Demystifying The Air National Guard

The Air National Guard today possesses 51% of the tanker capability, 49% of the theater airlift capability, and 34% of the fighter capability of the USAF.  Over 28,000 Air National Guard members have served in support of Operations NOBLE EAGLE and ENDURING FREEDOM, and many more will continue to deploy to fill Air Expeditionary Force steady-state requirements around the globe.

Yet, for many in the Air Force, the status of the Air National Guard members has always been somewhat of a mystery.  So, let's begin to unravel the mystery.  There is a simple concept behind it, and understanding this concept is key to resolving legal issues involving ANG members as they arise.

What is the Air National Guard?  The organization we refer to generically as the Air National Guard is not, contrary to popular belief, a single legal entity with dual state and federal missions.  In the words of the US Supreme Court, it actually consists of "two overlapping but legally distinct" entities:  the Air National Guard (ANG) and the Air National Guard of the United States (ANGUS).   The best way to remember this distinction is:  the ANG trains, the ANGUS fights.  

- The ANG Trains.  The ANG is the air arm of the state militia, created under state law as provided for under the Militia Clause of the US Constitution (Art 1, Sec 8).  It is a state organization where the governor or other state official serves as its commander in chief.  The US government provides funding under Title 32 of the US Code for the ANG to "train to the standards prescribed by Congress" so that it may be used to augment US active duty forces as a Reserve component.  This funding includes aircraft, equipment, facilities, and the pay and allowances of ANG members.  The ANG's Title 32 mission is to train for its assigned federal mission (refueling, transport, fighter operations, etc).  We refer to the training status of ANG members as "Title 32" status.  

Note:  This would mean that the individual is a member of the Oklahoma Air National Guard (OKANG), or Ohio Air National Guard (OHANG) etc.  

- The ANGUS Fights.  The ANGUS is the "other" Reserve component of the Air Force.  ANG members become ANGUS members through voluntary activation under 10 USC 12301(d) or involuntary mobilization under 10 USC 12302 and other provisions.  We refer to the operational status of ANGUS members as "Title 10" status.  They are on active duty with the Air Force just like any other active duty Air Force member, and are relieved of duty with their ANG units by statute when in Title 10 status.  ANG members are always in Title 10 status (ANGUS) when they deploy OCONUS.  

Why Status is Important.  Status is everything.  It drives issues from command and control to UCMJ jurisdiction to the applicability of Air Force Policy Directives and Instructions.  ANG officers (Title 32 status), though they hold a Reserve commission, cannot command active duty members, but ANGUS officers (Title 10 status) on extended active duty can command active duty members.  ANG members are not subject to the UCMJ because they are officially in state status, but ANGUS members are subject to the UCMJ. (Note:  ANG members are subject to state codes of military justice and local civil law).  AFIs apply to ANG members only when specifically prescribed, but almost all AFIs apply to ANGUS members.  When dealing with a situation involving an ANG or ANGUS member, the first question should always be:  "What is his or her status?"   

The ANG, combined with the Air Force Reserve, are essential to USAF warfighting capabilities, and within TJAGD, vital to the mastery of our core competencies.  The more we understand about the Air Reserve component, the better equipped we will be to perform our duties. 

Colonel Andrew Turely, Col, MA ANG

(Note:  ADCON/OPCON: Just like an Active Duty first sergeant would go back through an active duty member's home station to work certain personnel issues when the home station retains ADCON, this must also be done with Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve members when ADCON rests with someone other than the in-place Commander.  All ANGUS members are detached from the ANG and assigned to the 201st MSS located at Andrews AFB.  The first sergeant for the 201st MSS (SMSgt Kirk Adams DSN 278-8001) is the POC for personnel issues regarding ANGUS members.  This set-up works well because it provides a single POC for the Active Duty shirts who have ANGUS members at contingency locations. We also have DETCO's who may have limited ADCON, as well as liaisons in place, such as the AFRC Liaison at PSAB.  These people are there to help resolve issues.)

