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	Term
	Definition

	Business Objects
	The company name.  The client product is called BusinessObjects. See WebIntelligence.



	BusinessObjects
	An integrated query, reporting, and analysis tool that allows us to access our database from the desktop.



	Blocks
	A generic term BO uses for tables, crosstabs, and charts.



	Class
	A logical grouping of objects (data) inside a universe.   They appear as folders.



	Condition
	A way of forcing a query to retrieve data that meets a set of

criteria. You can limit the data that queries return by applying conditions. Therefore a condition is a selection criteria for retrieving data from the database.  There are two types: user defined and predefined. AFPC is creating many predefined conditions. See Filter.



	Crosstab
	A kind of table where data is displayed in columns and in

rows. A spreadsheet-like display of data.



	Data Provider


	The data provider contains the data you have chosen to retrieve from the data source. Using this data set, you can build interactive reports. It is also referred to as the mechanism that retrieves data for reports. The following types of data providers are available: queries on universes, stored procedures, free-hand SQL scripts, personal data files and OLAP servers and Visual Basic for Applications procedures. During the course we will only use queries on universes and personal data files.



	DDE
	Dynamic Data Exchange

A Windows feature that enables you to export data from

BusinessObjects to another application, such as Microsoft

Excel. The data in the target application can be automatically refreshed when the data in the host application changes.



	Deployment
	How BusinessObjects will be used within AF.  Questions such as: Who gets Web Intelligence vs BO client?  Where the repository is?  How many repositories will there be?   How the universe will be designed and how may universes there will be?



	Detail Object


	A detail object is always associated to one dimension object, on which it provides additional information. For example, Age in Years is a detail object that is associated to Birth Date. A detail object appears inside the Classes and Objects box of the Query Panel with a green pyramid icon.  There aren't very many of these in the HR universe at present. 



	Dimension Object


	Dimension objects retrieve the data that will provide the basis for analysis in a report. Dimension objects typically retrieve character-type data (employee names, base names, etc.), or dates.  A dimension object appears inside the Classes and Objects box of the Query Panel with a cyan (blue) cube icon.  Most HR objects are dimension objects.



	Document
	 BusinessObjects file (extension .rep) that acts as container for reports. One or more reports are displayed as tabs in a document.



	Drill Mode
	A working mode that you use to analyze data on different levels of detail. 


	Filter 
	A report feature that enables you to display a limited set of data. You FILTER IN data to your report when using this feature. Data is not deleted from your data provider it is just hidden in the report. See Condition.



	Hierarchy
	A feature of multidimensional analysis that ranks dimensions

from "less detailed" to "more detailed"; enables analysis on

different levels of detail in drill mode. AFPC is creating hierarchies of data for us to use in drill mode.



	Local Variable


	Formula that is given a name and which is included in the list

of variables that are available in a document. A local variable

is only available in the document in which it was created.


	Measure Object


	Measure objects retrieve numeric data that is the result of calculations on data in the database. Measure objects are semantically dynamic: this means the values they return depend on the objects they are used with. For example,  TOTAL EMPLOYEES has a different value depending on what selection criteria are used, e.g. you can show TOTAL EMPLOYEES per base or per PAY PLAN within base, etc.  



	Object
	Universe element that represents a set of data from a relational database in terms that pertain to your business situation. Included in a query to retrieve data from the database. A data item, element, or field. There are three types: dimension, measure, and detail. Examples are: Name, SSAN, Grade, and Total Employees.



	Query


	A type of data provider, built in the Query Panel and run on a

universe. The data provider contains the data you have chosen to retrieve from the data source.  Using this data set, you can build interactive reports.



	Refresh
	Update the data in a document to reflect the most recent information.  When you refresh a document BusinessObjects reconnects to the database, and retrieves the updated data.

 

	Report


	Where you view, analyze and format data. The data in reports can come from one or many sources. You can also display text and graphics in reports. Reports are located inside documents.  One document can contain many reports.



	Repository
	Centralized storage and distribution mechanism that

manages universes, user information and document

exchange. A central location where BusinessObjects users publish documents.  It also stores information about the documents it stores, such as name of sender, date and time, and which users have the right to retrieve and view a document.



	Supervisor
	User of SUPERVISOR and responsible for user administration information such as user names and passwords. The supervisor creates user rights and profiles.

The person who manages BusinessObjects system resources, such as the repository, is referred to as "general supervisor". A BusinessObjects supervisor sets up and administers the repository.  Your BO supervisor grants the rights you have as a user.  This is accomplished at AFPC.   



	Universe
	Semantic layer between you and a database, consisting of

classes and objects. It shields you from the technical details of the database structure or query languages. The objects in the universe map to data in the database, and enable you to build queries on the universe when creating or working on reports. A universe maps to data in the database, using everyday terms that describe our data elements. It is our database organized into folders (classes) containing data (objects).  We can think of it as a "file cabinet" with our data. The universe(s) is created by AFPC.



	WebIntelligence
	A BusinessObjects product that allows you to use a web browser to create reports based on BusinessObjects universes. The web version of the product.  Often called WebI (pronounced webee). See BusinessObjects.



	Wildcards
	Special characters that can denote any single character, or any number of characters. BusinessObjects supports the standard wildcard characters, which are: 

% for unlimited characters

 _ (underscore) for placeholder.
Conditions with the Match pattern and Different from pattern operators are great for finding lists of similar values, such as customer names beginning with S. 




