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DEPARTMENT OF THE AlR FORCE
WASHINGTON

SPECIAL ORDER 13 Dacember 1968

GB-645

By dtrection of the President, CMSGT RICHARD L ETCHBERGER, AF13L09393, is
awarded the Air Force Cross (posthumously) for extraordinary heroism while

pa.rticiggﬁng in military cperations sgainst an opposing armed force on
11 Mar 68. ,

BY ORDER HE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE

J. P, MeCONNELL, General, USAP

Chief of Staff .
JCHN F, RASH, Colonel, U3AF DISTRIBUTION
Director of Administrative Services go
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD or

THE AJR FORCE CROSS
(POSTHUMOUS)

TO

RICHARD L. XTCHRAERGER

The Presidsat of the United States of America, suthorised by Title
10, -Sectlon 8742, Ualied States Code, awards the Alr Forae Cross
to Chief Master Sergesat Ricbard 1. Eichberger for extraordinary
beroism in military operations agalast an opposing armed force on
11 March 1968. Oa this date, Sergeant Etchherger was maanoing &
defensive pasition whean the base was eversun by an saersy grouad
torce. The saemy was able to deliver sustained and witbering fire
direcily upon this position frownhigher ground. His eative crew dead
or woundsd, Sergeaut Etchberger coatlnued to retura the enemy's
fire thus deaylag them sccess to his position. Durlng this eatire
period, Sergesnt Etchberger coutinued to direct alr strihes and call
for alr rescus oa his smergency sadio, thereby enahling the alr
e vacustion force to locste the surrounded [riendly element. When
air rescus arrived Sergeant Ktchberges deliberately expased him-
seif to enewmy fire ia order to place his three surviving wounded
comrades La the Tescus silngs permitidng them to be alrlilted to
safety. As Sexgesnt Etchbarges wes flnally belng rencued, bhe was
{stally wounded by ensmy ground fire. Hia florce defense which
culminated in the supreme sacrifice of his lile, waved uot only the
lives of his three commrades but provided for the successful evacu-
ation of the remalning survivors of the base. Through hls extraoer-
divary herotsm, superb leadership, sad aggressivensss Sargesat
Etchuerger reflected the highest credit upon himsell and the United
States Alr Force.
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HOST: ~ Gesezal Joha P. McComasll |
ARCIFIENT: Mrs, Katherine J, Etchberger (widow)
At Richerd C. Etehberger - age 11 (sow)

Cory R. Rvebbexger - age 9 (son)
figt Gals 8. Vilson, USAF (stepsca)
Mr, Dopald C. Btchberpar (father)
Mes, Ratheyn B. Bochbewger (mother)
Mr. Robaxt L. Ktchberger (bzether)
Mr. Boger Etohberger (umsls)
SURSTS: tThe Secretary of the Alx Ferce
2The Under Sesretaxry of the Alx Foxce
_ a1 Joha D, Bysa
Lz Gaseral Jebm W, Garpester, XII
Lt Genersl Seth J. McKea
Lt Gemeral Kemneth K, Pletcher
Lt Gemerxal lustus D. Clay, Je.
Maj Couneral Otto J. Glasser
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Maj Gaarel Jomm ¥, Vogt, J=.

Ma} Generel Duward L. Cxomw

Maj General Serald ¥. Kesling

Maj Gensral Jack B. Thomas

Haj Censxal Robert W, Kanss

Ms) GCanersl Glemm A. Zeat

Maj Gemeral Clyde Bex

Chaplsin, Maj Csa, Ddwia R. Chass

%ej Gomeral Willism C. Gaylend

Colonel G, V. Alford

Colomel Helen K. O'Day
__tolenal Joha T, Moors, Jr. (AFXYFS)
L. Colonal Gexald N, Clayton (Froject Mansger }
~1c Colomal Azthur 3, Brwjex (AYPEC)
»~ L& Colowsl Bob Coswesedl
L Majer Theass M, Hoskiasca (AFXIPS)
1% Trewbatts, USA (Family friend)
- Ciigt Feul V. Alrey
« Otigt Sonald L. Haxlow
~Sogs Stanlis G, Devis (AYZDE)
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Jenuary 17, 1969
FOR DMEDIATE RELEASE

The highest dacoration the Air Force can present for bravery, the
Air Porece Cross, has been awarded posthumously to Chief Master Sezrgeant
Richerd L. Etchberger of Hamburg, Pa.

The sward was received by Mrs, Rtchberger during Pentagon cere-
monies held in the office of Genaral John P, McComnell, Air Force Chief
of staff,

The efitation covered Sgt Etchberger's "extracrdinary heroism” in
Southeast Asia during conflict with an armed enemy when his base was
overyun.

Sgt Etchberger called in air support on his emergency radio and
requented air evacuation of the wounded., He deliberately exposed him-
self to enemy fire to place three vounded survivors into slings lowerad
by rescue helicopters and permitted them to be¢ flown to safety.

Duriag the continuing battle to rescue personnel, Sgt Etchbarger wais
fatally wounded.

The citation states, in part, "His fierce defenae which culminated
{n the suprame sacrifice of hie life, savad not only the lives of his
three comrades but provided for the successful evacuation of the remain-
ing survivers . . . through his extraordinary heroism, superb leaderslip,
and sggressiveness, 3gt gechbergar teflected the highest credit upen lhim-
self and the United States Air Fores.”

Attsnding the ceremony in Washington with Mra. Etchbergstr werej
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Btchbergar, Mr. Robert Btchberger, Mr. Roger
gtchberger, Szt Stave Wilsem and Cory and Richard Etchberger.
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