Address policy results?

	
	Use documented facts and examples to support your arguments?

	Does the Conclusion/Recommendation chapter:

	
	Open with a restatement of your position?

	
	Summarize your evaluation of the topic to support your original position statement?

	
	Make specific, realistic recommendations for future policies?

	Administrative

	
	Is the Academic Integrity Certificate/Disclaimer page signed?

	
	Is the paper 15 double-spaced pages? Is it printed on only one side of each page?

	
	Are cited sources listed in the bibliography? Are there at least 10?

	
	Is the paper UNCLASSIFIED? Is the file named IAW our naming format?
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